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Welcome to worship this morning with the First Baptist Church of Christ. We are thrilled to 
be back worshiping in our sanctuary after a year outside of our building. As we gather this 
morning know that we are committed to everyone’s safety and comfort as we create sacred 
space and time together.

Things to Know 

•   Masks are required at all times during worship, when moving through the building, and 
when with children. Each Sunday school class is making its own decisions regarding masks 
in class.

•   Available pews have cushions in them. Unavailable pews have the cushions removed.
•   Please keep social distance by avoiding gathering in groups before and after the service.
•   Be mindful of others. Err on the side of caution out of respect for those who are abiding by 

stricter practices.
•   If you have any questions or concerns, please find an usher.

For Those With Children 

Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience in the Seekers' classroom. 

For Those with Special Needs

Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on the 
back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance. Large print bulletins are 
available at both entrances. If you have special hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to 
bring you a hearing assistance device from the sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back 
there and get one. An accessible restroom is located up one floor across from the office. If you, 
or someone with you, requires special assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an 
usher.
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THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

School supplies are being collected today as a mission offering to benefit students in Ingram-Pye 
Elementary School. Please place school supplies in the containers at the sanctuary door before or 

after the worship service. You may also designate an offering for "Back to School."

The Sounding of the Hour  Anne Armstrong

Sam Northenor, Acolyte
4th grader, Quail Run Elementary School

Prelude "Trumpet Tune in F Major"   Alice Jordan
 Anne Armstrong, organ

The Call to Worship  Lorelai Wall
  4th grader, Springdale Elementary

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth and all that is within them, blessed 
it, and called it good.

We give thanks for a new year and for new beginnings. We give thanks that you call 
us good.

In the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, the heavens opened and called him God’s Beloved.
We give thanks that you know our pathways and call us your beloved children.

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away, and  
everything has become new!

We give thanks that you are still creating us. Transform our minds and our lives as 
we seek to follow you.

*The Hymn of Praise 334  Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above AMSTERDAM
 Rachel Green, Music Teacher, Sonny Carter Elementary School

Praise the Lord who reigns above
And keeps His court below;
Praise the holy God of love,
And all His greatness show;
Praise Him for His noble deeds,
Praise Him for His matchless power;
Him from whom all good proceeds
Let earth and heaven adore.

Him, in whom they move and live,
Let every creature sing,
Glory to their Maker give,
And homage to their King.
Hallowed be His name beneath,
As in heaven on earth adored;
Praise the Lord in every breath,
Let all things praise the Lord.
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Celebrate th’eternal God
With harp and psaltery,
Timbrels soft and cymbals loud
In His high praise agree;
Praise Him every tuneful string;
All the reach of heavenly art,
All the powers of music bring,
The music of the heart.

*The Invocation  Darrell J. Pursiful
                                                                                Adjunct Professor of Religion, Mercer University

*The Gloria Patri 705 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen.

The Words of Welcome  Kelsey Stillwell
Recognition of First Graders  JD Granade
The Blessing of the Backpacks and Those Who Carry Them JD Granade

Children in 3K-Kindergarten are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will 
meet with the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come” and go to the Seekers' 
classroom together. Parents, please come pick up your children immediately after worship. The 

shepherds this week are Lesley and Nate Myrick. 

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of We Praise You With Our Minds, O Lord CLONMEL
     Offertory 368
We praise You with our minds, O Lord, kept sharp to think Your thoughts;
Come, Holy Ghost with grace outpoured, to teach what Christ has taught.
In all our learning may we seek the wisdom from above
Which comes to all: the brave, the meek, who ask in faith and love. 

We praise You through our bodies, Lord, kept strong to do Your will;
Your Spirit's temples, which afford a means to praise You still. 
We give ourselves, a sacrifice, to live our lives for You; 
For You alone have paid the price to bring salvation true. 
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We praise You in our hearts, O King, kept pure to know Your ways;
And raise to You a hymn to sing eternally Your praise. 
Although adoring hearts will bow as age on ages roll;
We praise You in our beings now, mind, body, heart, and soul.

The Offertory Prayer   Harriet Eason  
  Deacon of the Week

Offertory Duet  “I Dedicate Myself ” Lee Turner 
 Maddie Cooke, Freshman, Mt. DeSales Academy
 Caroline Cooke, Senior, Mercer University

Offertory Response "Doxology" OLD 100TH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, for all that love has done; 

 Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

Scripture Reading Ephesians 1:1-6 Elinor Fenimore
  Junior, Stratford Academy

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ Jesus:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the  
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to 
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God
Reflections from a Student  Zoie Thompson 
  Senior, Howard High School
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The Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer  Scott Dickison
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever, Amen.

Reflections from an Educator and Parent   Chris Kirby                                                                               
  Principal, Porter Elementary School 

Reflections from an Educator and Parent  Christy Fuller
                                                  8th Grade Language Arts Teacher, Monroe County Middle School

THE BREAD AND THE CUP OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

The Invitation to the Table  Scott Dickison

The Bread and Cup of the Lord's Supper

THE OFFERING OF THE COMMITMENT

*The Hymn of Commitment 676 Teach Me, O Lord, I Pray DIADEMATA

Teach me, O Lord, I pray, Your precious truth divine;
Lead me to understand Your Word and make its precepts mine. 
Inpart Your wisdom, Lord, shed light upon my way, 
That I may know Your boundless love; teach me, O Lord, I pray. 

Train me, O Lord, I pray, in knowledge and in skill;
O daily let me walk with You and do Your perfect will.
O train my heart and mind to serve You unashamed,
At home, abroad, where'er the Christ has yet to be proclaimed. 

Use me, O Lord, I pray, to shed Your light sublime
To rich and poor, to high and low of every race and clime.
O may Your flaming zeal burn constantly and true, 
Till souls in darkness everywhere fall down and worship You. 
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*The Spoken Benediction   Scott Dickison

*The Congregational Response  May the Road Rise to Meet You Lee Turner

May the road rise to meet you
May the wind blow at your back

May the sun shine warmly on your face
May the rain fall softly on your field

And until we meet again (until we meet again)
May God hold you in the palm of his hand. Amen. 

Postlude "To God Be the Glory"   arr. Mary Ellen Kerrick
 Anne Armstrong, organ 
 
Communion Servers:

Fay B. Boie, Retired Educator, Bibb County BOE 
Rebecca Rowell Cooke, Professor of Music, GC&SU 
David Johansen, Special Education Teacher, Northside High School
Shereé Keith, PhD, Professor of Communication Studies Middle Georgia State University
Andrew Manis, Retired, Middle Georgia State University
Suzy McCullough, public librarian
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Our Life Together

Sunday, August 1
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am Back to School Worship
12:15 pm Acolyte training

Wednesday, August 4
5:30 pm Youth 

Sunday, August 8: 
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am Worship
12:15 pm Church Council

Deacons of the Week
July 29 - August 4 Harriet Eason

THE RECORD SPEAKS
Date: 6/30/2021
Budget to Date $323,741
Contributions $276,151
Expenses $254,741
Missions $27,640
 -$6,230
August Birthday
August 2 Kim Stroup
August 4 Meta Monteleon
August 4 Zoie Thompson
August 7 Peter Bryant
August 7 William Miklowski

Save the Date
Thursday, August 26 - Saturday, August 28 
CBF Regional Gathering - Atlanta

Wednesday, September 1: Fall Kickoff

Wednesday, September 8th: ESL classes 
resume
Flower Sponsors
Would you like to sponsor the flowers
 displayed in the sanctuary for worship on 
Sundays?  To sign up, see the link in the  
Highlites. If you have any questions at all, 
please contact Mary Leonard: home 478-
745-3866, cell 478-737-4171, or michael.
leonard1@cox.net. She will be glad to help 
you by signing you up if you don’t have a 
computer or email account, by suggesting 
florists, arrangement size, etc. 

Scripture readers are also needed. Please 
sign up using the link in the Highlites.

Children

End of Summer Splash 
Wednesday August 11 5:00 -7:00 pm

Children and their families are invited to 
join us for a pool party at the home of Doug 
and Kerri Thompson. Sign up via the link in 
Highlites or the children's newsletter.

Youth

Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, August 22 5:00 - 7:00 pm. 

Wear clothes you can get messy and wet. 
Bring a towel. Come meet and welcome our 
new youth!
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In his Letter to the Ephesians, 
Paul offers his most poetic and 
compelling case for the church 
the world. It’s a letter rich with 
prayers, hymns, benedictions, 
and other elements of worship 
from the early church, as Paul 
draws on the beauty of their 
emerging tradition to remind 
them of what they hold dear, 
and what holds them dearly. 
Over these five weeks we’ll take a 
closer look at this “love letter to 
the church” as we all return and 
reconnect after a long season 
apart.

 

Women's Retreat 
September 24th - 26th

St. Simon's Island

Come and join us as we RECONNECT with ourselves, with 
each other, and with God, our family of faith. Cost is $170.  
Deadline to register is August 20. Please see the link in next 
week's Highlites to register. 
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Now. Here. This.
Love Letters

When Audrey and I were dating in college 
she studied abroad for a semester in Italy. 
We were committed to trying out a  
temporarily “long distance relationship,” 
but I remember having some real fears 
about how it would work. I think we both 
did.

This was the fall of 2004, some 17 year ago, 
and the options for communication were 
very different from what we have available 
to us today. We both had email, of course, 
but Wifi was not yet ubiquitous,  
especially where she was in Italy. She didn’t 
have internet access in her home and did 
not even use it much for school, so once or 
twice a week she would go to an internet 
cafe down the street and pay a few euros 
for a chunk of time at a connected  
computer. 

We both had cell phones, but the cost of 
international phone calls or texts was  
outrageous. The one challenge that  
remains the same today is the considerable 
time difference.

So we emailed occasionally and even more 
occasionally arranged for brief phone calls 
(with minimal success, as I remember it), 
but mostly opted for one of the more old 
fashioned technologies available to us: 
writing letters.

We committed to writing each other a brief 
note each day, which we would collect and 
send weekly. So just about every seven to 

ten days we would receive a  
collection of diary entries of a sort that 
allowed us to share in all the minutia and 
monotony that in the end is the very essence 
of intimacy. 

In the years to come, of course, we would 
finish school and get married, and have lived, 
both separately and together, in six  
different places. And at each stop along the 
way those boxes of letters have come with us, 
as a reminder of that semester and a  
testament to the power of those slowly  
written words that we both agree allowed our 
relationship to continue.

Our experience that year has also shaped how 
I understand the fact that a good bit of the 
New Testament is letters. Mail.  
Correspondence between two people, or one 
person and a group of people, written by 
hand and sent off into the world in a  
humble but nonetheless remarkable faith that 
it would get where and to whom it is 
 intended, and that they would receive the 
words with all the necessary grace and  
understanding. 

Most of these letters are of course attributed 
to Paul and are addressed either to  
congregations he founded and knew well, or 
that he hoped to one day visit. In other cases 
they seem to be more general letters he wrote 
with the expectation that they would be 
shared with others.

Some of them address local concerns and 
conflicts. Others share intimate details of 
Paul’s own life and ministry. At times they 
can even read like love letters, either to a  
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specific congregation, or in the case of 
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, to the 
Church universal.

Over the course of these five weeks in 
August, as we all return not only from 
our summer travels, but a much longer 
season of separation due to this pandemic 
that does not seem to be going away, we’ll 
take an extended look at this Letter to the 
Ephesians. In it, Paul makes a beautiful and 
compelling case for the church in the world, 
reminding them of what they hold dear 
and what holds them dearly. Filled with 
hymns and prayers from the early church, 
the letter often reads like poetry, as Paul 
woos them into faith in the presence of 
Christ among them and the gift they have 
to offer each other and the world.

As we regather after a season of separation, 
it’s my hope that we would receive these 
ancient words with the same intimacy with 
which they were first written, and that 
after this long season and at times difficult 
season apart, we too might be wooed in the 
same way.

SHD

Notes and Doodles
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Signs of the Season
The paraments of the pulpit and the communion table are visible reminders of the current 
season of the church year. Ordinary Time begins after Pentecost and ends with Advent. 
During this season, we celebrate the "ordinary events" of our Christian lives. The liturgical 
color for this season is green, symbolizing life, freshness, and hope. 


