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September 26, 2021
The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost



Welcome to worship this morning with the First Baptist Church of Christ. We are thrilled to 
be back worshiping in our sanctuary after a year outside of our building. As we gather this 
morning know that we are committed to everyone’s safety and comfort as we create sacred 
space and time together. 

Things to Know 
•   Masks are required at all times during worship, when moving through the building, and 

when with children. Each Sunday school class is making its own decisions regarding masks 
in class.

•   Available pews have cushions in them. Unavailable pews have the cushions removed.
•   Please keep social distance by avoiding gathering in groups before and after the service.
•   Be mindful of others. Err on the side of caution out of respect for those who are abiding by 

stricter practices.
•   Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or  

remain seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. 
Invitations to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to  
respond in word or song are noted in bold. 

•   If you have any questions or concerns, please find an usher.

For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.

For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on the 
back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance. Large print bulletins are 
available at both entrances. If you have special hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to 
bring you a hearing assistance device from the sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back 
there and get one. An accessible restroom is located up one floor across from the office. If you, 
or someone with you, requires special assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an 
usher.
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THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour   Anne Armstrong
John Thomas Long, Acolyte

Prelude  "Prelude"    Norman Warren
 Anne Armstrong, organ

The Call to Worship   Kelsey Stillwell
Let us bless the Lord at all times;

God's praise will continually be on our mouths.
Our souls boast in the Lord, let the humble hear and be glad.

We magnify the Lord and exalt God's name together.
Come taste and see that the Lord is good;

Happy are those who take refuge in God. 

(Adapted from Psalm 34:1-8)

*The Hymn of Praise 33 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA
Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy powerful hand;
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven
Feed me till I want no more,
Feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain,
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through;
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
Be Thou still my strength and shield,
Be Thou still my strength and shield.

*The Invocation   Phoebe Capps

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside: 
Bear me through the swelling current, 
Land me safe on Canaan's side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee.
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*The Gloria Patri 705  Glory Be to the Father  GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

World without end. Amen.
The Words of Welcome   JD Granade

"Let the Children Come"   JD Granade

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will meet  
with theW.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come”. Parents, please come  
pick up your children immediately after worship. The shepherds this week are Sara Binet  

and Emma Stephens. 

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory 68 He Leadeth Me! O Blessed Thought HE LEADETH ME
He leadeth me! O blessed thought!
O words with heavenly comfort fraught!
Whate'er I do, where'er I be,
Still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me!
Refrain:
He leadeth me, He leadeth me,
By His own hand He leadeth me:
His faithful follower I would be,
For by His hand He leadeth me.

The Offertory Prayer   Chuck Dumas
  Chair of Deacons

The Offertory Anthem  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” arr. John Ness Beck
 The Chancel Choir

The King of love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never,

I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.

Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth,

And where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

Lord, I would clasp Thy hand in mine,
Nor ever murmur nor repine,
Content, whatever lot I see,
Since 'tis Thy hand that leadeth me! [Refrain]
And when my task on earth is done,
when, by Thy grace, the victory's won,
e'en death's cold wave I will not flee,
since God through Jordan leadeth me! [Refrain]
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In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me;
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,

Thy cross before to guide me.
And so through all the length of days

Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise

Within Thy house forever.
Text: Psalm 23

The Offertory Response  "Doxology"  OLD 100TH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

"A Future with Hope "   Luke McBrayer

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson  Job 42:1-6  Sandé Day

Then Job answered the Lord:
 “I know that you can do all things,
    and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,
    things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.
 ‘Hear, and I will speak;
    I will question you, and you declare to me.’
I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
    but now my eye sees you;
therefore I despise myself,
    and repent in dust and ashes.”
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God
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The Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer   Scott Dickison
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  

and ever, Amen.

The Second Lesson  Job 42:7-17  Scott Dickison

After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite: “My 
wrath is kindled against you and against your two friends; for you have not spoken of me 
what is right, as my servant Job has. Now therefore take seven bulls and seven rams, and go 
to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray 
for you, for I will accept his prayer not to deal with you according to your folly; for you have 
not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has done.” So Eliphaz the Temanite and 
Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did what the Lord had told them; 
and the Lord accepted Job’s prayer.
And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his friends; and the Lord 
gave Job twice as much as he had before. Then there came to him all his brothers and sisters 
and all who had known him before, and they ate bread with him in his house; they showed 
him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him; and 
each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. The Lord blessed the latter days of 
Job more than his beginning; and he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a 
thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand donkeys. He also had seven sons and three  
daughters. He named the first Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. 
In all the land there were no women so beautiful as Job’s daughters; and their father gave 
them an inheritance along with their brothers. After this Job lived one hundred and forty 
years, and saw his children, and his children’s children, four generations. And Job died, old 
and full of days. 
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God

The Sermon  “To Live Again”  Scott Dickison
Last in the series: A Sufferer's Wisdom
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THE OFFERING OF THE COMMITMENT

*The Hymn of Commitment 566 O God, Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home!

Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone;
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

*The Spoken Benediction   Scott Dickison

*The Congregational Response 514  Christians, Let Us Go and Serve Him  HOLY MANNA

Christians, let us go and serve Him,
Serve the one who gives us life.
Let us serve in love and power,

In the name of Jesus Christ

Serve in love and serve in wisdom,
Reaching all we know and see.

Christians, let us go and serve Him,
Now and through eternity.

Text: Jana Wolf (2000)

Postlude  "Postlude on HOLY MANNA"   Douglas Wagner
 Anne Armstrong, organ

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears mortals all away;
They fly, forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while life shall last,
And our eternal home.
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 “Two Hearts,” by Brian Doyle
From One Long River of Song: Notes on Wonder 

Some months ago my wife delivered twin sons one minute apart. The older is Joseph and the 
younger is Liam. Joseph is dark and Liam is light. Joseph is healthy and Liam is not. Joseph 
has a whole heart and Liam has half. This means that Liam will have two major surgeries 
before he is three years old.

I have read many pamphlets about Liam’s problem. I have watched many doctors’ hands  
drawing red and blue lines on pieces of white paper. They are trying to show me why Liam’s 
heart doesn’t work properly. I watch the markers in the doctors’ hands. Here comes red, there 
goes blue. The heart is a railroad station where the trains are switched to different tracks. A 
normal heart switches trains flawlessly two billion times in a life; in an abnormal heart, like 
Liam’s, the trains crash and the station crumbles to dust.

So there are many nights now when I tuck Liam and his wheezing train station under my 
beard in the blue hours of night and think about his Maker. I would kill the god who sentence 
him to such awful pain, I would stab him in the heart like he stabbed my son, I would shove 
my fury in his face like a fist, but I know in my own broken heart that this same god made my 
magic boys, shaped their apple faces and coyote eyes, put joy in the eager suck of their mouths. 
So it is that my hands are not clenched in anger but clasped in confused and merry and bitter 
prayer.

I talk to God more than I admit, “Why did you break my boy?” I ask.

I gave you that boy, he says, and his lean brown brother, and the elfin daughter you love so.

“But you wrote death on his heart,” I say.

I write death on all hearts, he says, just as I write life.

This is where the conversation always ends and I am left holding the extraordinary awful per-
fect prayer of my second son, who snores like a seal, who might die tomorrow, who did not 
die today. 
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Sunday, September 26
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am  Worship
12:15 pm Nominating Committee
5:00 pm Intro to FBCX Gathering

Monday, September 27
9:00 am Crisis Closet

Wednesday, September 29
9:30am  Language Ministry
3:00 pm  Open Time in youth room
 and children's center
4:45 pm  Youth and Children
 Worship Arts Workshops
5:30 pm  Youth Choir
5:30 pm  Family Dinner
6:00 pm  Children's Choir
6:15 pm  Youth "Unplugged"
6:30 pm  Language Ministry
6:30 pm  Choir Practice
6:30 pm  Adult Bible Study
6:45 pm  Flex time for children

Sunday, October 3
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am  Worship

Deacons of the Week
September 23  Oscar Hugley
October 30 Shannon Hart

THE RECORD SPEAKS
Date:  8/31/2021
Budget to Date  $431,654
Contributions  $364,797
Expenses  $364,912
Missions  $35,505
 -$35,619
September Birthdays
September 23 Anna Knight
September 26  John Snyder
September 28 Claire Davis
September 29 Geoffrey Hill
September 29 Paul Midkiff

October Birthdays
October 1 Bill Underwood
October 2  BJ Duke
October 3 Tracey Bryant
October 3 Sylvia Richardson

Condolences
We grieve with Andrea Stinson in the death of 
her uncle, Beau Kitchens. 

Save the Date
Sunday, October 24: Fall Festival
Sunday, November 7: Commitment Sunday

Wednesday's Menu
Please make reservations by Tuesday noon.
Breakfast for dinner

Our Life Together
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World Communion Sunday, Oct. 3

We will join congregations around the world in celebrating 
World Communion Sunday as we demonstrate the  
interconnectedness of Christian churches, regardless of 
denomination. This has become a beloved tradition at FBCX 
as we are mindful of the diversity of churches that gather 
and how we are all a part of God’s mission in the world. We 
also celebrate diverse cultures and traditions within our own 
congregation as we taste breads that have significance to 
the church members who make them. This year we will also 
have the opportunity to hear from a beloved friend of First 
Baptist, James Blay, as he comes to preach in worship.

Bread Baking: If you have a bread recipe that is special 
to you, your family, or heritage and would be willing to bake it for us, we would like to use 
it on our altar. If you would like to contribute in this way, please let Kelsey know this week.  
kelsey@fbcxmacon.org 

CBF Global Missions Offering
In the month of October, we will focus on learning about CBF’s Global Missions and field  
personnel, Tina and Jonathan Bailey. As we learn about their ministry, we will begin the  
process of becoming an Encourager Church, a CBF program that connects churches with field 
personnel around the world. We will enter into a covenant with the Baileys to work toward a
meaningful relationship with intentionality and to support them and their work  prayerfully 
and financially.
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Stewardship 2021

At our core, the First Baptist Church of Christ is a community of reunion, homecoming, and 
return. Now more than ever, in a world full of exile, our congregation stands as a beacon of 
hope,welcome, and radical hospitality.

In the weeks ahead as we enter our stewardship season, the time each year we set aside to 
recommit ourselves to each other and the work that God has put before us as a congregation, 
we'll, focus our attention on perhaps the most important spiritual resource our faith offers us 
to live through these long and difficult seasons: hope.

We will hear testimonies of delight and even joy in the face of frustration and despair. We'll 
remember together what is so special about this place and people whom we call home. And 
we'll dream together about what God is calling us to do, and who God is calling us to be in 
this season ahead. You received in the mail this week  a letter with more information about 
our campaign, as well as some resources to help you consider how God is leading you to 
participate. In a world of scarcity we remain committed to being a people of hopeful abun-
dance. We look forward to telling this good story of what God is up to among us together as a 
church in the season ahead.



12  |  FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

New to FBCX Gathering, this  
afternoon at 5pm
All new members and guests are invited to 
join us this afternoon at 5pm for our  
rescheduled gathering at the home of Stanley 
and Marie Roberts. We'll have a cookout and 
bonfire and get to know each other better 
as we talk about the church! The Roberts' 
address is 223 Old Ridge Way, Macon, GA 
31211. Tell the guard at the gate you are with 
the Roberts. See you soon! 

Deacon Ballots
Each fall, the First Baptist Church of Christ 
congregation has the opportunity and  
privilege of helping select those who will 
serve as deacons in our community of faith. 
Please mail them to the church, drop them 
in the offering plate, or follow the link in the 
Highlites. Deadline for voting is September
27.

Adult Bible Study in September:
Studies in Job
Join us for Bible study every Wednesday night 
at 6:30pm. This month, we'll follow along 
with the sermon emphasis and take a closer 
look at the Book of Job. Arguably among the 
greatest pieces of world literature, biblical or 
otherwise, Job explores universal questions of 
suffering and grief: Why do we suffer? What is 
the purpose of suffering? Is there a purpose to 
suffering? Is God good? Is God just? How are 
we to respond to suffering in our own life, or 
in the lives of others? Job offers no definitive 
answers, but instead honors the faithfulness of 
the questions themselves, and so we will too. 

We will gather in the fellowship hall, or you 
can join us virtually on Zoom following a 
link in the weekly email.

Sanctuary Flowers
These eight remaining dates are open for
providing flowers for Sunday worship:
October 3, 17, 31; November 7; and  
December 5 and 26. If you’re interested
and have questions about the process, 
Mary Leonard will be happy to help. Please 
contact her at 478-745-3866 home, 478-737-
4171 cell, or michael.leonard1@cox.net. You 
may also follow the link in the Highlites.
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Children
Upcoming Worship Arts:
September 29: Baking with Elliott Wall

Bread is a central image in Scripture and 
key element in Christian worship. In the 
weeks leading up to World Communion 
Sunday we'll explore these themes and dis-
cover how sharing food can build commu-
nity  (and your children may even see what 
they make in the Lord's Supper on October 
3)

New Wednesday schedule
3:00   Koinonia Corner (open time in the 

children's center beginning after school 
for homework, rest, and play)

4:45   Worship Arts Workshops (exploring 
different creative outlets every few 
weeks)

5:30 Family Dinner

6:00 Children's Choir

6:45   Flex Time (may include missions,  
discipleship, play, or whatever else the 
children may need that week)

Save the date
October 24: Fall Festival

Youth
Winter Youth Summit
A weekend retreat for youth in Alabama
and surrounding states. This year’s theme
is “Dwell, in Me, in Us, in the World” and
is based out of the 84th Psalm.

When: January 14-16, 2022
Where: First Baptist Church, Huntsville
Cost: $150
Sign up by October 10th with a $40
deposit that will go toward the total cost.
Lodging will be at a hotel near the church.
We will leave Friday, January 14th as soon
as students get out of school.

Save the date
October 22: Midnight Madness
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Make the most of the Worship Cart
We're glad to offer a worship cart full of 
items and activities for the younger  
worshippers among us who may have a 
harder time paying attention through  
worship. Maybe some weeks all your child 
needs is a distraction, and the cart can offer 
that, but it's also so much more! Use the 
worship cart to help your whole family  
engage better in worship.

New coloring pages and activity sheets 
are available each week, and will often line 
up with the scripture lessons from worship 
and/or Sunday school that week. Encourage 
children to use them to reinforce what they 
are learning about God. These occupy hands, 
eyes, and minds and may be most useful if 
your child's mind starts to wander during 
scripture lessons or the sermon.

Finger labyrinths and coloring mandalas 
keep us engaged with meditative repetition. 
These occupy hands and eyes while the 
mind stays engaged and may be most useful 
during prayers or music that we listen to. 

Tactile objects such as legos, pipe cleaners, 
and wikki stix also occupy eyes, hands, and 
minds as children create different images, 
but can be used to better connect with the 
themes of worship. Have children make 
depictions of stories they hear in worship or 
create a representation of how they're feeling. 

Fidget objects occupy hands to help eyes 
and minds stay engaged with what's  
happening. They're most helpful when 
your child needs to pay attention to what's 
happening, such as singing together or at 
the beginning of scripture lessons and the 
sermon. 

Books are available as well, and are useful 
when a child needs something to do on their 
own. They may disengage the child directly 
from what's happening in worship, but all 
of the books on the cart will still help them 
connect with God. 

Grown-ups are encouraged to visit the 
worship cart with their children to think 
through what they may need that day. You 
will also probably need to remain engaged 
with your children throughout worship as 
you help them connect with what's  
happening and model worshipful behavior. 
You are also asked to return to the worship 
cart at the end of worship to ensure  
everything is put back where it came from 
so all families can enjoy the cart the next 
week! 

And remember that worship doesn't end 
when you leave the sanctuary. Continue to 
talk as a family about what you saw, heard, 
said, and felt during worship. Ask one thing 
your children remember from worship, and 
share your answers as well! Have everyone 
share something they learned or  
remembered that they love about God. 

Worship isn't about memorizing new  
information for a test; it's about engaging 
with God in community! The more you 
work those muscles with your children, the 
stronger a foundation you're helping build 
for a lifetime faith journey. 

                                         JD
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Now. Here. This.
“Bali is my body. Christ is my life.” -Nyoman 
Darsane

We would drive out to Darsane’s studio at 
least once a week with Tina and  
Jonathan Bailey to meet everyone for 
gamelan practice. Gamelan is traditional 
Balinese music that is beautiful and  
complex. There were a few songs that I 
would play the part that was manageable for 
the less musically inclined, watching for my 
cues. *leader nods head *hit gong. 

But for most of these practices, I watched 
and spent time with Darsane, the owner of 
the space and one of the most incredible 
artists and theologians I have ever met. 

“Bali is my body. Christ is my life.” He would 
say this as we walked through rooms of 
paintings and shuffled through stacks of 
sketches. His art said this too. The symbols, 
style, and images in his artwork reflected his 
Balinese culture; the stories they told were 
of his faith- Jesus, in traditional Balinese 
dress, dancing (not just walking) on water. 
Through his culture and life, Darsane taught 
me about my own faith. Different bodies and 
cultures, same Christ.

Communion has the power to remind us of 
this every time we share it. Next week as we 
celebrate World Communion Sunday, this 
will be our intention. We are different bodies, 
different cultures, within our sanctuary and 
in sacred spaces around the world. This is 
worth celebrating. And we are bound to one 
another through our life in Christ. 

This year, World Communion Sunday will 
also be the start of a CBF Global Missions 
focus and special offering opportunity. 
Through October, we will share more about 
CBF Global Missions, the work of field  
personnel, and our relationship with Tina 
and Jonathan Bailey as we enter into an  
Encourager Church covenant together. As 
we learn more about God’s work in the 
world, I ask that you consider donating to 
support CBF Global Missions. 

Set up through the church will be envelopes 
numbered 1 through 200. The number  
represents the donation amount. To donate, 
pick up an envelope and turn it into the 
office or offering plate with your donation 
matching the number.  

The money raised will support missions 
in a few different ways. A portion will be 
given to the CBF Global Missions offering, 
another portion will be given to support the 
ministry of CBF field personnel Tina and 
Jonathan Bailey, and some will go towards 
our missions budget for Encourager Church 
efforts to send a group to see and participate 
in the Bailey’s ministry. 

You are invited to celebrate with us in  
worship next Sunday.

Come to the table as you are. Come to cele-
brate the culture and body that is yours and 
tells your story. Come and be  
reminded of the life that is offered through 
Christ. Come and see how this is what we 
have in common.

                                                  Kelsey
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Signs of the Season
The paraments of the pulpit and the communion table are visible reminders of the current 
season of the church year. Ordinary Time begins after Pentecost and ends with Advent. 
During this season, we celebrate the "ordinary events" of our Christian lives. The liturgical 
color for this season is green, symbolizing life, freshness, and hope. 

Flowers
The flowers are given to the glory of God in loving memory of our granddaughter, Eileen 
Pham, by Jack and Gwen Colwell.


