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Welcome to worship this morning with the First Baptist Church of Christ. We are thrilled to be back worshiping in 
our sanctuary after a year outside of our building. As we gather this morning know that we are committed to every-
one’s safety and comfort as we create sacredspace and time together.

Things to Know 
•   Masks are required at all times during worship, when moving through the building, and when with children. Each 

Sunday school class is making its own decisions regarding masks in class.
•   Please keep social distance by avoiding gathering in groups before and after the service.
•   Be mindful of others. Err on the side of caution out of respect for those who are abiding by stricter practices.
•   Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or  

remain seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. 
Invitations to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to  
respond in word or song are noted in bold. 

•   If you have any questions or concerns, please find an usher.

For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome here. Parents with 
infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can direct you down the back stairs to a 
comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for chil-
dren younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 3-kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our 
W.O.W. (Working on Worship) experience.

For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a challenge for those 
with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to make this space welcoming to everyone. 
Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked 
with signs on the walls and on the back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance. Large print 
bulletins are available at both entrances. If you have special hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to bring you 
a hearing assistance device from the sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back there and get one. An accessi-
ble restroom is located up one floor across from the office. If you, or someone with you, requires special assistance 
for any reason, please find a minister or an usher.



The Sounding of the Hour   Anne Armstrong

The Call to Worship “Prepare the Way of the Lord” Jacques Berthier

Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord,
And all people will see the salvation of our God!

 Lorelai Wall, acolyte
The Prelude “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”  arr. Charles Callahan
 Anne Armstrong, organ

The Litany  Kimberly Candler, Tara Moscardelli, and Robyn

 God of joy who promises to bring us home, to gather us in, and restore our fortunes we sing your praises, for you 
are already in our midst.

O come, O come Emmanuel! Come to your world, which waits for you!
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.

O come, O come Emmanuel! Come to your world, which waits for you!
We light this candle of joy against a world of sorrow. Help us to be people of joy, O God for whom we wait.

O come, O come Emmanuel! Come to your world, which waits for you!

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  Kimberly Candler, Tara Moscardelli, and Robyn 

*Carol: "O Come, All Ye Faithful" John Francis Wade
 (The congregation will sing with the choir.)

Text:  Latin Hymn; attr. to John Francis Wade (c. 1743); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1841)

*Invocation & Welcome                   Scott Dickison

FIRST LESSON

Lesson:  Genesis 3:8-13, 17-19  Elliott Wall

Stanza 1:
O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,

Born the King of angels:  

Refrain:
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.
 

Stanza 2:
Sing, choirs of angels,

Sing in exultation,
Oh sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God, all glory in the highest: 

 (refrain)

Stanza 3:
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

Born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n;

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing:  
(refrain)

 



They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called 
to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 
of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 
fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The  
woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”
And to the man he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
    and have eaten of the tree 
about which I commanded you, 
   ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
    in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
By the sweat of your face 
    you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, 
    for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 
    and to dust you shall return.”

Carol:  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  Gustav Holst

Text: Liturgy of St. James, 4th Century; translated from Greek, Gerard Moultrie (1864)

SECOND LESSON

Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-5 Rebecca Pursiful

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,

for with blessing in his hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth,

our full homage to demand.
King of Kings, yet born of Mary,

as of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,

in the body and the blood;
He will give to all the faithful

his own self for heavenly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,

that the powers of hell may vanish
as the darkness clears away.

At his feet the six-winged seraph,
cherubim, with sleepless eye,

veil their faces to the presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry:

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,
                               Lord Most High! 



   double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
 

Carol:  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  arr. Howard Helvey
John Brainard, percussion

Text: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684); trans. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt.

THIRD LESSON

Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Charlie Gustafson

Carol:  “Keep Your Lamps”  Andre Thomas
 John Brainard, percussion

Comfort, comfort ye my people,
Speak ye peace, thus saith our God;
Comfort those who sit in darkness,

Mourning ‘neath their sorrows’ load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem

Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell her that her sins I cover,
And her warfare now is over.

Hark, the voice of one that crieth
In the desert far and near,

Calling us to new repentance
Since the kingdom now is here.

Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way;

Let the valleys rise to meet Him
And the hills bow down to greet Him.

Make ye straight what long was crooked,
Make the rougher places plain;

Let your hearts be true and humble
As befits His holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord

Now o’er earth is shed abroad;
And all flesh shall see the token
That the word is never broken.

The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.



FOURTH LESSON

Lesson:  Luke 1:26-33 Danielle Barnes
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,  to a virgin engaged to 
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

*Offertory Carol:  “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”  traditional English carol
(The preschool children will exit during the singing of this carol.)

 (The congregation will sing with the choir.)
Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will meet  with the W.O.W. shepherds at 

the side door. Parents, please come pick up your children immediately after worship. The W.O.W. shepherds this week are 
Rebecca Pursiful and Zoie Thompson.

The Offertory Prayer   Marina Spears  
  Deacon of the Week

Carol:  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  arr. Jason Payne
Anne Armstrong, organ

Stanza 1: (All)
God rest ye merry, gentlemen,

Let nothing you dismay,
For Jesus Christ our Savior

Was born upon this day,
To save us all from Satan’s power

When we were gone astray:
 (Refrain)

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

Stanza 2: (All)
From God our heavenly Father 

A blessed angel came,
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same,

How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by name: (Refrain)

Stanza 3: (Men)
The shepherds at those tidings

Rejoiced much in mind
And left their flocks a-feeding
In tempest, storm and wind,

And went to Bethlehem straightway
This blessed babe to find: (Refrain)

Stanza 4: (Ladies & Trebles)
But when to Bethlehem they came,

Whereat this infant lay,
They found him in a manger,

Where oxen feed on hay;
His mother Mary kneeling,

Unto the Lord did pray: (Refrain)
Stanza 5: (All)

Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,

And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;

This holy tide of Christmas
All others doth deface: (Refrain)



FIFTH LESSON

Lesson:  Luke 2:1, 3-7 Billy Dickison

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All went to their 
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David 
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to  
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Carol:  “Bethlehem Child”  Cynthia Gray
FBCX Youth Choir

Kirstine Buchanan, conductor

SIXTH LESSON

Lesson:  Luke 2:8-14 Maddie Cooke

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the  
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

Carol:  “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”  Craig Courtney

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down and glory shone around.

“Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind.
“Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind.

To you in David’s town, this day is born of David’s line
The Savior, who is Christ the Lord, and this shall be the sign:

The heavenly Babe you there shall find to human view displayed,
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands and in a manger laid.

All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace;
Good will henceforth from heaven to earth begin and never cease!”

Text: Nahum Tate (1700)

SEVENTH LESSON

Lesson:  Luke 2:15-20 LeAnn Gunter Johns

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to  
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
 treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 



Carol:  “What Sweeter Music”  Hal H. Hopson

*Carol:  “The First Nowell”  traditional English carol
 (The congregation will sing with the choir.)

Stanza 1 (All)
The first Nowell the angel did say,

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel!

Stanza 2 (Ladies & Trebles)
For all to see there was a star

Shining in the east, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,

And so it continued both day and night.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel!

Stanza 3 (All Men)
And by the light of that same star

Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,

And to follow the star wherever it went.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel!

Stanza 4 (All)
Then let us all with one accord

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught,
And with His blood mankind hath bought.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel!

EIGHTH LESSON

Lesson:  Matthew 2:1-11 Dee Bratcher

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 
asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling  
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They 
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol for to sing

The birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,

And give the honor to this day
That sees December turn to May.

Why does this chilling winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?

Or smell like a meadow newly shorn
Thus on the sudden? Come and see

The cause, why things thus fragrant be:
Tis he is born, whose quickening birth

Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven and the underearth.

Text: Robert Herrick, alt. (1591-1674)



for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Carol:  “I Saw Three Ships”   traditional English carol, 17th century
  arr. Andrew Carter

I saw three ships come sailing in,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day,

I saw three ships come sailing in,
On Christmas day in the morning.

And what was in those ships all three?
Our Saviour Christ and his lady. (mother)

Pray whither sailed those ships all three? Oh, they sailed into Bethlehem.
And all the bells on earth shall ring.

And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing.
And all the souls on earth shall sing.

Then let us all rejoice, amain. (with all your strength)
Text: anon, 17th century

The meaning of “three ships” is open to interpretation with many and varied references found within the English oral  
tradition. Bethlehem then, as now, is landlocked. Since the “ships” are figurative, they could be a reference to camels 

(sometimes called the “ships of the desert”) that carried the magi.

NINTH LESSON

Lesson:  John 1:1-14 Harold Tessendorf

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which  
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth.

Carol:  “Sing We Noel”  Noël Goemanne



A Call to Response      Scott Dickison

*Carol:  “Hark! the Herald-Angels Sing”  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
 (The congregation will sing with the choir.)

*The Benediction      Scott Dickison
*Congregational Response:  “Alleluia”  traditional chant

Postlude:  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  arr. Gordon Young
Anne Armstrong, organ

*** All descant & congregational arrangements are by Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015)
•fine

Guest Musicians:
Syed Saadat, trumpet

Terrell Kong, trumpet

Keith Fitzgerald, trombone

Alfred Woodard, trombone

Joshua Walker, tuba

Worship Notes
This Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols has been adapted from the traditional “Service of Lessons and Carols” held each 

year at King’s College, Cambridge University. This service, itself an adaptation of a service instituted by  
Archbishop Benson at Truro Cathedral, was first presented on Christmas Eve, 1919, in King’s College Chapel, and  

continues as a much-celebrated annual tradition.

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,

Ris’n with healing in His wings;
Mild He lays His glory by,

Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.

Hark! the herald-angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.

Text: Charles Wesley (1707-88)

Hark! the herald-angels sing
Glory to the newborn King;

Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled:

Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,

With th’angelic host proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! the herald-angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ the everlasting Lord,

Late in time behold Him come
Off-spring of the virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the God-head see,

Hail th’Incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,

Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald-angels sing

                       Glory to the newborn King. 



Condolences
We grieve with the Underwood family in the death of 
Bill’s father, Bill Underwood on November 3.   
 
We grieve with the Myrick family in the death of  
Lesley’s father, Michael Denford, on November 23. 
 
We grieve with Beth Walker and her family in the 
death of her brother, Nelson Rushton on December 3.  
 
We grieve with the Brock family in the death of Leon’s 
father, Leon Brock, Jr., on December 5.
 
Save the Date
Wednesday, December 15 
Children's Christmas Program
Tuesday, December 21 
Service for Longest Night
Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve Service

Wednesday's Menu:  
Country Link Sausage/Bacon/Turkey Sausage  
Patties, Cheesy Grits, Scrambled Eggs, Buttery  
Biscuits, Christmas Morning Gingerbread and Fresh  
Fruit.

Sunday, December 12, 2021
9:45 am  Sunday school 
11:00 am     Lessons and Carols 
5:00 pm  Youth Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 15
9:30am  Language Ministry
3:00 pm  Open Time in youth room
 and children's center
4:45 pm  Children Worship Arts  
 Workshops
5:30 pm  Youth Choir
5:30 pm  Family Dinner
6:30 pm  Language Ministry
6:30 pm  Children’s Program

Sunday, December 19
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am  Worship
5:30 pm Deacon/Church Council Christmas Party
 
Deacons of the Week
December 9 Marina Spears 
December 16 Laura Lease

THE RECORD SPEAKS
Date: 11/30/2021
Budget to Date $553,524
Contributions $535,865
Expenses $554,117
Missions $53,611
 -$25,488
December Birthdays
December 13  Douglas Barnes 
December 13  Mary Sims 
December 14  Harper Brown 
December 14  Mildred Chapman 
December 14  Emily Kell 
December 14  Steve Owens 
December 14  Zoe Potts 
December 14  Patsy Seymour
December 17 Marie Roberts
December 18 Jane Hardy
December 18  Andrea Stinson
December 19  Al Bailey 
December 19 Barbara Friedel
December 19  Doug Fuller

OUR LIFE TOGETHER
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As the world prepares for Christmas, we are 
inundated with twinkly lights and messages 
of joy, sometimes neglecting to remember 
that those lights shine in the face of  
growing darkness. While the holidays are 
joyful, they can also bring reminders of 
what we've lost, whether it's the death of a 
loved one or an unexpected life change. So 
we gather on the longest night of the year to 
recognize that pain and comfort one  
another.  
Whether you've experienced loss or simply 
want to lend your comforting presence, we 
hope you'll join us. 
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Join us as we return to our sanctuary 
this year for our annual Christmas 
Eve candlelight service. As is our 
tradition, there will be no nursery, 
so all are invited to join us in the 
sanctuary. The service will be 
 live streamed.



THE FRIDGE DOOR

When your good friend, Sonya, asks you to sit with 
her on All Saints Sunday as they call your husbands’ 
names and ring the bell for the saints that died this 
year.  We got through it together. -Barbara Newton

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS THROUGH THE END OF 
THE YEAR

Join us for Wednesday Night Church at 6:30pm!

Dec. 15: Children’s Choir Program 

Dec. 22:  No Wednesday Night activities 

Dec. 29:  No Wednesday Night activities

CHILDREN’S CHOIR PROGRAM AND DESSERT 
RECEPTION

Wednesday, December 15, at 6:30 pm
Join us after dinner as the children lead us in a special 
time of music and reflection for this Advent season. 
Afterward we’ll gather for a simple dessert reception.
You’re invited to bring a dessert to share. 

DEACON AND CHURCH COUNCIL CHRISTMAS 
DROP IN

Sunday, December 19, 5:30 - 8:00 pm.  
The Dickisons’, 167 Buford Place. 
Indoor/Outdoor, Children welcome!

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES

If you would like to use paper offering envelopes in 
2022, please let the office now. They will be left in the 
back of the sanctuary for you or other arrangements 
can be made. 

A place to  
display the 
small  
moments that 
make up the 
larger story of 
the church.

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB 

All About Love: NEW VISIONS by bell hooks. We will 
meet at the home of Anita Gustafson, 340 College 
Street (red door, red mailbox) on January 9, 2022 at 
6 pm. We plan to bring snacks and welcome back 
so many of you who have not been able to attend 
over these last couple of years. We have missed you 
and would love to visit together and get your input.  
PLEASE join us. We, of course, will revisit this plan if 
needed. 

BOOK DRIVE

This is the last week to drop off books. We will give 
out books to our neighbors on Monday, December 
20th. 
Help us be sure we don’t miss your donation! If you 
have ordered books online that are scheduled to arrive 
this week or if you have recently made a monetary 
donation online for purchasing books, please email 
Connie and Kelsey to let them know. 
Thank you all for your generous donations!

YEAR-END GIFTS TO BE RECEIVED BY END OF 
DAY, FRIDAY, DEC. 31

All year-end gifts to the church must be submitted 
before the end of the day on Friday, Dec. 31. Mailed 
items must be postmarked by Dec. 31. 
•   If you choose to give online through the church’s 

online giving portal, know that there is often a 1-2 
day delay in posting. The church must record them 
based on the day they post, so please give a few days 
cushion to make sure they can be received this  
calendar year. 

•   Gifts can be hand-delivered to the office during 
business hours, or after hours can dropped in the 
mail slot on the double doors left of the front of the 
church on High Pl. that lead into the fellowship hall.

A strong month of giving in November has left us in 
a good position to end this year well! Thank you for 
doing your part!
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YOUTH

Youth Christmas Party Tonight!
5:00-8:00pm at the Barneses’ house
161 Buford Place
5:00-6:30pm The Amazing Youth Christmas Race
6:30-8:00pm Bonfire, dinner, games, gift exchange

*Teams will leave for the Amazing Race as quickly as  
possible. Let Kelsey know if you’re going to be late so we 
can save a spot for you and make sure you meet up with 
your team.

 

Advent and Christmas at First Baptist Church of Christ
A Service for the Longest Night—Tuesday December 21, at 6:00 pm

Christmas Eve Worship —Friday, December 24, 5:30 pm  

Wednesdays, December 28th, and January 5—No Activities 

Merry Christmas 
•



POINSETTIAS

In Memory of:  Given by:
Fred and Betty-June Bongiovanni   The Bongiovannis 

Richard and Margaret Bratcher and Dee’s brother, Dick  The Bongiovannis

Harry and Blanch Burkett and Leann Fowler    Fay Burkett and family 

William H. Gunter, Sr., Troy and Maebel Chesnut  Barry, LeAnn, Parker, and Patrick Johns 

Johnnie and Agnus Johnson   Romney and Marilyn Tucker 

George and Catherine Jue  Barry, LeAnn, Parker, and Patrick Johns 

Doug and Norma Maag   Romney and Marilyn Tucker 

Frances and Albert McCowen   Suzy McCullough and Hal Collier

John and Michael McCullough   Suzy McCullough and Hal Collier

Doyle Mendheim  Merle Mendheim

Ralph Nix   Charles and Pat Schaible 

Nancy Simpson   Jonathan Simpson  
   
Heinz Treiber   Jennifer and Peter Treiber 

Bill Tribble   Mary Tribble  
    
Paul and Catherine Tucker   Romney and Marilyn Tucker  
     
Sue Tucker   Romney and Marilyn Tucker  
 

In Honor of:  Given by:
Linda and Andrew Mannis  Merle Mendheim

Suzy McCullough  Merle Mendheim

Stanley L. Roberts  Taylor Morton

Daughters Gena and Jennifer  Mary Tribble

In Appreciation of:  Given by
Mary Jane & Joe Johnson  Kathryn & Jonathan Johnson  
    
Shannon Hart  Charles and Pat Schaible
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Signs of the Season
The paraments on the pulpit and Communion table and the ministers’ stoles are visual reminders of the current season 
of the church year. Advent is the beginning of the Christian year. The word “Advent” means “coming” or “arrival,” and the 
season anticipates the birth of Jesus and the return of Christ in his Second Advent. Purple symbolizes penitence and fasting 
as well as royalty to welcome the Advent of Christ. 

Sanctuary Flowers

The poinsettias are given in honor, appreciation, or loving memory of family, friends and loved ones by church  
members.

511 High Place Macon, GA 31201 •(478) 742-6485 • email: office@fbcxmacon.org
• www.fbcxmacon.org • Wifi: fbcx-Guest  Password is: welcome511

Staff and Leadership

Ms. Anne Armstrong
ORGANIST

Ms. Phoebe Capps
MINISTRY INTERN

Rev. Scott Dickison
PASTOR

Mr. Chuck Dumas
CHAIR OF DEACONS

Mrs. Harriet Eason
VICE CHAIR OF DEACONS

Rev. JD Granade
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR CHILDREN 

AND CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Ms. Tierra Johnson
CUSTODIAN

Mr. Bradley Lott
FACILITIES MANAGER

Ms. Suzy McCullough
CHAIR OF CHURCH COUNCIL

Mrs. Connie Pursiful
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Dr. Stanley L. Roberts
MINISTER OF MUSIC

Rev. Kelsey Stillwell
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR YOUTH 

AND MISSIONS


