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Welcome to worship this morning with the First Baptist Church of Christ. We are thrilled to
be back worshiping in our sanctuary after a year outside of our building. As we gather this
morning know that we are committed to everyone’s safety and comfort as we create sacred

space and time together.

Things to Know

» Masks are required at all times during worship, when moving through the building, and
when with children. Each Sunday school class is making its own decisions regarding masks
in class.

« Available pews have cushions in them. Unavailable pews have the cushions removed.
« Please keep social distance by avoiding gathering in groups before and after the service.

« Be mindful of others. Err on the side of caution out of respect for those who are abiding by
stricter practices.

« Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or
remain seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound.
Invitations to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to
respond in word or song are noted in bold.

« If you have any questions or concerns, please find an usher.

For Those With Children
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age
3-kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working
on Worship) experience.

For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on the
back of the pews. Please don't hesitate to ask an usher for assistance. Large print bulletins are
available at both entrances. If you have special hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to
bring you a hearing assistance device from the sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back
there and get one. An accessible restroom is located up one floor across from the office. If you,
or someone with you, requires special assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an
usher.



THE OFFERING OF PRAISE
The Sounding of the Hour Anne Armstrong

Prelude "Rigaudon” Andre Campra
Anne Armstrong, organ

The Call to Worship Phoebe Capps

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.
We dream of a future with hope.

While we were still far off, you saw us with compassion, and ran to put your arms around us
and kissed us.

We run to meet you in this future with hope.
You tell us not to fear, for you have redeemed us, and called us by name.
We do not fear, for we have a future with hope.
Do not remember the things that have passed, you say. For you promise to do a new thing.

We watch as it springs forth among us and around us and within us, this future with
hope. Praise be to the God who brings us all home!

Psalm 126, Luke 15:11-24, Jeremiah 29:10-14, Isaiah 43

*The Hymn of Praise 350 Blessed Be the Name BLESSED NAME
O for a thousand tongues to sing, blessed be the name of the Lord!
The glories of my God and King, blessed be the name of the Lord!

Chorus:
Blessed be the name, blessed be the name, blessed be the name of the Lord!
Blessed be the name, blessed be the name, blessed be the name of the Lord!

Jesus, the name that calms my fears, blessed be the name of the Lord!
'"Tis music in the sinner's ears, blessed be the name of the Lord! [Refrain]

He breaks the power of canceled sin, blessed be the name of the Lord!
His blood can make the foulest clean, blessed be the name of the Lord! [Refrain]

I never shall forget that day, blessed be the name of the Lord!
When Jesus washed my sins away, blessed be the name of the Lord! [Refrain]

*The Invocation Kelsey Stillwell
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*The Gloria Patri 705 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen.

The Words of Welcome Kelsey Stillwell

"Let the Children Come" Scott Dickison

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W.,, a preschool worship experience! We will meet
with the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come”. Parents, please come pick
up your children immediately after worship. The W O W leader this week is Sara Binet and the

shepherds this week are Lesley and Nate Myrick.

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory 418

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing;

Our helper He, amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing.

For still our ancient foe

Doth seek to work us woe;

His craft and power are great,
And, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing,

Were not the right Man on our side,
The Man of God's own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be?

Christ Jesus, it is He;

Lord Sabbaoth, His name,

From age to age the same,

And He must win the battle.

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

And though this world, with devils filled,

Should threaten to undo us,

We will not fear, for God has willed
His truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim,

We tremble not for him;

His rage we can endure,

For lo, his doom is sure;

One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers,
No thanks to them, abideth;

The Spirit and the gifts are ours
Through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go,

This mortal life also;

The body they may kill:

God's truth abideth still,

His kingdom is forever.

EIN’ FESTE BURG

*The Offertory Prayer Andrew Manis

Deacon of the Week

4 | FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST



The Offertory "Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us"
Joan Stockstill Godsey, piano

*The Offertory Response "Doxology"

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD
The First Lesson Psalm 146

Praise the Lorp!
Praise the Lorp, O my soul!
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LOrD their God,
who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.
The LorbD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lorp lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lorp loves the righteous.
The Lorp watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
The Lorp will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lorp!
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William Bradbury
arr. Fred Bock

OLD 100TH

Darrell J. Pursiful



For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,
Thanks be to God

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer Scott Dickison

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever
and ever, Amen.

The Anthem “Be Not Afraid” Craig Courtney
The Chancel Choir

Be not afraid, for I have redeemed you.
Be not afraid, I have called you by name.

When you pass the waters, I will be with you.
When you pass through the floods, they will not sweep oer you.
When you pass through the fire you will not be consumed.
You are mine; you are precious in my sight.

My love for you is everlasting.
My love for you will have no end.
Text: Based on Isaiah 43:1-4

The Second Lesson Isaiah 43:1-7 Scott Dickison

But now thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
Because you are precious in my sight,
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and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
I will say to the north, “Give them up,’
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”

For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,
Thanks be to God

The Sermon "Be Not Afraid" Scott Dickison
Fourth in the series: A Future with Hope

THE OFFERING OF THE COMMITMENT
*The Hymn of Commitment 425 How Firm a Foundation FOUNDATION

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word!
What more can He say than to you He has said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

"Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

"When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.
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"When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no, never, no never forsake!"

Recognition of the Seekers Class Dee Bratcher
Chair of the Adult Education Committee

*The Spoken Benediction Scott Dickison

The Congregational Response "May the Road Rise to Meet You" Lee Turner

May the road rise to meet you
May the wind blow at your back
May the sun shine warmly on your face
May the rain fall soft upon your field
And until we meet again, (until we meet again)
May God hold you in the palm of his hand. Amen

The Postlude "Trompette Jubilante" Craig Penfield
Anne Armstrong, organ arr. Anna Laura Page

Church Conference
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9:45 am Sunday school
11:00 am Worship
12:00 pm Budget vote
Wednesday, November 3

9:30am Language Ministry

3:00 pm  Open Time in youth room
and children's center

4:45 pm Children Worship Arts

Workshops
5:30 pm Youth Choir
5:30 pm Family Dinner
6:00 pm Children's Choir
6:15 pm Youth "Unplugged"
6:30 pm Language Ministry
6:30 pm Choir Practice
6:30 pm Adult Bible Study
6:45 pm Flex time for children

Sunday, November 7
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Commitment Sunday

9:45 am Sunday school
11:00 am Worship
Deacons of the Week
October 28 Linda Manis
November 4 Bryan Whitfield
THE RECORD SPEAKS
Date: 9/30/2021
Budget to Date $485,611
Contributions $403,580
Expenses $416,974
Missions $40,383
-$53,777
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November Birthdays

November 1
November 2
November 3
November 4
November 4
November 5
November 5
November 5
November 5
November 6
November 6
November 7

Condolences

Paige Tench

Ethan Thompson

Peter Treiber

John Thomas Long

Jeff Wiles

Sharon Bailey

Parker Johns

Raleigh Mann
Amy Leigh McCord

Sheila Conn

Darrell Pursiful
Michael Fulwood

We grieve with the Marla Potts and family in
the death of her mother, Pat Henderson.

We grieve with the Milam family in the death

of Bob Milam.

We grieve with Beverly Penley and her family
in the death of her sister-in-law Susie Pape.

Save the Date

Sunday, November 7: Commitment Sunday

Sunday, November 28:The First Sunday of

Advent



Special Missions Giving
@ Envelope Challenge

How to Give: Displayed in the Education building and hallway by the office are
envelopes numbered 1 through 200. The number marked on each envelope

represents the donation amount. To donate, pick up an envelope (or two) and turn it
into the office or offering plate with your donation matching the envelope number.

Your gift will support missions in 3 ways:

OFFERING FOR j]
GLOBAL MISSIONS

BECAUSE PRESENCE MATTERS

The Offering for Global Missions secures the
long-term presence of all CBF field
personnel, while field personnel raise support
from friends, family, and other partners to fund
their mission programming.

Support the Ministry of Field
Personnel, Jonathan & Tina Bailey
S—

Jonathan and Tina Bailey are serving in Bali,

Indonesia with emphasis on spiritual expression
through music, dance, and visual arts both inside
and outside the local Christian community.

WHAT IS AN ENCOURAGER CHURCH?

Encourager Churches come alongside field personnel in partnership in

° order to build bridges in mission engagement.

A portion of giving will go towards our efforts to connect with the

Encourager

ministry of Jonathan & Tina Bailey as we enter into an

Encourager Church covenant together.
Church 9 9

Prefer to give online? Pick up an envelope and make your donation

through our online giving site and app, EasyTithe. Scan this QR
code to be taken to the site. Choose "Envelope Challenge" Fund.
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Stewardship 2021

A FUTURE
WITH HOPE

Nz

Over the last several weeks we've been
thinking and praying together about how
Christian life includes cycles of exile and
return. We've given thanks for the tools that
God has given us to connect even as we are
apart, to be together in Spirit even when we
aren't together in body.

And yet: there’s one more step in the dance
of Christian life. There is exile, there is
return, and then there is a third movement:
being sent back out into the world for the
sake of our neighbors and creation as a
whole. It’s being

commissioned, sent for the sake of God’s
love and justice, God’s future of hope.

First Baptist is a community of return, a
place of homecoming. And it’s also a
community of sending, a place that
commissions us as agents of God’s love and
grace, so that all may experience a sense of
homecoming into God’s new world of
compassion, dignity, and joy.

Hopefully you have joined us over these
past several weeks in prayerfully
considering how, with the Spirit’s wisdom,

you can contribute to the ongoing returning

and sending that makes the First Baptist
Church of Christ who we are today, and
who we’ll be tomorrow.

You should have received, our proposed
budget for the year to come—our plan for
how we will put to use the financial
resources of this church in service of the
unique call God has put before us in this
next season in the life of our old, old,
church.

Having discussed this budget on
Wednesday night, we will vote immediately
after worship.

Then bring your pledge cards to worship
next Sunday, November 7, online or in
person, for Commitment Sunday, when we
will return our cards and recommit
ourselves to each other and the work God
has put before us. With a past so full of
grace, our future, thanks be to God, is
likewise full of hope.
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Chilcdren

Upcoming Worship Arts:
Patchwork, November 3 and 10

led by Gladys Keith

Gladys is a prime example of using
creativity to help the community, crafting
and sharing quilts that bring comfort to
others. As she shares about patchwork art
with children we'll experience a real-life
metaphor for God's Kingdom—many
pieces coming together to make one whole.

Upcoming Events:
November 12
Virtual Game and Movie night.

(see Children's Ministry newsletter for
more details)

Virtual
Game & Movie

Friday, November 12

5:00-7:00 PM %ﬁ}
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Youth

Winter Youth Summit mw

January 14-16th in Huntsville.

If you are signed up, Kelsey @ @ M M @ IN] ”TY

will be in touch as other YOUTH GROUP

deadlines approach. If you did Centenary United Methodist Church - First Baptist Church of Christ
not Sigl’l up’ there are a few High Street Unitarian Universalist Church - St. Francis Episcoal Church

extra spots available. Email General Schedule

Kelsey ASAP to claim one! FOOD, FUN, & FELLOWSHIP

Macon Community Youth | Firstsunday arT Starting in November
12:30-2:30 at St. Francis Episcopal Church

Group

Second Sunday: CONVERSATION
We are teaming up Wlth 3 5:30-7:30 at Centenary United Methodist Church

other churches to offer Sunday ~ Third Sunday: MISSIONS _

. K 5:30-7:30 at First Baptist Church of Christ
gatherings as a collective Fourth Sunday: GAMES
group! 12:30-2:30 at St. Francis Episcopal Church

Fifth Sunday
TBD at High Street Unitarian Universalist Church

Masks required inside

As leaders of these churches,

we want to offer an

ecumenical space for our

students to gather, giving them the
chance to both meet other youth and
benefit from a larger group gathering
that we can't create in our smaller
individual groups. -I will need to have an idea of how many of
our students to expect. I will start sharing
a sign up for you to choose the dates your
student plans to attend.

-To start, I will need at least one additional
adult to come with us as a chaperone when
we go to St. Francis and Centenary.

Here's what you need to know:

-Churches currently involved:
Centenary United Methodist Church,
High Street Unitarian Universalist
Church, & St. Francis Episcopal Church

-Each host church will provide food for the
entire group (why I need an idea of our
number).

-We will follow the general schedule in
the image above and our first week will
be November 7th
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Stewandship Testimeny

I give not for the upkeep of the building or to pay the ministers salaries. I give for:
A young acolyte with newly shorn hair, a white acolyte’s robe and neon orange tennis shoes.

On the first day of VBS, the excited voices of a hundred children (we are all children on this
day).

A trained opera voice singing Jesus Loves Me in a Sunday service.

Sundays without heat. Sundays without air conditioning. Sundays when lightning struck the
steeple and without sound.

The Sunday an acolyte had a percussion part in a children’s call to worship and the church
waited.

My daughter’s hands shredding two balls of playdough as we said goodbye to her
grandmother.

The joy and pride on the music minister’s face when one of “his kids” sings the anthem.
The young and old and everyone between making their pledge on All Saints day.

The beauty of five youth choirs singing together but even more how happy they are just to be
together.

A young believer and a noted theologian struggling together to get one grape off the bunch for
communion and becoming equal in their struggles.

The hush of Christmas eve.
A new widow holding her husband’s picture at the funeral.

Two deacons who are educators at rival county high schools serving communion together on
back to school Sunday.

An infant going for a stroll in a minister’s arms to meet family.
A grandchild’s slow and gentle steps as they guide a grandparent to their pew.
The holy silence on good Friday when you are the only one in the building.
Connie Pursiful
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It was on a Sunday in March of 1984 that a
group of seven church members gathered
to create a new Sunday School class to be
called “The Seekers.” Joan Godsey, who
would go on to become the central leader
of the class for the next nearly 40 years,
wrote in the original proposal that the aim
was,

“To explore the meaning of their faith in an
open and free context in which both
affirmations and questions are discussed...
On subjects determined by the people in
the class, from interpretation of the
Scriptures to the Christian
understanding of nuclear disarmament...in
order to understand how their faith relates
to the difficulties and triumphs of
everyday life”

Rollin Armour taught the first lesson the
following Sunday, which was on St.
Augustine. The new class had already
doubled in size, and before long would
increase its membership threefold and
become, for many years, both the largest
Sunday School class in our congregation
and the first class many new and
prospective members would attend.

While difficult to believe now, the aim and
structure of this class--intentionally open,
encouraging of discussion, and not bound
to any curriculum apart from the wishes
of the class itself--in its time was quite
unique, and raised a few eyebrows. These
were the days when Sunday School
“quarterlies” produced by the
denominational office were the expected
subject material and were to be taught by a
central teacher in the class. Discussion was
perhaps not as valued as retention.

The Seekers, with their democratized
structure (while there have been class
directors, they have never had a central
“teacher”), adventurous curriculum that was
not afraid to lean into the intersections of
faith and politics or social issues, and culture
that was open to doubts and questions, was,
for our congregation, a breath of fresh air.

In many ways, the Seekers began as the
“alternative” track and so many years later are
very much the mainstream of our
congregation. Not only has their class
membership included some of our most
active and engaged members, but their
approach to faith and discipleship has come
to define the wider trajectory of our church.
It would be impossible to tell the story of our
congregation over these last nearly 40 years
without speaking of the Seekers, and it is safe
to say that without their witness among us
we would be a much different congregation.

Yet, these last few years, even before the
pandemic, have been difficult for them as a
class. They experienced many
heartbreaking deaths of longtime members.
The age and health of the remaining
members had become such that meeting
regularly as a class was more and more
difficult. So in July of this year, in a class
meeting at the home of Joan and Kirby
Godsey, the twelve Seekers present
supported Joan's motion that “we have
completed our mission.”

So we honor them this morning, giving
thanks to God for their 37 years of

faithful witness among us. Their approach

to discipleship as a journey of formation and
devotion to each other and the mission of the
church has, itself, been a powerful testimony
to “the meaning of faith”

SHD
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Signs of the Season

The paraments on the pulpit and the communion table are visible reminders of the current
season of the church year. For Reformation Sunday, the color is red, symbolizing the
movement of the Spirit both during that time in church history and in the church today.

Flowers

The sanctuary flowers are given by the Adult Education Committee to the glory of God and
in honor of the Seekers Sunday school class, who have explored the meaning of faith together
for 37 years, leaving an indelible mark upon our church.
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