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Welcome to worship this morning with the First Baptist Church of Christ. We are thrilled to 
be back worshiping in our sanctuary after a year outside of our building. As we gather this 
morning know that we are committed to everyone’s safety and comfort as we create sacred 
space and time together. 

Things to Know 
•   Masks are required at all times during worship, when moving through the building, and 

when with children. Each Sunday school class is making its own decisions regarding masks 
in class.

•   Available pews have cushions in them. Unavailable pews have the cushions removed.
•   Please keep social distance by avoiding gathering in groups before and after the service.
•   Be mindful of others. Err on the side of caution out of respect for those who are abiding by 

stricter practices.
•   Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or  

remain seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. 
Invitations to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to  
respond in word or song are noted in bold. 

•   If you have any questions or concerns, please find an usher.

For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.

For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on the 
back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance. Large print bulletins are 
available at both entrances. If you have special hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to 
bring you a hearing assistance device from the sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back 
there and get one. An accessible restroom is located up one floor across from the office. If you, 
or someone with you, requires special assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an 
usher.
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THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour   Hunter Godsey

Marianne Kell, acolyte

Prelude  “Lift High the Cross”  arr. Paul Manz/John Leavitt
 Hunter Godsey, organ

The Call to Worship   Phoebe Capps

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.
We dream of a future with hope.

While we were still far off, you saw us with compassion, and ran to put your arms around us 
and kissed us.

We run to meet you in this future with hope.
You tell us not to fear, for you have redeemed us, and called us by name.

We do not fear, for we have a future with hope.
Do not remember the things that have passed, you say. For you promise to do a new thing.

We watch as it springs forth among us and around us and within us, this future with 
hope. Praise be to the God who brings us all home!

Psalm 126, Luke 15:11-24, Jeremiah 29:10-14, Isaiah 43

*The Hymn of Praise 312 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart MARION

Rejoice, ye pure in heart, rejoice, give thanks and sing
Beneath the standard of your God, the cross of Christ your King.
Refrain:
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing.
Bright youth and snow crowned age, strong men and maidens fair,
Raise high your free, exulting song, God's wondrous praise declare. [Refrain]
Yes, on through life's long path, still singing as ye go;
From youth to age, by night and day, in gladness and in woe. [Refrain]
At last the march shall end;the weary ones shall rest;
The pilgrims find their heavenly home, Jerusalem the blest. [Refrain]
Praise God, who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore,
The Father, Son, and Spirit blest, one God forevermore. [Refrain]
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*The Invocation   Phoebe Capps

*The Gloria Patri 705  Glory Be to the Father  GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen.

The Words of Welcome   Kelsey Stillwell

"Let the Children Come"   JD Granade

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will meet  
with the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come”. Parents, please come pick 

 up your children immediately after worship. The shepherds this week are Audrey Dickison and 
Lucas Spears

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory 669 Long Ago You Taught Your People NETTLETON
Long ago You taught Your people: "Part of what you reap is mine
From your cattle, bring the first-born; tithe the crops of field and vine."
Though beneath the law's restrictions we are not compelled to live,
As we reap our daily harvest, make us eager, Lord to give.
What a way of life You showed us through the Son You gladly gave:
Never snared by earthly treasure, buried in a borrowed grave 
Yet to all He freely offered riches of the deepest kind:
Let us live with His example firmly fixed in heart and mind.
In the lifestyle of the Spirit giving has a central part;
Teach us, Lord, this grace of sharing with a cheerful, loving heart
Not a tiresome obligation, not a barren legal due,
But an overflow of worship: all we have belongs to You! 

The Offertory Prayer   Jonathan Simpson
  Deacon of the Week

The Offertory Anthem  “Praise the Lord” G. F. Handel/Hal Hopson 
 The Chancel Choir
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The Offertory Response  "Doxology"  OLD 100TH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

Stewardship Testimony  Donyale Leslie

First Lesson  Hebrews 4:12-16 Mary Jane Johnson

Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and  
intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid 
bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.
 Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son 
of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as 
we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer   Scott Dickison
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  

and ever, Amen.
The Second Lesson  Psalm 126 Scott Dickison

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
    we were like those who dream.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
    and our tongue with shouts of joy;
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then it was said among the nations,
    “The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us,
    and we rejoiced.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
    like the watercourses in the Negeb.
May those who sow in tears
    reap with shouts of joy.
Those who go out weeping,
    bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
    carrying their sheaves.

For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,
Thanks be to God

The Sermon  "The Dreamers" Scott Dickison
First in the series: A Future with Hope

THE OFFERING OF THE COMMITMENT

*The Hymn of Commitment 99  AR HYD Y NOS 
 View the Present Through the Promise

View the present through the promise, Christ will come again.
Trust despite the deepening darkness, Christ will come again. 
Lift the world above its grieving through your watching and believing
In the hope past hope's conceiving: Christ will come again. 
Probe the present with the promise, Christ will come again. 
Let your daily actions witness, Christ will come again. 
Let your loving and your giving and your justice and forgiving
Be a sign to all the living: Christ will come again. 
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Match the present to the promise, Christ will come again.
Make this hope your guiding promise, Christ will come again. 
Pattern all your calculating and the world you are creating
To the advent you are waiting: Christ will come again. 

*The Spoken Benediction   Scott Dickison

*The Congregational Response 514  Christians, Let Us Go and Serve Him  HOLY MANNA

Christians, let us go and serve Him,
Serve the one who gives us life.
Let us serve in love and power,

In the name of Jesus Christ

Serve in love and serve in wisdom,
Reaching all we know and see.

Christians, let us go and serve Him,
Now and through eternity.

Text: Jana Wolf (2000)
 
Postlude    “God of Grace” Paul Manz 
 Hunter Godsey, organ
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Sunday, October 10
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am  Worship
2:00 pm Visitation for 
 Bob Milam
3:00 pm  Memorial service for  
 Bob Milam

Monday, October 11
Office closed for Columbus Day/
Indigenous People's Day

Wednesday, October 13
9:30am  Language Ministry
3:00 pm  Open Time in youth room
 and children's center
4:45 pm  Children Worship Arts  
 Workshops
5:30 pm  Youth Choir
5:30 pm  Family Dinner
6:00 pm  Children's Choir
6:15 pm  Youth "Unplugged"
6:30 pm  Language Ministry
6:30 pm  Choir Practice
6:30 pm  Adult Bible Study
6:45 pm  Flex time for children

Saturday, October 16
9:30 am Flower Planting Day

Sunday, October 17
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am  Worship
12:30 pm Shower for  
 Elizabeth O'Dell
5:00 pm  Deacon and Church Council 
 Meeting

Deacons of the Week
October 7 Jonathan Simpson
October 14 Sharon Bailey

THE RECORD SPEAKS
Date:  8/31/2021
Budget to Date  $431,654
Contributions  $364,797
Expenses  $364,912
Missions  $35,505
 -$35,619

October Birthdays
October 10 Jolie Clark
October 12 Don Midkiff
October 13 Kendall Countryman
October 15 Donyale Leslie
October 16 Romelle Jones
October 16 Tommy Knight
October 17 Frank Broome
October 17 Sandé Day
October 17 Kari Maschhoff

Condolences
We grieve with Andrea Stinson in the death of 
her uncle, Beau Kitchens. 

We grieve with the Milam family in the death 
of Bob Milam. 

Save the Date
Sunday, October 24: Fall Festival
Sunday, November 7: Commitment Sunday

Wednesday's Menu Please make reservations 
by Wednesday morning.
Pork Tenderloin/Turkey Tenderloin with-
Mushroom Gravy, Mixed Vegis, Butter-Parsley 
Noodles, Buttermilk Biscuits, Apple Crisp and 
Fresh Fruit Cups

Our Life Together



9  |  FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST



10  |  FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

Volunteers needed!

Fall Festival is coming up this month, and this year we're excited to blend some returning 
favorite traditions with new practices we enjoyed last year! To make this event fun and safe 
for everyone, we need you help. Here's some ways to get involved:

Be a trunk-or-treat car—Whether you're an individual, group, family, or Sunday school class, 
we need as many cars participating as possible! Participants will decorate their car (with a 
theme or just general "Halloween") and hand out candy. This is in place of the games that 
used to happen, so you're encouraged to come up with some sort of activity or game at your 
car, but this isn't required. 

Inflatable monitors—For the games and inflatables that are offered, we want to be sure the 
kids stay safe and healthy. We'll need several volunteers at these throughout the evening. 

Donate candy/prizes—If you cannot be there in person, but still wish to help, you're  
welcome to donate candy or prizes. It will be especially helpful to have allergen friendly can-
dy and other small prizes for children with food restrictions. 

If you'd like to help in any of  
these ways, please email JD at  
jd@fbcxmacon.org.



11  |  FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

Women's Book Club
For our next book club, we will discuss     

“GOOD APPLE Tales of a Southern  
Evangelical in New York” by Elizabeth  
Passarella. She wrote this book mainly to 
make you laugh. And cry (good cry!). And, 
it is about the God who pursues each of us, 
no matter our own inconsistencies or  
failures, and shows us the way back home. 
We will meet at the home of Ruth Rowell 
(2938 General Lee Rd, 31204) at 3 pm on 
October 17. Please put the date on your  
calendar and go find the book. You will 
enjoy the read!

Stewardship 2021

At our core, the First Baptist Church of 
Christ is a community of reunion,  
homecoming, and return. Now more than 
ever, in a world full of exile, our  
congregation stands as a beacon of 
hope,welcome, and radical hospitality.

In the weeks ahead as we enter our  
stewardship season, the time each year we 
set aside to recommit ourselves to each  
other and the work that God has put before 
us as a congregation, we'll focus our  
attention on perhaps the most important 
spiritual resource our faith offers us to live 
through these long and difficult seasons: 
hope.

We will hear testimonies of delight and even 
joy in the face of frustration and despair. 
We'll remember together what is so special 
about this place and people whom we call 
home. And we'll dream together about what 
God is calling us to do, and who God is  
calling us to be in this season ahead. In a 
world of scarcity we remain committed to 
being a people of hopeful abundance. We 
look forward to telling this good story of 
what God is up to among us together as a 
church in the season ahead.

Wednesday Night Bible Study
"Monsters: A Biblical Bestiary"
with Darrell Pursiful 
This week: "Opponents of Unusual Size"

Week 3: "Here Be Dragons"

In this study we will face monsters—not the 
bogeymen who hide under the bed, but the 
monsters that sometimes inhabit our Bibles, 
or at least our interpretations of it. 

Sanctuary Flowers
There are only FOUR dates remaining for 
providing flowers in 2021:  October 31, 
November 7, and December 5 and 26. If you 
have questions about providing the flowers, 
Mary Leonard will be happy to answer any 
questions you may have. Please contact her 
at 478-745-3866 home, 478-737-4171 cell, 
or michael.leonard1@cox.net. You may also 
follow the link in the Highlites.
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Children
Upcoming Worship Arts:
Gardening, October 13
One way we know children are close to 
God is the fact that both love playing in dirt 
(Genesis 2), and we all appreciate the beauty 
found in flowers! Master gardener and chair 
of the Grounds committee, Tom Bullington, 
will lead our Worship Arts time as the  
children learn hands-on how gardening can 
be a personal spiritual practice and a gift to 
the community.

Visual Art, October 20 and 27
Led by Audrey Dickison

Save the date
October 24: Fall Festival
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Youth
Winter Youth Summitt
A weekend retreat for youth in Alabama 
and surrounding states. This year’s 
theme is “Dwell, in Me, in Us, in the 
World” and is based on the 84th Psalm. 

When: January 14-16, 2022

Where: First Baptist Church, Huntsville, 
AL

Cost: $150

Sign up by today with a $40 deposit 
that will go toward the total cost.

Lodging will be at a hotel near the 
church. We will leave Friday, January 
14th as soon as students get out of 
school.

Check out event details at http://www.
alabamacbf.org/wys2022 

Email kelsey@fbcxmacon.org to sign up 
your student and pay the $40 deposit 
through the FBCX online giving  
platform, select 'youth trip' fund.

Pumpkin carving and games
Wednesday, October 20
Pumpkins will be provided for students 
to work together or BYOP (Bring your 
own pumpkin)

Friday, October 22:  
Midnight Madness
During the summer the youth had a number of 
conversations in which they decided they  
wanted to be more intentional about inviting 
friends and encouraging more students to 
participate in youth activities. Inspired by these 
conversations, we decided to host an event that 
the youth committed to inviting friends and 
peers to so it could be a less intimidating space 
for visitors.

We will host another Midnight Madness this fall. 
Youth are encouraged to invite friends, especially 
students they think could use a community like 
the FBCX Youth group.

When: October 22, 2021 5:30- Midnight

Where: FBCX and Pin Strikes

What: Dinner, Bowling, Arcade, and games at 
FBCX

Cost: $30

Sunday, October 24:  
FBCX Fall Festival  
5:00pm - 7:00pm
Youth arrive early to help set up and work the 
event. 
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Now. Here. This.

From the place where we are right
Flowers will never grow
In the spring.

The place where we are right
Is hard and trampled
Like a yard.

But doubts and loves
Dig up the world
Like a mole, a plow.
And a whisper will be heard in the place
Where the ruined
House once stood.

The Place Where We are Right, by Yehuda 
Amichai

I am haunted by this poem. 

We want so badly to be right, don’t we? It’s 
intoxicating. It’s a sign of strength and power, 
being right. Most of us were taught,  
indirectly if not directly, that being right is a 
virtue. Something to celebrate.

And yet Amichai offers us a much different 
view.
From the place where we are right
Flowers will never grow 
In the spring.

Being right is not life-giving, but a kind 
of death. There is no new growth in being 
right. The ground is not fertile. It’s “hard and 
trampled like a yard,” an image that reminds 
me of a place in our backyard where our 
dog runs and runs. What used to be lush St. 
Augustine grass is now dry, dusty, dirt. It will 

take some work to get it capable of growth 
again. Some breaking up and turning over of 
the soil to allow space for something more.

But if being right leaves us in such a state, 
what are we seek instead?

Doubts and loves.

These things “dig up the world,” like a tiny 
mole working beneath the surface of things—
yet capable of making quite a mess, as any 
gardener can tell you. 

Or like a plow, brutal and complete, capable 
of turning over the entire landscape.

Yet sometimes such upheaval is necessary. 

Not two things we would naturally  
understand as linked, and yet don’t both 
doubts and loves leave us unsettled or  
somehow unfinished? Don’t they introduce 
to us, in different ways, the possibility that 
there is more out there that we don’t  
understand or control? They leave us  
vulnerable and open. 

The opposite of being right, Amichai  
suggests, is not being wrong. It’s being  
willing to grow.

And this is hard. Not just because it’s  
uncomfortable, but because we will receive  
little incentive or support from the world 
around us. Sadly, maybe especially in the 
church or from what we’ve learned about 
faith, which is that it is a kind of sanctified 
certainty, instead of a humble hoping. Even 
when we care deeply. Maybe especially then.
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It’s hard enough to imagine what living 
from a place of “doubts and loves” would 
look like on an individual level. But I 
wonder what it would look like within a 
community? What would such a people 
be known for? How would it feel to be a 
part of it?

There would have to be a lot of trust.  
Endurance. Certainly a good bit of  
laughter—a plow if there ever was one, in 
the best ways. A good memory for the 
things that matter and a short one for the 
things that don’t. A capacity to forgive 
and be forgiven.

What would we call such a place, I  
wonder?

SHD
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Signs of the Season
The paraments of the pulpit and the communion table are visible reminders of the current 
season of the church year. Ordinary Time begins after Pentecost and ends with Advent. During 
this season, we celebrate the "ordinary events" of our Christian lives. The liturgical color for this 
season is green, symbolizing life, freshness, and hope.

 Flowers
The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Clifford Allen 
Tibbetts, on the occasion of his birthday on October 10.


