
Sunday, February 13, 2022
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
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Welcome to worship this morning with the First Baptist Church of Christ. We are thrilled to 
be back worshiping in our sanctuary after a year outside of our building. As we gather this 
morning know that we are committed to everyone’s safety and comfort as we create sacred 
space and time together. 

Things to Know 

• ��Masks are required at all times during worship, when moving through the building, and 
when with children. Each Sunday school class is making its own decisions regarding masks 
in class.

• ��Please keep social distance by avoiding gathering in groups before and after the service.
• ��Be mindful of others. Err on the side of caution out of respect for those who are abiding by 

stricter practices.
• ��Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or  

remain seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. 
Invitations to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to  
respond in word or song are noted in bold. 

• ��If you have any questions or concerns, please find an usher.
For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.
For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on 
the back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance.  If you have special 
hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to bring you a hearing assistance device from the 
sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back there and get one. An accessible restroom is 
located up one floor across from the office. If you, or someone with you, requires special  
assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an usher.



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST  |  3

THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour 		  Anne Armstrong
	 Parker Johns, acolyte

The Prelude	 “Trumpet Tune”  	 Johann Fischer
	 Anne Armstrong, organ

The Call to Worship		  Kelsey Stillwell

God of the morning, we give thanks for new beginnings, new opportunities, new wonders, 
new joys.

Fill our hearts with your goodness and our mouths with songs of praise!
God of the daytime, we give you thanks for work to do, rest to take, people to love, and 
knowledge to learn.

Fill our hearts with your goodness and our mouths with songs of praise!
God of the evening, we give you thanks for things finished and things left unfinished, for 
the rhythms of beginning and end, and your presence with us through it all.

Fill our hearts with your goodness and our mouths with songs of praise!
God of the nighttime, we give you thanks for rest and renewal, for silence and sleep, and the 
hope of a new day waiting.

	 O God of our moments and our days, fill our hearts with your goodness and our 
mouths with songs of praise!

*The Hymn of Praise 550	 We’re Marching to Zion	 MARCHING TO ZION

Come, we that love the Lord, and let our joys be known;
Join in a song with sweet accord, join in a song with sweet accord,

And thus surround the throne, and thus surround the throne.
Refrain:

We’re marching to Zion, beautiful, beautiful Zion;
We’re marching upward to Zion, the beautiful city of God.

Let those refuse to sing who never knew our God;
But children of the heavenly King, but children of the heavenly King
May speak their joys abroad, may speak their joys abroad. [Refrain]
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The hill of Zion yields a thousand sacred sweets,
Before we reach the heavenly fields, before we reach the heavenly fields,

Or walk the golden streets, or walk the golden streets. [Refrain]
Then let our songs abound, and every tear be dry;

We’re marching through Immanuel’s ground, we’re marching through Immanuel’s ground,
To fairer worlds on high, to fairer worlds on high. [Refrain]

*The Invocation		  Phoebe Capps

*The Gloria Patri 705		  GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end. Amen, amen.

The Welcome		  Scott Dickison

 “Let the Children Come”		  JD Granade

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will  
meet  with the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come.” Parents, please come 

pick up your children immediately after worship. The W.O.W. leader this week is Phoebe Capps 
and the shepherds this week are Lacie Brown and Lesley and Nate Myrick.

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory 337	 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven	 LAUDA ANIMA

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; to His feet your tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore His praises sing.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting King.
Praise him for His grace and favor to His people in distress;

Praise Him, still the same as ever, slow to chide, and swift to bless.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious in His faithfulness.

Fatherlike, He tends and spares us; well our feeble frame He knows;
Motherlike, He gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Widely yet God’s mercy flows.
Angels in the height, adore Him; you behold Him face to face;

Saints triumphant, bow before Him, gathered in from every race.
	 Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace.	
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*The Offertory Prayer		  Greta O’Dell, Deacon of the Week

The Offertory 	 “Come to Me” 	 Dan Forrest
	 The Chancel Choir
	 David Buchanan, tenor; Leo Singer, cello

Come to Me, all you who labor, come to Me, and I will give you rest;
Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened

And you will find rest for your souls.  
(Matt 11:28-29)

Come, my child, Learn my heart: for I am gentle and lowly. 
(Matt 11:29)

See how great my love for you that I have called you my child. 
(I John 3:1)

*The Offertory Response 1	 Holy, Holy, Holy	 NICEA
	 (stanza 4)

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea;

	 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty	
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson	 Psalm 1	 Andy Digh

Happy are those 
    who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
or take the path that sinners tread, 
    or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
    and on his law they meditate day and night. 
They are like trees 
    planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, 
    and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper. 
The wicked are not so, 
    but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 



6  |  FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked will perish.

 For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer		  JD Granade

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  

and ever, Amen.

The Second Lesson	  Luke 6:17-26 	 Scott Dickison
He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and 
a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They 
had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with 
unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came 
out from him and healed all of them.
Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame 
you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your  
reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. 
“Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.
“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false 
prophets.” 

For the Good News of God,

Thanks be to God
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The Sermon	 A Level Place 	 Scott Dickison

THE BREAD AND CUP OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Musical Mediation		  Leo Singer, celllo

THE OFFERING OF COMMITMENT

*The Hymn of Commitment  688	 Show Us How to Stand for Justice	 PLEADING SAVIOR

Show us how to stand for justice: how to work for what is right
How to challenge false assumptions, how to walk within the light. 

May we learn to share more freely in a world so full of greed,
Showing Your immense compassion by the life we choose to lead. 
Teach our hearts to treasure mercy, whether given or received —
For our need has not diminished since the day we first believed:

Let us seek no satisfaction boasting of what we have done,
But rejoice that we are pardoned and accepted in Your Son.

Gladly we embrace a lifestyle modeled on Your Living Word,
In humility submitting to the truth that we have heard. 

Make us conscious of Your presence everyday, in all we do:
By your Spirit’s gracious prompting may we learn to walk with You. 

* The Benediction		  Scott Dickison

The Congregational Response 512	 “We Go in Peace”	 Keith Christopher

We go in peace, we go in love,
We go with grace and mercy from the Lord above

To tell the world this very thing:
That Jesus Christ is Lord and King!

Postlude 	  “Gigue”  	 Douglas Wagner	
	 Anne Armstrong, organ



OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

Sunday, February 13
9:45 am	  Sunday School
11:00 am	 Worship
2:00 pm	 Church Council on Zoom
6:00 pm	 Youth Super Bowl party

Wednesday, February 16
9:30 am	 ESL
3:00 pm	 Open Children’s Center
3:00 pm	 Open Youth Room
4:30 pm	 Worship Arts for children
4:30 pm	 Youth fellowship and games
5:30 pm	 Children’s choir
5:30 pm	 Youth Unplugged
5:30 pm	 Adult Bible Study
6:15 pm	 Celebrations
	 Announcements
	 Deacon Report
6:30 pm	 Supper to-go
6:30 pm	 Chancel Choir
6:30 pm 	 ESL

Friday, February 18, 19, 20
Youth on winter retreat

Sunday, February 20
9:45 am	  Sunday School
11:00 am	 Worship

Deacons of the Week
February 10	 Greta O’Dell
February 17	 Tricia Whitby

Birthdays
February 13	 Leon Brock
February 13	 Beverly Owens
February 13	 Jackie Riley
February 16	 Jeff Whatley
February 17	 Merrill Long

February 17	 Morgan Stinson
February 17	 John Summerlin
February 18	 Monica Fenimore
February 20	 Fennie Midkiff
February 20	 Jessie Patton 

Condolences
We grieve with the family of Tom Chambliss, 
brother of Suzy Nicholson, on his death on 
January 3. 

We grieve with the family of Kitty Wilson on 
her death on January 8. 

We grieve with the family of Glynn Broome 
on his death on January 5, 2022. 

We grieve with the family of Mary Skinner, 
mother of Claire Davis, on her death on  
January 27. 

We grieve with our Circle of Hope family in 
the death of Annie Walker on February 7.

We grieve with the Hagerman family in the 
death of Cliff Hagerman on February 1.

Save the Date
March 2	 Ash Wednesday
April 29 - May 1	 Men’s Retreat

Wednesday Night Supper Menu
Fried/Baked Chicken, green beans, golden 
rice, Hawaiian rolls, mocha brownies
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WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB

We will meet on March 13, 2022, at 6 pm 
at the home of Tricia Whitby, 210 Sleepy 
Creek Rd, 31210. Our selection for this 
meeting is Jodi Picoult’s book, Wish You 
Were Here. Author Taylor Jenkins Reid 
describes it as “a powerfully evocative story 
of resilience and the triumph of the human 
spirit”. Many of us are familiar with Jodi  
Picoult books and know that they are  
always profound and lead to great  
discussions. 

MEN’S RETREAT, APR. 29 - MAY 1

Cloudland Canyon State Park

Men’s Retreat returns! After a two-year  
hiatus, we will once again gather for a 
weekend of communing with each  
other and with creation. We will return to 
Cloudland Canyon State Park, staying in 
the group lodge. All ages and comfort  
levels in the outdoors welcome and  
valued. Cost is $50. Sign-up on the FBCX 
website.

CHILDREN’S NEWS:

Upcoming Worship Arts:

February 16 Movement and Breathing with 
Chris Kirby and Monica Stevens

Save the Summer Dates

June 20-24—VBS

July 17-20—PassportKids Camp (grades 
3-5)

YOUTH NEWS:

FBCX Youth Super Bowl Party

Today
6:00 pm until halftime
The Longs’ house
638 Mill Run Court
Menu - Nacho Bar
Please pick up your student at halftime. 
Youth Winter Retreat (Rescheduled)

February 18-20

Huntsville, AL

Let’s get away and dwell together and with 
God. We will use the “Dwell” theme from 
Winter Youth Summit and will focus on 
getting to know ourselves, each other, and 
listening for God away from distractions. 

March Mission Madness

March 18-20
Second Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, GA
Cost: $125 (Includes lodging, 3 meals, and 
a t-shirt)
MMM is a youth mission weekend hosted 
by CBF of GA. We will join other  
churches in Georgia to work and learn 
about different ministries in Atlanta and 
how they are showing God’s love in their 
community. We will leave Friday after 
school and return Sunday after morning 
worship. We will stay in a hotel or lodge in 
Atlanta near the church. 



Now. Here. This. 

I’ve heard from many of you over the 
last few days how much you appreciated 
hearing from Rev. Kasey Jones, who was 
invited by our Baptist Identity Committee 
to help us celebrate Baptist Heritage Sun-
day, a more focused approach to our old 
“Founders’ Day,” aimed at helping us honor 
and interpret our tradition. In recent years, 
we’ve taken this Sunday as an opportunity 
to broaden our vision and understanding 
of what at times can feel like a small Baptist 
world.

Kasey is the Associate Coordinator for  
Outreach and Growth at CBF and focused 
her time with us on CBF’s work in the area 
of racial justice.

During the Sunday school hour, Kasey, who 
is a Black woman, spoke to us about CBF’s 
journey toward centering racial justice as a 
priority in recent years, primarily through 
establishing the Dr. Emmanuel McCall 
Initiative for Racial Justice and Leadership, 
which is one of our new “identity partners,” 
supported in our annual budget.

Kasey lifted up the ways the summer of 
2020 changed the conversation about racial 
justice not only in CBF, but in the nation as 
a whole as we grappled with the murder of 
George Floyd and other incidents of racial 
violence, as well as the protests and unrest 
that followed. 

CBF churches have said overwhelmingly 
that we want to be more diverse—both as  
congregations and a fellowship—but we 

know that diversity doesn’t just happen. It 
takes intentionality and a conscious  
reckoning with the ways “welcome” must 
be practiced as much as it is said. 

In her sermon she described for us with an 
incredible mix of honesty, grace, and  
solidarity, the uncomfortable reality that 
white churches and white Christians have 
an unfortunate, but well-earned, reputation 
within the Black Church. Black churches 
have witnessed and experienced the ways 
in which white Christianity has upheld a 
racially discriminatory and even violent 
status quo. 

While this is hard to hear, she encouraged 
us to stay the course, to continue to learn 
and educate ourselves in our complicated  
history, and most of all continue doing the 
work, recognizing that change happens  
slowly. 

But it was something she said to the small 
group who took her out to lunch following 
worship that has kept me thinking over 
the past week. We were talking about the 
struggle of keeping these important but 
uncomfortable, and, it must be said, polit-
ically charged, conversations going for an 
extended period of time. 

She said to think of racial justice work as a 
matter of discipleship, in the same way we 
would, say, stewardship.

Of course, we all (and maybe especially 
preachers!) would like to just talk about  
stewardship once and then be done with 
it—for us all to hear and understand and 
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immediately adjust our behaviors and 
lives to be in perfect harmony with our 
values and convictions.

But we know this is not how discipleship 
works. Discipleship is a process, a journey, 
that we commit our lives to. Which means 
one of the greatest spiritual disciplines we 
can develop is endurance. The strength to 
keep going, to keep trying, to keep taking 
small steps forward, for the long haul. 

To not get discouraged when we fall short, 
and to extend all necessary grace to each 
other, recognizing that the journey is  
sweeter and richer and more heaven—like 
when we make it together.

I’m grateful to Rev. Jones for reminding us 
that when we speak of racial justice we are 
speaking of the gospel, and that true  
discipleship is long, and at times hard, 
but—we confess—worth the struggle.

I’m also grateful that she was here to walk 
a few steps of the journey with us.

SHD
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Staff and Leadership

Ms. Anne Armstrong
ORGANIST

Ms. Phoebe Capps
MINISTRY INTERN

Rev. Scott Dickison
PASTOR

Mr. David Cooke
CHAIR OF CHURCH COUNCIL

Mrs. Harriet Eason 
CHAIR OF DEACONS

Rev. JD Granade
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR CHILDREN 

AND CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Ms. Tierra Johnson
CUSTODIAN

Mr. Bradley Lott
FACILITIES MANAGER

Mrs. Connie Pursiful
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Dr. Stanley L. Roberts
MINISTER OF MUSIC

Dr. Eric Spears
VICE CHAIR OF DEACONS

Rev. Kelsey Stillwell
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR YOUTH 

AND MISSIONS

511 High Place Macon, GA 31201 •(478) 742-6485 • email: office@fbcxmacon.org
• www.fbcxmacon.org • Wifi: fbcx-Guest  Password is: welcome511

Signs of the Season
The paraments on the pulpit and communion table are visual reminders of the current  
season of the church year. Ordinary Time begins after Epiphany and ends with Ash  
Wednesday. During this season, we celebrate the “ordinary events” of our Christian lives. The 
liturgical color for this season is green, symbolizing life, freshness, and hope. 


