
January 9, 2022
 Baptism of the Lord Sunday

 Jerzy Nowosielski (Polish, 1923–2011)  The Baptism of 
Jesus Christ in the Jordan, 1964. Oil on canvas



Welcome to worship this morning with the First Baptist Church of Christ. We are thrilled to 
be back worshiping in our sanctuary after a year outside of our building. As we gather this 
morning know that we are committed to everyone’s safety and comfort as we create sacred 
space and time together. 

Things to Know 

•   Masks are required at all times during worship, when moving through the building, and 
when with children. Each Sunday school class is making its own decisions regarding masks 
in class.

•   Please keep social distance by avoiding gathering in groups before and after the service.
•   Be mindful of others. Err on the side of caution out of respect for those who are abiding by 

stricter practices.
•   Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or  

remain seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. 
Invitations to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to  
respond in word or song are noted in bold. 

•   If you have any questions or concerns, please find an usher.
For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.
For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on the 
back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance. Large print bulletins are 
available at both entrances. If you have special hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to 
bring you a hearing assistance device from the sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back 
there and get one. An accessible restroom is located up one floor across from the office. If you, 
or someone with you, requires special assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an 
usher.
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THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour   Anne Armstrong
Robyn Candler, acolyte

The Prelude “Trumpet Tune” William Boyce
 Anne Armstrong, organ

The Call to Worship  Phoebe Capps
Come! Come into the place where God listens!
Where you need no money, no status, no fine clothes!

God has called us by name. 
Come as you are
Broken, whole
Sick, well
Satisfied or with deep needs 

God has called us by name. 
Come to sing
Come to cry
Come to hear
Come to see
Come and be ready or
Come to be made ready

We are here, God is here too and calls us by name.
“God is Here Too” Liturgies from Below (edited)

*The Hymn of Praise 33 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA
Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;

Hold me with Thy powerful hand;
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,

Feed me till I want no more, feed me till I want no more.
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Open now the crystal fountain,
Whence the healing stream doth flow;

Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through;

Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
Be Thou still my strength and shield, be Thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside:

Bear me through the swelling current,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side;

Songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to Thee, I will ever give to Thee.

 *The Invocation  Phoebe Capps

 *The Gloria Patri 705  GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen, amen.

The Welcome  Kelsey Stillwell
 “Let the Children Come”  JD Granade

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will  
meet  with the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come.” Parents, please come 
pick up your children immediately after worship. The W.O.W. shepherds this week are Carrie 

Ingoldsby and Phoebe Capps

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

 *The Hymn of Offertory 48 Great Is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, my Father,

There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not;

As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
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Refrain:
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed, Thy hand hath provided;

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain]
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]

*The Offertory Prayer  Harriet Eason
  Deacon of the Week

The Offertory  “How Can I Keep from Singing” arr. Robert Lowry 
 Rebecca Pursiful, mezzo soprano
 *The Offertory Response 1 Holy, Holy, Holy OLD 100TH
 (stanza 4)

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea;

 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson Isaiah 43:1-7 Hunter Godsey
But now thus says the Lord, 
    he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
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For I am the Lord your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
    Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
Because you are precious in my sight, 
    and honored, and I love you, 
I give people in return for you, 
    nations in exchange for your life. 
Do not fear, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your offspring from the east, 
    and from the west I will gather you; 
I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
    and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
    and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
everyone who is called by my name, 
    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.” 
 For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  Kelsey Stillwell
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  

and ever, Amen.

The Second Lesson Luke 3:21-22 Scott Dickison
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form 
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.”
For the Good News of God,

Thanks be to God
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The Sermon “When You Pass Through the Waters” Scott Dickison

THE OFFERING OF COMMITMENT

 *The Hymn of Commitment 425 How Firm a Foundation FOUNDATION
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent word!
What more can He say than to you He has said,

to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;

For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.
“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose

I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,

I’ll never, no, never, no never forsake!”

 * The Benediction  Scott Dickison
 *The Congregational Response 512      “We Go in Peace” Keith Christopher
 We go in peace, we go in love,
 We go with grace and mercy from the Lord above
 To tell the world this very thing:
 That Jesus Christ is Lord and King!

Postlude   “Finale”   Alan Viner
 Anne Armstrong, organ
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

Sunday, January 9
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Women’s book club

Wednesday, January 12
9:30am  Language Ministry
No Wednesday activities due to covid

Friday, January 14 - Sunday January 16
Winter Youth Summit

Sunday, January 16
9:45 am  Sunday School
11:00 am  Worship
12:15 pm Church Council 

Deacons of the Week
January 6 Harriet Eason
January 13 Shannon Hart

THE RECORD SPEAKS
Date:  11/30/2021
Budget to Date $553,524
Contributions $535,865
Expenses $554,117
Missions $53,611
 -$25,488
Birthdays
January 12 Josie Stephens
January 13 Christy Fuller
January 13 Carol Goff
January 13 LeAnn Johns
January 13 Harold Tessendorf
January 14 Mary Brock
January 15 Agnes Donaldson
January 15 Gladys Keith
January 15 Merle Mendheim
January 15 Ford Myrick

January 15  Joe Saturna
January 16 Peg McCann
January 16 Jon Pattillo

Condolences
We grieve with the Brock family in the death 
of Leon’s father, Leon Brock, Sr, on Decem-
ber 5.

We grieve with the family of Lillian Rice in 
her death on December 10.

We grieve with the family of Stephanie Keith 
in her death December 18. 

We grieve with the Macon Korean Baptist 
Church in the death of their pastor emeritus, 
Pastor John Lee, December 26.

We grieve with Suzy Nicholson in the death 
of her brother Tom Chambliss on January 3. 

Save the Date
Sunday, January 23
First Group Spiritual Direction

Wednesday, January 26
Church Conference

Sunday, January 30
Deacon Ordination and Installation
Deacons Meeting
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THE FRIDGE DOOR 

Our daughter, Christina, is a product of FBCX. 
This church really raised her. FBCX helped her, 
supported her, taught her, nurtured her and 
lots of FBCX members inspired her in various  
ways.
I have no idea if I didn’t accidentally meet Jean 
Taff 21 years ago and was not introduced to 
FBCX by her, my life and Christina’s life would 
have been totally different. 
 I love FBCX. Love is all we need.

-Yumiko Jones

CELEBRATION AND BEST WISHES FOR 
CAROLYN JONES

Our dear “sticker lady,” Ms. Carolyn Jones, 
has not been doing well lately. We would love 
to celebrate her and her contributions to our 
youngest members. There is a large greeting 
card on a table near the children’s worship 
cart. Please place a sticker, and add it and your 
signature to the card. All ages are encouraged 
to participate.

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB 

All About Love: NEW VISIONS by bell hooks. 
We will meet at the home of Anita Gustafson, 

340 College Street (red door, red mailbox) 
on January 9, 2022 at 6 pm. We plan to 
bring snacks and welcome back so many of 
you who have not been able to attend over 
these last couple of years. We have missed 
you and would love to visit together and get 
your input. PLEASE join us. We, of course, 
will revisit this plan if needed. 

UPDATE FROM PANDEMIC TASK 
FORCE

Due to the sharp rise in Covid cases locally, 
our Pandemic Task Force has  
recommended that we delay sharing any 
meals at the church. Given that the supper is 
so central to our Wednesday Night rhythm, 
we will postpone our return to Wednesday 
night activities for at least a week. So, no 
Wednesday night activities on Wednesday 
January 12. 
Stanley will be in touch with the choir about 
a plan for rehearsals.
We continue to ask that everyone wear 
masks while in the building, regardless of 
vaccination status. Adult Sunday school 
classes and committees are encouraged to 
make their own plans regarding meeting in 
person, virtually, or in a hybrid form.
Thank you for your continued cooperation, 
patience, and imagination as we do our part 
to keep our congregation and community 
safe and well.

YOUTH

March Mission Madness
CBF Youth Mission Retreat
When: March 18-20

A place to 
 display the 
small moments 
that make up 
the larger story 
of the church 
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Where: Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist 
Church, Atlanta, GA
Cost: $125 (Includes lodging, t-shirt, & 3 
meals)
Deadline: Sign up by January 24th with a 
$25 deposit

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION

Meeting monthly, the third Sunday. 
Starting Sunday, January 23rd
4:00-6:00pm in the Pastor’s study 
First, we all have an inner teacher whose 
guidance is more reliable than anything we 
can get from a doctrine, ideology, collective 
belief system, institution, or leader. Second, 
we all need other people to invite,  
amplify, and help us discern the inner  
teacher’s voice. Parker Palmer, A Hidden 
Wholeness: The Journey Toward an  
Undivided Life
Lately I’ve been telling anyone who will 
listen (and unfortunately lots of people who 
don’t really want to listen) that the most 
life-giving thing I’ve done for myself in the 
past two years has been a spiritual direction 
group I’ve been attending with some fellow 
travelers at a sister congregation across 
town. Once a month we sit quietly in a 
circle, holding space for one another as each 
in turn shares a struggle, a joy, a question, 
or simply a status update. The group listens 
closely and offers questions and responses. 
It’s really as simple as that. But there’s a kind 
of magic in being with people whose only 

focus is trying to listen deeply for the voice of 
God in my life, who are there to truly see me. 
It’s a rare gift to offer and to receive such kind 
attention. Most of us long for that sort of 
recognition in our friendships, in our Sunday 
school groups, and in our life partnerships. 
Spiritual guidance is one way we can clear the 
space to attend to the inner teacher, the Holy 
Spirit, the true self. 
It’s a gift I’d love for us to share at First Baptist. 
To that end, we are meeting for an introducto-
ry session on January 23 from 4-6.
 If you are curious about giving spiritual direc-
tion a try, I invite you to come! 
Meetings monthly, 3rd Sunday 4-6 at FBCX
For more details on format and grounding 
principles, consult the Parker Palmer book.
 Shaun Kell
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Now. Here. This. 

“Give me some light!” cries Hamlet’s
uncle midway through the murder
of Gonzago. “Light! Light!” cry scattering
courtesans. Here, as in Denmark,
it’s dark at four, and even the moon
shines with only half a heart.

The ornaments go down into the box:
the silver spaniel, My Darling
on its collar, from Mother’s childhood
in Illinois; the balsa jumping jack
my brother and I fought over,
pulling limb from limb. Mother
drew it together again with thread
while I watched, feeling depraved
at the age of ten.

With something more than caution
I handle them, and the lights, with their
tin star-shaped reflectors, brought along
from house to house, their pasteboard
toy suitcases increasingly flimsy.
Tick, tick, the desiccated needles drop.

By supper time all that remains is the scent
of balsam fir. If it’s darkness
we’re having, let it be extravagant.

“Taking Down the Tree,” by Jane Kenyon

It’s a feeling familiar to anyone who has ever 
put up a Christmas tree: the soft sadness of 
taking it down.

The nostalgia of pulling out the ornaments is 
tempered with anticipation at the celebration 
that’s to come. There’s no such buffer when 

putting them away. We’re left alone with our 
memories.

And yet, as Jane Kenyon captures so well in the 
final lines of the poem, this familiar ritual is not 
all sad, or need not be. There is an extravagance 
that lingers from the joyful absurdity of a 
decorated tree in our living room that extends 
even to the darkness of its absence.

But this full range of feeling and expression and 
experience is only possible when we take the 
advice my dad gave me when learning to swing 
a baseball bat, and “follow through.” When we 
see the season to it’s close, including the days 
that follow Christmas in the arc that began 
weeks before. 

For many families, this was somewhat easier 
to do this year as our Christmas celebrations 
needed to be extended due to quarantines and 
delayed flights and all the many complications 
that are sadly becoming more routine. It’s a 
practice we do our best to keep here within 
the church, remembering that Christmas is a 
season and not just a day.

Of course, keeping the party going means more 
opportunities for fun and rest. But it also gives 
us time to digest what we have seen and heard 
and felt. It provides opportunities to reflect and 
respond. To offer closure, in a way.

In taking the same care to take down the tree 
as we gave to putting it up, we model important 
truths about life: that endings are as natural as 
beginnings; that saying goodbye can be healing; 
that it’s okay to be sad; that making time for 
gratitude makes for a richer, more complete life.

That even darkness can be extravagant.

SHD
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Signs of the Season
The paraments on the pulpit and Communion table are visual reminders of the current season of 
the church year. The color white on Baptism of Christ Sunday represents the baptismal robe.


