
November 14, 2021
Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost

"Jimson Weed," Georgia O'Keefe, 1936 



Welcome to worship this morning with the First Baptist Church of Christ. We are thrilled to 
be back worshiping in our sanctuary after a year outside of our building. As we gather this 
morning know that we are committed to everyone’s safety and comfort as we create sacred 
space and time together. 

Things to Know 
•   Masks are required at all times during worship, when moving through the building, and 

when with children. Each Sunday school class is making its own decisions regarding masks 
in class.

•   Available pews have cushions in them. Unavailable pews have the cushions removed.
•   Please keep social distance by avoiding gathering in groups before and after the service.
•   Be mindful of others. Err on the side of caution out of respect for those who are abiding by 

stricter practices.
•   Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or  

remain seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. 
Invitations to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to  
respond in word or song are noted in bold. 

•   If you have any questions or concerns, please find an usher.

For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.

For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on the 
back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance. Large print bulletins are 
available at both entrances. If you have special hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to 
bring you a hearing assistance device from the sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back 
there and get one. An accessible restroom is located up one floor across from the office. If you, 
or someone with you, requires special assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an 
usher.
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THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour   Anne Armstrong

 Jennings Tarpley, acolyte

Prelude   "God of Grace and God of Glory"   arr. Anna Laura Page
 Anne Armstrong, organ

The Call to Worship   Phoebe Capps

Let our hearts exult in the Lord;
Our strength is exalted in God.

Let our mouths be ever fixed in praise.
God has given us the victory.

There is no Holy One like the Lord;
There is no Rock like our God.

*The Hymn of Praise 334 Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above AMSTERDAM

Praise the Lord who reigns above
And keeps His court below;
Praise the holy God of love,
And all His greatness show;
Praise Him for His noble deeds,
Praise Him for His matchless power;
Him from whom all good proceeds
Let earth and heaven adore.
Celebrate th’eternal God
With harp and psaltery,
Timbrels soft and cymbals loud
In His high praise agree;
Praise Him every tuneful string;
All the reach of heavenly art,
All the powers of music bring,
The music of the heart.

*The Invocation   Phoebe Capps

Him, in whom they move and live,
Let every creature sing,
Glory to their Maker give,
And homage to their King.
Hallowed be His name beneath,
As in heaven on earth adored;
Praise the Lord in every breath,
Let all things praise the Lord.
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*The Gloria Patri 705  Glory Be to the Father  GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

World without end. Amen.

The Words of Welcome   Kelsey Stillwell

"Let the Children Come"   JD Granade

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will meet  
with the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come.” Parents, please come pick 
 up your children immediately after worship. The W.O.W. shepherds this week are Danielle and 
Doug Barnes.

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory 71 Be Thou My Vision SLANE

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art:
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
Be Thou my wisdom and Thou my true word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord:
Thou my soul’s shelter, and Thou my high tower,
Raise Thou me heavenward, O Power of my power.
Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

*The Offertory Prayer   Fay Boie
  Deacon of the Week
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The Offertory Anthem “Like a River” traditional African-American spiritual 
 The Chancel Choir arr. Tim Osiek

I’ve got peace like a river in my soul.
I’ve got peace like a river, soothing river, calmly flow.

When the world closes in, feel the stillness within.

I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul.
I’ve got love like an ocean, endless ocean, deep and full.

When you’re lost and alone, let the waves bring you home.

I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul.
When your hope nearly dies, 

Just remember, once again, you shall rise!

I’ve got joy like a fountain, love like an ocean, 
Peace like a river in my soul.

*The Offertory Response  "Doxology"  OLD 100TH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

Encourager Church Covenant  Ellen Seacrest

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson  Psalm 16 Barry Johns

Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 
    I have no good apart from you.” 
As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, 
    in whom is all my delight. 
Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; 
    their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
    or take their names upon my lips. 
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 
    you hold my lot. 
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The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
    I have a goodly heritage. 
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
    in the night also my heart instructs me. 
I keep the Lord always before me; 
    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
    my body also rests secure. 
For you do not give me up to Sheol, 
    or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
You show me the path of life. 
    In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
    in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer   Scott Dickison
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  

and ever, Amen.
The Second Lesson  Mark 13:1-8 Scott Dickison

As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large 
stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? 
Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and 
Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all 
these things are about to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that 
no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead 
many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take 
place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the 
beginning of the birth pangs.
 For the Good News of God,

Thanks be to God
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The Sermon  "The Birth Pangs" Scott Dickison

The precision of pain and the blurriness of joy. I'm thinking
how precise people are when they describe their pain in a doctor's office.
Even those who haven't learned to read and write are precise:

"This one's a throbbing pain, that one's a wrenching pain,
this one gnaws, that one burns, this is a sharp pain
and that––a dull one. Right here. Precisely here,
yes, yes." Joy blurs everything, I've heard people say
after night of love and feasting, "It was great,
I was in seventh heaven." Even the spaceman who floated
in outer space, tethered to a spaceship, could say only, "Great,
wonderful, I have no words."
The blurriness of joy and the precision of pain—
I want to describe, with a sharp pain's precision, happiness
and blurry joy. I learned to speak among the pains.

from, "The Precision of Pain and the Blurriness of Joy: The Touch of Longing is Everywhere," by Yehuda 
Amichai. (Translated from the Hebrew by Chana Bloch and Chana Kronfeld)

THE OFFERING OF THE COMMITMENT

*The Hymn of Commitment 631 O Love That Will Not Let Me Go DONNA

O Love that will not let me go,  O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I rest my weary soul in Thee;   I cannot close my heart to Thee;
I give Thee back the life I owe,   I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
That in Thine ocean depths   And feel the promise is not vain
Its flow may richer, fuller be,   That morn shall tearless be,
May richer, fuller be.   That morn shall tearless be. 
O Light that followest all my way,  O Cross that liftest up my head,
I yield my flickering torch to Thee;  I dare not ask to hide from Thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray.  I lay in dust life's glory dead,
That in Thy sunshine's blaze is day  And from the ground there blossoms red
May brighter, fairer be,  Life that shall endless be,
May brighter, fairer be.   Life that shall endless be. 
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*The Spoken Benediction   Scott Dickison

The Congregational Response "May the Road Rise to Meet You" Lee Turner

May the road rise to meet you
May the wind blow at your back

May the sun shine warmly on your face
May the rain fall softly on your field

And until we meet again, (until we meet again)
May God hold you in the palm of his hand.  Amen.

  
Postlude  "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty"   arr. Eric Thiman
 Anne Armstrong, organ
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Sunday, November 14
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am  Worship
12:15 pm Church Council Meeting

Wednesday, November 17
9:30am  Language Ministry
3:00 pm  Open Time in youth room
 and children's center
4:45 pm  Children Worship Arts  
 Workshops
5:30 pm  Youth Choir
5:30 pm  Family Dinner
6:00 pm  Children's Choir
6:15 pm  Youth "Unplugged"
6:30 pm  Language Ministry
6:30 pm  Choir Practice
6:30 pm  Adult Bible Study
6:45 pm  Flex time for children

Sunday, November 21
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am  Worship with communion
4:00 pm Advent Workshop

Deacons of the Week
November 11 Fay Boie
November 18  Tricia Whitby

THE RECORD SPEAKS
Date: 9/30/2021
Budget to Date $485,611
Contributions $403,580
Expenses $416,974
Missions $40,383
 -$53,777

November Birthdays
November 14 Mary Leonard
November 14 Marjorie Mosely
November 15 Mary Jane Johnson
November 15 Chris Kirby
November 15 Kathryn Scoggins
November 16 Kent Bruner
November 16 Karl Gustafson
November 16 David Johansen
November 16 Kitty Knight
November 18 Jody Long
November 18 Lesli Underwood
November 19 Amy Alderman
November 19 Kristen Bailey
November 19 Ross Hardy
November 20 Cindy Fuller

Condolences
We grieve with Beverly Penley and her family 
in the death of her sister-in-law Susie Pape.

We grieve with William Underwood III and his 
family in the death of his father William  
Underwood, Jr. 

Save the Date
Sunday, November 28:The First Sunday of 
Advent

Wednesday's Menu:  
Please make reservations by Wednesday 
morning.
Pumpkin/Vanilla Waffles, Bacon/Turkey  
Sausage Patties, Cheesy Scrambled Eggs, Hash 
Brown Casserole, Fresh Fruit Cups and Yogurt 
Cups

Our Life Together
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Jonathan and Tina Bailey are serving in Bali, Indonesia with 
emphasis on spiritual expression through music, dance, and visual 
arts both inside and outside the local Christian community. The 
majority of Bali’s population is Balinese who practice a unique 
branch of Hinduism, but many religions and cultures are  
represented on this island located in the middle of the Indonesian 
archipelago. Bali is also home to a diverse community of people 
from around the world who have migrated to Bali for work or to 
explore a way of life that is less driven by consumerism. Many who 
migrate to Bali are involved in the arts, as Bali has a deep artistic 
culture.

Within the Christian church in Bali, the Baileys encourage  
Christian artists to stay connected to their culture using the music, 
dance and visual arts of their native community, offering culturally 
appropriate forms for the local church.

Outside the church, Jonathan and Tina provide support for and  
encourage artists through the Narwastu Art Community, which 
they organized in 2005. This community is made up of musicians 

and dancers from around the world who learn and collaborate together alongside a core 
group of Balinese and internationals who call Bali their home.

While the art created is significant, the initiatives of the Narwastu community also provide the 
space for meaningful relationships that bridge cultural, linguistic and religious differences to 
begin and grow. It is in this open space of heart and mind that transformation takes place.

Tina also teaches in prison arts program for inmates in Bali’s high security prison,  
mentoring prisoners in art-making and forming relationships with inmates. She works to  
develop artistic technique as well as life-skills to assist them as they re-integrate into society 
after they are released. She also consults for other prisons that are also interested in  
developing similar programs.
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The Fridge Door
As a parent of young  
children I am so grateful 
for all who have come 
together to provide 
after-school activities for 
our students this fall. They 
are greeted by snacks and 
smiling faces. Retired 
teachers have helped them 
finish their homework 

before playtime and so many talented folks 
from the church have shared their gifts in the 
Worship Arts workshops. After months of not 
seeing their friends as much as they wanted and 
not being able to spend time at church this has 
been a wonderful way to come home.

Ellen Sechrest joins us in worship  
as we begin our Encourager  
Church Covenant
Ellen helps congregations grow into a  
deeper connection with CBF Global  
Missions through collaboration with field  
personnel, the Encourager Church ministry, 

and short-term mission engagement.
As a minister who served on a church staff 
for 30 years, Ellen understands that when a  
congregation forms deep mission  
relationships, a transformation occurs—for 
both the church and the person.  
Working with mission committees, she 
assists congregations in establishing  
connections and partnerships with CBF 
field personnel serving around the world. 
She is a graduate of Mars Hill College and 
Southern Seminary (Master of Divinity) 
with a concentration in Christian  
Education.
Ellen enjoys traveling, entertaining,  
cooking, being on the beach, and  
connecting people to new places and 
friends. She claims fandom of Jesus’ team, 
the Atlanta Braves. 
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Wednesday Nights Through the End 
of the Year
Join us for Wednesday Night Church at 
6:30pm!

Nov. 17:    Kelsey shares on the ministry of 
CBF Field Personnel, Jonathan and 
Tina Bailey

Nov. 24:  No Wednesday Night activities

Dec. 1:    Year-End Church Conference 
***6:00pm***  Scott leads Bible Study 
to follow

Dec. 8: Scott leads Bible Study

Dec. 15: Children's Choir Concert 

Dec. 22:  No Wednesday Night activities 

Dec.29:  No Wednesday Night activities

Update from Pandemic Task Force
As we prepare for the Advent and Christmas 
holidays and beyond, our Pandemic Task 
Force will meet in the coming days to assess 
our current policies and chart a course for 
the season ahead. We are grateful for the 
congregation's cooperation throughout this 
long season!

Construction on the Spire

Earlier this year, water damage was  
discovered in our beloved spire. Over the 
past few weeks a crew from Sheridan  
Construction has been working to remove 
the damaged wood in the old spiral staircase 
and rebuild a new platform at the sanctuary 
level. They will soon install a new metal  
staircase up to the next platform. The leak, 
which turned out to be from a drain pipe 
coupling that had separated, was also  
repaired, as well as some cosmetic elements 
on the exterior. The Properties Committee 
has been working closely with the crew 
to guide this process, keeping the Church 
Council updated with the progress. While 
these are not repairs we had planned, they 
will dramatically improve the safety and  
usability of the spire and preserve this  
beloved feature of our church for years to 
come. 

Monday Flower Crew
We need some help dividing the flowers 
placed in the sanctuary on Sunday into 
smaller bouquets. You would arrange flowers 
into vases on Monday mornings, once per 
month, to be taken by others to those FBCX 
members who are sick or experiencing loss.  
It is a rewarding, vital FBCX ministry and 
we need your help fulfilling it. If you would 
like to contribute 1-2 hours per month as 
part of the Floral Arts Servant Team, please 
contact Fay Boie at 478-745-9768 or the 
FBCX office.
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Joe Johnson Retiring at the End of the Month
After serving on our church staff for the past eight years, Joe Johnson will retire at the end of 
this month. Joe first joined our staff in 2013 as our Facilities Manager, and through the years 
has taken on bookkeeping and human resources responsibilities to assume the role as Church 
Administrator. Joe eased into retirement last year, giving up responsibilities with the building 
and moving to part-time to handle our books. He announced earlier this year that he would 
step down fully at the end of November.

Joe has been such a gift to our church over his time on staff and for many years before as he 
chaired our Properties Committee. He continues to volunteer with the AV servant team and 
his intimate knowledge of the buildings has been, and will continue to be, invaluable. Perhaps 
more than anyone over these last eight years, Joe has had the thankless job of making sure all 
the parts of the church we too often take for granted run smoothly. He’s done so with care,  
intentionality, and grace.

We give thanks to God for Joe and Mary Jane Johnson. For her part, Mary Jane has served as 
our wedding coordinator for the last several years, and will give up those duties to ensure they 
both can enjoy this retirement together. 

We will recognize Joe at the end of worship on November 28. Please offer Joe your thanks for 
these years of service among us.
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Children
Upcoming Worship Arts:
Nov. 17 & Dec. 1: Creating Sacred Space 
with DeWayne Moore
Save the Date:

Parents' Night Out: December 11

Youth
Community Youth Group: Today
5:30-7:30pm  
Meet at Centenary United Methodist 
Church, dinner provided
Backpack Ministry
The Backpack Ministry needs a few 
more volunteers, so the youth are on the 
schedule to help!
Our first day is this Tuesday, November 
16th at 6:00-7:00pm.
Only 3 youth are needed to sign up! We 
will pack bags together and it shouldn’t 
take more than an hour. Let Kelsey 
know if your student would like to  
volunteer this week. 
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Now. Here. This.
“But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
 Acts 1:8

In our church manual, a portion of the  
Missions Committee’s intention draws from 
this text saying,

“To bear witness to God’s grace and the story 
of Jesus’ radical love in Jerusalem (Macon/our 
community), in all Judea and Samaria  
(Georgia/surrounding areas), and to the ends 
of the earth. (Acts 1:8) To bring the congre-
gation alongside as we join the work God is 
doing in the world.”

You can see this calling lived out at FBCX 
from the work of the ministries we  
continue within the church, the  
organizations we connect with in our  
community, the relationships we have 
around the world, and the many people and 
places we support financially. I am proud of 
our congregation that does this already and 
continues to explore ways for us to extend 
God’s love locally, within our state, and to 
the ends of the earth. 

This Sunday, we extend our global  
connection  as we sign our Encourager 
Church covenant with CBF Global Missions 
and CBF Field Personnel Jonathan and Tina 
Bailey, serving in Bali, Indonesia. We begin 
this journey with hope and anticipation for 
how this partnership will unfold and enrich 
our lives. To get to this new beginning,  

however, has been a long journey of its own. 

With the desire to connect more with CBF 
Global Missions, the Missions Committee 
supported the idea of becoming an  
Encourager Church and began to look at CBF 
Field Personnel more closely. I had  
conversations with CBF Global Missions staff 
in which I shared about our congregation's 
identity, gifts, and interests. From these  
conversations, CBF staff suggested a few  
different field personnel to consider because 
they would fit well with our mission. 

Here are a few reasons why we chose Jonathan 
and Tina Bailey:

With the new CBF Global Missions funding 
model, some field personnel changed their 
fundraising and needed to build new  
partnerships. It was important to us to choose 
field personnel who fell under this category 
and could use more financial support.
Secondly, we want to enter into a covenant that 
we can keep for years to come, and  
communication plays an important role. I 
lived in Bali and worked with the Baileys while 
in seminary, which means I stay in touch with 
them regularly, and it is easy for me to share 
their story. This personal connection will be an 
asset as we build on our relationship with the 
Baileys as a congregation. Finally, the Baileys' 
ministry is unique and centers around the arts, 
which might be challenging for some congre-
gations to connect with. Our congregation, 
however, is full of artists and art appreciators, 
with music being a large part of our worship 
and identity. We are excited about all the ways 
we can connect with the Baileys and learn 
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from each other through art and social 
justice work. 
Our partnership with the Baileys will not 
take away from our other global  
partnerships—annual financial support 
for schools in Liberia and Global Women’s 
support of Missy Ward-Angala. 

We are excited to officially begin this  
covenant after putting this process on 
pause when the pandemic started. We will 
not only look for opportunities to connect 
with their ministry in Bali, but will also be 
open to the ways in which it might inform 
our own spirituality and connection with 
our local community. This congregational 
covenant will need the help and support of 
a small team. If you are especially  
interested in the Bailey’s ministry and 
our role as an Encourager Church or are 
passionate about spirituality and the arts, 

please reach out to me. I would love to  
include you in a team of folks that will 
share ideas on how to nurture this  
partnership and bring the church 
 alongside. 

Keep the Baileys in your prayers as they  
return to Bali after being away for some 
time. Pray for Bali as they have suffered 
greatly during the pandemic from a loss of 
international tourists that has greatly  
impacted their economy.

 -Kelsey

Poinsettia Order
Place your order now for Sanctuary Poinsettias. Poinsettias will be placed for Sunday, December 
12. Please fill out this form and return to the office. Make checks payable to First Baptist Church  
of Christ for $10.00 or you can submit your order on-line by visiting the website and pay using  
our on-line giving. 

In memory of:___________________________________________________________

In honor of:_____________________________________________________________

In appreciation of:________________________________________________________

Given by:_______________________________________________________________

Number of Poinsettias:______________________ Amount:_______________________
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Notes and Doodles
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Staff and Leadership

Signs of the Season
The paraments of the pulpit and the communion table are visible reminders of the current 
season of the church year. Ordinary Time begins after Pentecost and ends with Advent. During 
this season, we celebrate the "ordinary events" of our Christian lives. The liturgical color for this 
season is green, symbolizing life, freshness, and hope.

 Flowers
The flowers are given by Eric and Greta O'Dell in celebration of yesterday's marriage of their 
daughter Elizabeth O'Dell to Joe Eidson. The cross was crafted by the groom and David Johansen 
and has been donated to the church for future use.

The American Flag
The American flag is placed in the Sanctuary on the Sundays nearest Presidents' Day, Memorial 
Day, Independence Day, and Veterans' Day as an expression of our gratitude to God for the 
freedom we enjoy as Americans.


