
November 28, 2021
First Sunday of Advent

"Drawing Near" by Jan Richardson



Welcome to worship this morning with the First Baptist Church of Christ. We are thrilled to 
be back worshiping in our sanctuary after a year outside of our building. As we gather this 
morning know that we are committed to everyone’s safety and comfort as we create sacred 
space and time together. 

Things to Know 
• ��Masks are required at all times during worship, when moving through the building, and 

when with children. Each Sunday school class is making its own decisions regarding masks 
in class.

• ��Available pews have cushions in them. Unavailable pews have the cushions removed.
• ��Please keep social distance by avoiding gathering in groups before and after the service.
• ��Be mindful of others. Err on the side of caution out of respect for those who are abiding by 

stricter practices.
• ��Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or  

remain seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. 
Invitations to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to  
respond in word or song are noted in bold. 

• ��If you have any questions or concerns, please find an usher.

For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.

For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on the 
back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance. Large print bulletins are 
available at both entrances. If you have special hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to 
bring you a hearing assistance device from the sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back 
there and get one. An accessible restroom is located up one floor across from the office. If you, 
or someone with you, requires special assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an 
usher.



3  |  FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour 		  Anne Armstrong

Call to Worship	 "Prepare the Way of the Lord"	 Jacques Berthier

Maddie Meyer, acolyte
	 Zoie Thompson, standard bearer

Prelude   	 "Tell Out, My Soul"   	 arr. Paul Manz
	 Anne Armstrong, organ

The Litany		  Emily, Shaun, Eleanor, and Marianne Kell,
		  Donnie and Vicki Smith 

God of hope, when Christ appears may we not be found distracted by the worries of this life, 
but with our minds clear and our hearts open.

O Come, O come Emmanuel! Come to your world, which waits for you!
Fulfill your promises, O God! Execute justice and righteousness in our land.

O Come, O come Emmanuel! Come to your world, which waits for you!
We light this candle of hope against a world of broken promises. Help us to be people of 
hope, O God for whom we wait.

O Come, O come Emmanuel! Come to your world which waits for you!

Luke 21:25-36; Jeremiah 33:14-16

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath		  Emily, Shaun, Eleanor, and Marianne Kell,
		  Donnie and Vicki Smith 

The Congregational Response 103	O Come, All Ye Faithful	 ADESTE FIDELES
	 (refrain)

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,

O come let adore him, Christ the Lord!
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*The Hymn of Praise  79	 O Come, O Come Emmanuel	 VENI EMMANUEL

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight. [Refrain]

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go. [Refrain]

O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease; fill all the world with heaven's peace. [Refrain]

*The Invocation 		  Kelsey Stillwell

*The Gloria Patri 705 	 Glory Be to the Father 	 GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

World without end. Amen. amen.

The Words of Welcome 		  Scott Dickison

"Let the Children Come" 		  JD Granade

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will  
meet  with the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come.” Parents, please come 

pick up your children immediately after worship. The W.O.W. shepherd this week is  
Audrey Dickison.

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory 94	 Tell Out, My Soul	 WOODLANDS
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Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
Tender to me the promise of His Word;
In God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His name! 
Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of His word! 
Firm is His promise, and His mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children's children and forever more!

*The Offertory Prayer		  Shereé Keith
		  Deacon of the Week

The Offertory Anthem	 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”	 Tune:  JEFFERSON
	 The Chancel Choir	 Southern Harmony, 1835
		  arr. Robert Hobby

Come thou long-expected Jesus, born to set our people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king;
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious  throne.

	 Text: Roland H. Prichard, 1830,
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*The Offertory Response 131	 In the Bleak Midwinter	 CRANHAM
(stanza 4)

What can I give Him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part;

Yet what can I give to Him: give Him my Heart.
		  Christina Rossetti

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson 	 Jeremiah 33:14-16	 Julianna Dumas

 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a  
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer 		  Scott Dickison
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  

and ever, Amen.
The Second Lesson 	 Luke 21:25-36	 Scott Dickison

 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be  
shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.”
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Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, 
this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away.
 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it 
will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that 
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before 
the Son of Man.” 
For the Good News of God,

Thanks be to God

The Sermon 	 "For Whom Is This Good News?"	 Scott Dickison

THE OFFERING OF THE COMMITMENT

The Hymn of Commitment 85		  PLEADING SAVIOR
	 Christians All, Your Lord is Coming

Christians all, your Lord is coming, drawing near to holy birth. 
Ring the bells and sound the trumpets, let your music fill the earth. 
Dance and move to show God's glory; kneel and pause to hear God's word. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Rise and let your songs be heard. 

Christians all, your Lord is coming, calling you to serve in deed. 
See the ones who hurt and suffer, hear their cry and act with speed. 
Set all selfish ways behind you. Purge your hearts of sinful greed. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ in you will meet their need. 

Christians all, your Lord is coming, He will rise up from the dead. 
Lift the cup, of sin forgiven; bless the host and eat His bread. 
Mend the ways where peace is broken, give yourselves to true Shalom. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Dwell as one in church and home. 

Christians all, your Lord is coming, hope for peace is now at hand. 
Let there be no hesitation, walk in faith where life demands. 
Bear the word that God has given; share the birth that stirs your soul. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ will come and make you whole.
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Recognition of Joe Johnson

*The Spoken Benediction 		  Scott Dickison	

*The Congregational Response 	 “Alleluia”	 Traditional Chant

Postlude  	 "Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying"  	 arr. Gilbert Martin
	 Anne Armstrong, organ
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Sunday, November 28
9:45 am 	 Sunday school
11:00 am 	 Worship
12:30 pm	 Community Youth Group

Wednesday, December 1
9:30am 	 Language Ministry
3:00 pm 	 Open Time in youth room
	 and children's center
4:45 pm 	 Children Worship  
	 Arts Workshops
5:30 pm 	 Youth Choir
5:30 pm 	 Family Dinner
6:00 pm 	 Children's Choir
6:15 pm 	 Youth "Unplugged"
6:30 pm 	 Language Ministry
6:30 pm 	 Choir Practice
6:30 pm 	 Adult Bible Study
6:45 pm 	 Flex time for children

Sunday, December 5
9:45 am 	 Sunday school
11:00 am 	 Worship
12:15 pm	 Deacon's meeting
 
Deacons of the Week
November 25	 Shereé Keith
December 2	 David Cooke

THE RECORD SPEAKS
Date:	 9/30/2021
Budget to Date	 $485,611
Contributions	 $403,580
Expenses	 $416,974
Missions	 $40,383
	 -$53,777
 

Birthdays
November 28	 Lydia Eason
December 1	 Rebecca Cooke
December 2	 Audrey Davis
December 2	 Lesley Myrick
December 3	 Emery Fuller
December 4	 Jesse Clark
December5	 Abby Ingoldsby

Condolences
We grieve with Beverly Penley and her family 
in the death of her sister-in-law Susie Pape.

We grieve with William Underwood III and his 
family in the death of his father William  
Underwood, Jr. 

Save the Date
Saturday, December 11 
Parents' Night Out
Sunday, December 12 
Lessons and Carols  
Youth Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 15 
Children's Christmas Program
Tuesday, December 21 
Service for the Longest Night 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER
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The Fridge Door

A place to 
 display the 
small moments 
that make up 
the larger story 
of the church. 

Every year on this Sunday we arrive in a  
Sanctuary that has been transformed as if by 
magic. Of course, we know it isn't magic but 
hard work done during a holiday week so we 
can experience the wonder of Advent. Thank 
you to DeWayne Moore and all who helped 
him decorate for the season this past week. 
Thank you as well to Mary Leonard and Mary 
Tribble for the care they took in disassembling, 
cleaning, and reassembling the Advent wreath 
stand. Thanks be to God for those who were 
meticulous about the details from the grand 
to the seemingly-small so that our return to 
in-person Advent would be special. 

Wednesday Nights Through the End of 
the Year
Join us for Wednesday night Church at 6:30pm!

Dec. 1:  ��Year-End Church Conference 6:00pm 
Scott leads Bible Study to follow

Dec. 8: Scott leads Bible Study

Dec. 15: Children's Choir Program 

Dec. 22:  No Wednesday night activities 

Dec. 29:  No Wednesday night activities

JOE JOHNSON RETIRING 
After serving on our church staff for the 
past eight years, Joe Johnson will retire at 
the end of this month. Joe first joined our 
staff in 2013 as our Facilities Manager, and 
through the years has taken on  
bookkeeping and human resources  
responsibilities to assume the role as 
Church Administrator. Joe eased into 
 retirement last year, giving up  
responsibilities with the building and  
moving to part-time to handle our books. 
He announced earlier this year that he 
would step down fully at the end of  
November.
Joe has been such a gift to our church over 
his time on staff and for many years before 
as he chaired our Properties Committee. He 
continues to volunteer with the A/V servant 
team and his intimate knowledge of the 
buildings has been, and will continue to be, 
invaluable. Perhaps more than anyone over 
these last eight years, Joe has had the  
thankless job of making sure all the parts 
of the church we too often take for granted 
run smoothly. He’s done so with care,  
intentionality, and grace.

We give thanks to God for Joe and Mary 
Jane Johnson. For her part, Mary Jane has 
served as our wedding coordinator for the 
last several years, and will give up those 
duties to ensure they both can enjoy this 
retirement together. 

We will recognize Joe at the end of worship 
today. Please offer Joe your thanks for these 
years of service among us.
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MISSIONS
Book Drive 
We are collecting books to gift to our  
neighbors and we need your help. Everyone 
who comes to the December Crisis Closet will 
receive a new book for their children. This 
went well last year and we are hopeful that this 
Christmas will be just as meaningful.

We won't be able to let them do the choosing, 
but we will provide them with an age  
appropriate book. We want our selection of 
books to be inclusive and representative of the 
folks who come to the crisis closet. We want 
them to be uplifting and the kinds of books 
that make you want to read. There are several 
ways you can help:

1.  �Buy some NEW books and drop them off 
at the church. Shop for the age categories 
of: babies, preschool, early elementary, late 
elementary, middle and high school. Help 
us out by marking your books with its age 
group. (Babies, preschool, and elementary 
are needed most.)

2.   �Shop on our Amazon Wish List. You can 
buy them and have them delivered to the 
church. Search FBCX Christmas Book 
Wishlist on Amazon. *Please keep delayed 
delivery times in mind, and order ASAP.

3. Donate money. We will shop for you.

We are asking that you purchase new books 
for children. However, last year we had a few 
adults interested in books for themselves. We 

welcome used book donations for adult  
readers to have on hand for visitors who 
would like to have one.

Drop off your books at worship on Sunday or 
contact Kelsey to arrange a time to have them 
picked up. Check your email and follow posts 
for updates on which age groups we need 
more books.

Books are needed by Sunday, December 
19th.

Special Missions Offering Report
Together we raised $4,000 for Global  
Missions!
Thank you all for your generous giving and 
for being a part of the mission of God around 
the world! Your donations will go to the CBF 
Global Missions Offering that supports the 
long-term presence of CBF field personnel 
and support the ministry of our Encourager 
Church partners, Jonathan and Tina Bailey, in 
Bali, Indonesia.
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CHILDREN
Upcoming Worship Arts:
December1: Creating Sacred Space with  
DeWayne Moore
December 8 and 15: Movement and  
Drama with Chris Kirby and Monica 
Stevens

YOUTH
Community Youth Group
Today, 12:30–2:30 at St. Francis
Gather in the Education Lobby after  
worship to carpool to St. Francis, or let 
Kelsey know if you need a ride. 

Youth Christmas Party
Sunday, December 12th 
5:00-8:00 pm at the Barneses’ house 
Scavenger hunt, dinner, & gift exchange

Backpack Ministry
Tuesday, December 7th, 5:00-6:00 
Forest Hills United Methodist Church 
Looking for 4 youth or a family to pack 
bags.
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NOW. HERE. THIS.
For Joy, by Jan Richardson:
You can prepare
but still
it will come to you
by surprise,
crossing through your doorway
calling your name in greeting,
turning like a child
who quickens suddenly
within you.
it will astonish you
how wide your heart
will open
in welcome
for the joy
that finds you
so ready
and still so
unprepared.
So ready and still so unprepared.
This is an apt description of so much of 
life, and especially life’s seminal moments 
and transitions: graduations, career moves, 
periods of discernment and anticipation 
and waiting. Test results. Diagnoses. The 
car ride on the way to the doctor's office. 
I remember meeting with a friend some 
time ago whose father is quite ill with an 
incurable cancer that they were  
managing as best they could. We spoke 
of this tension of wanting to prepare for 
what is surely coming: to say things that 
need to be said, to ask questions that need 
to be asked, to hear stories that need to 

be shared—to see and touch and hold and 
laugh and cry. But all the while knowing we 
can only prepare to a point. There’s no way 
to stand fully prepared for life’s end.
Neither can we prepare fully for life’s  
beginning. “So ready and yet still so  
unprepared” could describe any woman or 
couple awaiting the birth of a child. You’ve 
read the books, maybe even attended the 
classes. You’re ready, mostly. Ready to see 
and touch and hold and laugh and cry. But 
the rest of it? The long nights, the long days, 
the dirty diapers and doctor visits, the  
constant worry, the incessant fear, the  
terrible vulnerability? 
There comes a point when the best we can 
do—and it turns out, it is quite a lot—is 
simply stand ready to receive what comes. 
To keep our minds and our hearts open to 
receive what we know will be much more 
than we could ever plan for, and trust that 
we are not alone when we do.
This is the true work of Advent. It’s true in 
the immediate sense of preparing for  
Christmas and all the rush of emotions and 
memories and expectations. But this is only 
meant to be the doorway into something 
much greater. In Advent we await not simply 
the coming of baby Jesus on Christmas 
morning, but for the Kingdom of God to be 
among us. For the first to become last and 
the last first. For tears to be wiped away and 
loved ones to return and for all of us to be 
called home. 
How could we ever be fully prepared for all 
of this?
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So instead, we make ourselves ready to 
receive what comes. We practice standing 
with our arms out and our hearts open. 
With our back straight and our eyes  
looking out. We breathe deeply. We relax 
the muscles in our shoulders and our gut 
and find the rhythm of our own heart 
beating. We look around and see others 
standing with us as we do. We remember 
we’re not alone. 
This is how we wait; not crafting a plan that 
will surely be insufficient, but assuming a 
posture that we pray will allow us to  
receive what comes, remembering that 
Christ will be there somewhere within it.
SHD

Poinsettia Order
Please tear out and return this form with a $10 check payable to First Baptist Church of Christ. 
You may also submit an order online using the link found in the High-lites email or at  
fbcxmacon.org/poinsettias. THEN pay using our online giving portal and selecting seasonal  
flowers. Deadline to order is Monday, December 6.

In memory of:___________________________________________________________

In honor of:_____________________________________________________________

In appreciation of:________________________________________________________

Given by:_______________________________________________________________

Number of Poinsettias:______________________ Amount:_______________________
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Signs of the Season
The paraments on the pulpit and Communion table and the ministers' stoles are visual reminders 
of the current season of the church year. Advent is the beginning of the Christian year. The word 
“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival,” and the season anticipates the birth of Jesus and the return 
of Christ in his Second Advent. Purple symbolizes penitence and fasting as well as royalty to 
welcome the Advent of Christ. 

	 Flowers
The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Paul and Catherine  
Tucker, Johnnie and Agnes Johnson, and Sue Tucker by Romney and Marilyn Tucker and 
family and Dr. Paul and Bette Tucker and family.


