
Sunday, March 6, 2022
The First Sunday in Lent

Rivière, Briton, 1840-1920. Temptation in the Wilderness



Welcome to worship this morning with the First Baptist Church of Christ. We are thrilled to 
be back worshiping in our sanctuary after a year outside of our building. As we gather this 
morning know that we are committed to everyone’s safety and comfort as we create sacred 
space and time together. 

Things to Know 

•   Masks are required at all times during worship, when moving through the building, and 
when with children. Each Sunday school class is making its own decisions regarding masks 
in class.

•   Please keep social distance by avoiding gathering in groups before and after the service.
•   Be mindful of others. Err on the side of caution out of respect for those who are abiding by 

stricter practices.
•   Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or  

remain seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. 
Invitations to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to  
respond in word or song are noted in bold. 

•   If you have any questions or concerns, please find an usher.
For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-Kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.
For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on 
the back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance.  If you have special 
hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to bring you a hearing assistance device from the 
sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back there and get one. An accessible restroom is 
located up one floor across from the office. If you, or someone with you, requires special assis-
tance for any reason, please find a minister or an usher.
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THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour   Anne Armstrong
 Reece Huston, acolyte
The Prelude “Intrada”   Charles Ore
 Anne Armstrong, organ

The Call to Worship  JD Granade
Come, and dwell in the shelter of the Most High. Come abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

Deliver us in our wilderness, O God in whom we trust.
You are our refuge, O God, and our fortress, the One in whom we trust.

Deliver us in our wilderness, O God in whom we trust.
You shield us from harm, you cover us with soft wings so we do not fear the terror of the 
night or the dangers of the day.

Deliver us in our wilderness, O God in whom we trust.
You answer us when we call, you are with us in our troubles, you comfort us and heal us.

Deliver us in our wilderness, O God in whom we trust.
Deliver us in our wilderness, O God in whom we trust.

Deliver us in our wilderness, O God in whom we trust.

  From Psalm 91

*The Hymn of Praise  319 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,

The King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him,

For He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;

Praise Him in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord,

Who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under His wings,

Yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been

Granted in what He ordaineth?
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Praise to the Lord,
Who doth prosper thy works and defend thee;

surely His goodness and mercy
here daily attend thee.

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If with His love He befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord,
O let all that is in me adore Him!

All that hath life and breath,
Come now with praises before Him.

Let the Amen sound from His people again,
Gladly forever adore Him.

*The Invocation  JD Granade

*The Gloria Patri 705  GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end. Amen, amen.

The Welcome  Scott Dickison

 “Let the Children Come”  JD Granade

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will meet  with  
the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come.” Parents, please come pick up  
your children immediately after worship. The W.O.W. shepherds this week are Danielle and  

Doug Barnes

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory 69 Children of the Heavenly Father TRYGGARE KAN
  INGEN VARA

Children of the heavenly Father
Safely in His bosom gather;

Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.
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Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,

And their sorrows all He knoweth.
Though He giveth or He taketh,

God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely

To preserve them pure and holy.

*The Offertory Prayer  Suzy Nicholson  
  Deacon of the Week

The Offertory “What Shall I Render to My God” Austin C. Lovelace
 The Chancel Choir

What shall I render to my God for all His mercy’s store?
I’ll take the gifts He hath bestowed and humbly ask for more.

The sacred cup of saving grace I will with thanks receive,
And all His promises embrace and to His glory live.

My vows I will to His great name before His people pay,
And all I have, and all I am, upon His altar lay.

Thy lawful servant, Lord, I owe to Thee whatever is mine.
Born in Thy family below, and by redemption Thine.

Thy hands created me. Thy hands from sin have set me free.
The mercy that hath loosed my bands hath bound me fast to Thee.
Praise Him, ye saints, the God of love who hath thy sins forgiven,

 Till gathered to the church above we sing the songs of heaven. 
  Text:  Charles Wesley
  Tune:  FAIRFIELD, unknown

*The Offertory When I Survey the Wondrous Cross HAMBURG
        Response 186

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
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THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 John Thomas Long

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 
    who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; 
    my God, in whom I trust.” 
Because you have made the Lord your refuge, 
    the Most High your dwelling place, 
no evil shall befall you, 
    no scourge come near your tent. 
For he will command his angels concerning you 
    to guard you in all your ways. 
On their hands they will bear you up, 
    so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 
You will tread on the lion and the adder, 
    the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 
Those who love me, I will deliver; 
    I will protect those who know my name. 
When they call to me, I will answer them; 
    I will be with them in trouble,
    I will rescue them and honor them. 
With long life I will satisfy them, 
    and show them my salvation.
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God

The Call to Confession  Scott Dickison

Almighty and everlasting God, 
we thank You for all that is good,  
for our creation and for our humanity,  
for the stewardship You have given us of this planet earth,  
for the gifts of life and of one another,  
for Your love which is unbounded and eternal, 
O Thou, most holy and beloved,  
our Companion, our Guide upon the way.
We repent the wrongs we have done:
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The Discipline of Silence

The Response 399 “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”          Jacques Berthier
 (sung twice)

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:
When I call answer me.

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.
Come and listen to me.

Assurance of Pardon

We have wounded Your love. 
O God, heal us.

We stumble in the darkness. 
Light of the world, transfigure us.

We forget that we are Your home. 
Spirit of God, dwell in us.

Eternal Spirit, living God, 
in whom we live and move and have our being, 
all that we are, have been, and shall be is known to You, 
to the very secret of our hearts 
and all that rises to trouble us. 
Living flame burn into us, 
cleansing wind, blow through us, 
fountain of water, well up within us, 
that we may love and praise in deed and in truth.

Amen.
The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  Scott Dickison

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  

and ever, Amen.
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The Second Lesson Luke 4:1-13 Scott Dickison

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the  
wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during 
those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is 
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’”
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And 
the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been 
given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be 
yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’”
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a 
stone.’”
 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” When the devil 
had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
For the Good News of God,

Thanks be to God

The Sermon “Desert Encounters” Scott Dickison

THE BREAD AND CUP OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Communion Solo “My Jesus I Love Thee” arr. Dan Forrest
Stanley L. Roberts, baritone

THE OFFERING OF COMMITMENT

*The Hymn of  Commitment 573 It Is Well With My Soul VILLE DU HAVRE

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
“It is well, it is well with my soul.”
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Refrain:
It is well with my soul,

It is well, it is well with my soul.
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,

Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate,

And has shed His own blood for my soul. [Refrain]
My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought:

My sin, not in part, but the whole—
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! [Refrain]
And, Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight,

The clouds, be rolled back as a scroll,
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend,

“Even so”—it is well with my soul. [Refrain]

* The Benediction  Scott Dickison

*The Congregational Response 512      “We Go in Peace” Keith Christopher

 We go in peace, we go in love,
 We go in grace and mercy from the Lord above
 To tell the world this very thing:
 That Jesus Christ is Lord and King!

*Postlude  “Canzona”   Robert Roesch 
 Anne Armstrong, organ
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

Sunday, March 6
9:45 am  Sunday School
11:00 am Worship with Communion

Wednesday, March 9
9:30am  Language Ministry
3:00 pm  Open Time in youth room
 and children’s center
4:45 pm  Children Worship Arts
 Workshops
5:30 pm  Youth Choir
5:30 pm  Family Dinner
6:00 pm  Children’s Choir
6:15 pm  Youth “Unplugged”
6:30 pm  Language Ministry
6:30 pm  Choir Practice
6:30 pm  Lenten Vespers
6:45 pm  Flex time for children

Thursday, March 10
7:00 pm Pandemic task force meeting

Sunday, March 13
9:00 am Finance Committee
9:45 am  Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
12:15 pm Church Coucil

Deacons of the Week
March 3 Suzy Nicholson
March 10 Jackie Riley

Birthdays
March 7 Marianne Kell
March 7  David Nicholson
March 8 Terry Collinsworth
March 10 Jillian Dumas
March 10 Chris Scoggins
March 10 Steven Wallace

March 11 Dolly Pace
March 11 Traven Toomer
March 12 Fannie Marchetti
March 12 Jan McGuire

Condolences
We grieve with our Circle of Hope family on 
the death of Annie Walker on February 7.

We grieve with the Hagerman family on the 
death of Cliff Hagerman on February 9.

Save the Date
Sunday, April 3 Children’s Sunday
April 29–May 1 Men’s Retreat

Wednesday Night Supper Menu
March 9: Honey mustard pork loin/chicken, 
green beans, cheesy mashed potato bake, 
mini buttermilk biscuits and peach cobbler
March 16: Baked sausage or veggie ziti, green 
salad, garlic bread and mini lemon pound 
cakes

International Women’s Day 
Tuesday, March 8th 7:00–8:30 PM
Fall Line Brewing Co., 567 Plum St.  
Downtown Macon
Join us for celebration & conversation! Help 
us as we dream about Global Women plans 
for 2022. We will have a donation basket for 
Macon Periods Easier at the gathering.  
Contact LeAnn Gunter Johns at  
leanngunter@gmail.com or 678-457-6126 
with any questions.



THE FRIDGE DOOR

The Bible stand on our altar was falling apart. 
Nails were loose and the brace inside the 
stand wasn’t holding the wooden sections 
together.
Picking up the stand was a cumbersome and 
tricky operation. There were no hand holds 
on the sides! The stress of tilting, sliding, and 
clumsily lifting the stand had loosened the 
nails and brace.
Frank Broome carried the stand to his wood 
shop. He carefully carved out hand-holds on 
the sides of the stand, and also added braces 
to the corners.
Moving the Bible stand now doesn’t cause 
unnecessary wear and tear to the paraments. 
Thanks to Frank’s skilled work, and his  
gracious willingness to make things better, 
that stand is so much easier to move.
Thank you, Frank!

A place to 
 display the small 
moments that 
make up the 
larger story of the 
church 

Wednesday Night Lenten  
Vespers in the Park at 6:30 pm
Beginning March 9, on Wednesday nights 
through the Lenten season we will gather 
in High St. Park across the street from the 
church for an evening Vespers service. Join us 
for this time of midweek sunset prayer.  
Seating is available in the amphitheater, but 
you are welcome to bring a lawn chair. In case 
of weather we will move to the fellowship 
hall. This service will not be live-streamed.

Women’s Book Club
March 13, 2022, at 6:00 pm at the home of 
Tricia Whitby, 210 Sleepy Creek Rd, 31210. 
Our selection for this meeting is Jodi  
Picoult’s book, Wish You Were Here.  
Author Taylor Jenkins Reid describes it as 
“a powerfully evocative story of resilience 
and the triumph of the human spirit”. Many 
of us are familiar with Jodi Picoult’s books 
and know that they are always profound 
and lead to great discussions. 

Online Lenten Devotional 
We are excited to once again offer an online 
Lenten devotional featuring authors from 
within our congregation. This year’s edition 
will use the same website as last year, so if 
you subscribed, then there should be no need 
to subscribe again. Devotions will be sent 
to your inbox on Ash Wednesday and each 
Sunday in Lent. There will be daily offerings 
during Holy Week. To subscribe, follow the 
link in the weekly email. Thank you to Kathy 
Manis Findley for once again spearheading 
this project and to all of our writers for  
sharing their gifts. 
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Men’s Retreat, April 29–May 1
Cloudland Canyon State Park
Men’s Retreat returns! After a two-year  
hiatus, we will once again gather for a 
weekend of communing with each  
other and with creation. We will return to 
Cloudland Canyon State Park, staying in 
the group lodge. All ages and comfort  
levels in the outdoors welcome and  
valued. Cost is $50. Sign up on the FBCX 
website.

COVID Task Force Update
The Pandemic Task Force met last Sunday to 
discuss the impact on the updated guidance 
concerning masks from the CDC on our 
current policies. In light of this guidance, the 
task force is comfortable with adult Sunday 
school classes making their own decisions 
concerning masks while in class. The choir 
will also join other worship leaders in being 
free to remove their masks while leading in 
worship.
For the time being we will continue to ask 
that masks be worn in worship and in chil-
dren’s Sunday school classes and activities. 
The task force will meet again on Thursday, 
March 10, to discuss further changes in time 
to present them to the church council in 
their meeting on Sunday, March 13. This will 
allow us all time to let this new guidance take 
shape.
We are encouraged by this latest change in 
guidance and hope that it reflects a real and 
lasting positive step forward. The task force 
also encourages everyone who is able to 

receive a booster shot, as studies show these 
have been critical in fighting serious diseases.
MISSIONS
Daybreak Sleepout Fundraiser
Thank you for your donations! FBCX raised 
$675, and Daybreak surpassed their goal and 
raised over $250,000. Each dollar translates 
into their ability to provide shelters, laundry, 
food, medical care, and case management. 
Due to an especially hectic season of college 
life, our students were not able to participate 
in the Sleepout as they had hoped. We are 
grateful for FBCX’s support of Daybreak and 
appreciate our college students’ continued 
investment in the ministries of this church.
Support CBF’s Ukraine Relief Fund
Give online at www.cbf.net/ukraine
Prayerfully consider a financial contribution 
to CBF’s Ukraine Relief Fund. CBF’s first 
funding commitment for the fund is to  
provide relief to those served by Village of 
Hope and for local partners of that ministry 
under the leadership of CBF field  
personnel Gennady and Mina Podgaisky and 
CBF Global Missions. They have served in 
Kyiv for 20 years. Beyond that, support will 
be directed to The Baptist World Alliance 
Forum for Aid Development (BFAD) in 
international disaster response work. They 
are working actively with Baptist leaders in 
Ukraine and others in that country to  
identify the most essential use of funds.
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Support Depaul in Ukraine
Depaul USA is a national homeless service 
nonprofit and manages Daybreak in Macon.
Depaul USA is part of an international  
movement to end homelessness. Their sister 
organization, Depaul Ukraine, has been at 
work in that country since 2007 providing 
services to those living on the streets,  
confined to jails, abandoned in hospitals, and 
fleeing the conflict in the eastern regions of 
the country.
Depaul Ukraine is still providing services 
in Kharkiv, Odessa, and Kyiv. Father Vitaliy 
Novak CM, Chair of the Trustees for Depaul 
Ukraine, currently in Odessa recently said, 
“We are shocked and desperate....But we 
stand firm, keeping our homeless shelters and 
services going, taking it in turns to visit and 
staying safe so we can keep supporting peo-
ple. It is more important than ever before. We 
will not leave until we have no other choice. 
Homeless people here have no information– 
we are a lifeline to them, providing warmth, 
shelter, food and protection.” 
If you would like to make a gift to support 
this humanitarian work in Ukraine, you can 
on their GoFundMe page. 100% of all  
donations will be sent to Depaul Interna-
tional in London which will then transfer 
the funds to Ukraine. Go to GoFundMe.com 
and search “Emergency Appeal on Behalf of 
Depaul Ukraine”

CHILDREN’S NEWS
Family Lent Devotion
Any families with children (or anyone who 
wishes to embrace a childlike faith) are 
welcome to grab a copy of “God is Still with 
Us” from the education lobby (or download 
it from the weekly Highlites). This weekly 
resource includes reflections, discussion, 
activities, and coloring pages for each week of 
Lent. 

Children’s Sunday
God said through the prophet Isaiah “Look! 
I’m doing a new thing; now it sprouts up; 
don’t you recognize it?” (Isa 43:19a CEB). 
Children are the embodiment of the newness 
God offers. We hope you’ll take the oppor-
tunity to recognize this as they lead us in 
worship on April 3!

YOUTH NEWS:
March Mission Madness

March 18-20
Second Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, GA
MMM is a youth mission weekend hosted 
by CBF of GA. We will join other  
churches in Georgia to work and learn 
about different ministries in Atlanta and 
how they are showing God’s love in their 
community. We will leave Friday after 
school and return Sunday after morning 
worship. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST  |  13



The more we return to  
“normal” the more apparent 
it is that our children’s minis-
try has grown in several ways, 
which is a blessing to be cele-
brated! It’s also becoming clear 
how dependent we are on the 
work of volunteers who help 
this ministry run smoothly and 
safely. While we’re so grateful to 
those who continue to serve, we 
are also in need of those who 
can volunteer either regularly 
or as needed for special events. 
This series of workshops aims 
to refresh and reiterate the 
values of children’s ministry for 
those currently volunteering, 
and also empower those who 
would like to volunteer to feel 
confident in offering their gifts.

The first workshop will be  
required for all who currently 
or wish to work with children, 
including parents and  
guardians, so childcare will be 
provided. It will happen briefly 
after church. We will go over 
our Child Protection Policies 
and have forms available for the 

background checks we require of  
volunteers. If you cannot attend, please 
let JD know so we can work out another 
option.
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NOW. HERE. THIS.
Bright Sadness
Eastern Christianity speaks of the season of 
Lent as a time of “bright sadness.” It’s bright 
because we know the promise of resurrection 
waits for us on the other side. But there is 
nonetheless sadness because in order to see 
the light of Easter morning we must first pass 
through the darkness of Good Friday. 
This is a delicate balance to walk, holding 
both Jesus’ death and his resurrection in 
equal measure. To lean too much in either  
direction risks minimizing the other. But 
there is something to the interplay of these 
two, sadness and brightness, that we know 
deep in our own bodies. We’ve all felt a kind 
of “bright sadness.” 
When the vacation ends and the family  
returns to their homes.
When summer is over and a new school year 
starts.
When you see the marks on the door frame 
measuring a year’s worth of growth. 
Perhaps you, too, have felt a sadness amid the 
happy return to something like our normal 
rhythms as a church, for the last two years 
have taken a toll on all of us.
Or taking in the natural beauty of the taste 
of spring knowing that war rages on half a 
world away.

There’s a sadness behind every brightness. 
The journey of Lent reminds us that this is 
okay, that it is a deep truth of life and is at the 
heart of our Christian story. Even the risen 
Christ had wounds.

Sad brightness is one thing, but it’s  
harder in the moment to believe that there 
is a brightness behind every sadness. This is 
more hard-won,because the brightness is not 
immediately available to us. To believe it is 
there requires trust. It is the very meaning of 
faith—the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. We must move 
through the darkness to get to the light. 

The great Orthodox theologian, Alexander 
Schmemann, describes the hope of Lenten 
worship this way,

“Little by little we begin to understand, or 
rather to feel, that this sadness is indeed 
‘bright,’ that a mysterious transformation 
is about to take place in us…All that which 
seemed so tremendously important to us as 
to fill our mind, that state of anxiety which 
has virtually become our second nature, dis-
appear somewhere and we begin to feel free, 
light and happy. It is not the noisy and super-
ficial happiness which comes and goes twenty 
times a day and is so fragile and fugitive; it 
is a deep happiness which comes not from 
a single and particular reason but from our 
soul having…touched ‘another world.’ And 
that which it has touched is made up of light 
and peace and joy, of an inexpressible trust.”

Such is the great hope of this season we enter, 
this story that we tell, and this life we live to-
gether. It is a truth we know deep in our own 
bones, that we pray this season will lift to our 
hearts.   SHD
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Signs of the Season
The paraments on the pulpit and communion table along with the ministers’ stoles are visual 
reminders of the current season of the church year. The season of Lent lasts forty days, beginning 
with Ash Wednesday and ending with Easter Sunday. It is traditionally a time of fasting, 
penitence, and prayer. The color purple, symbolizing repentance, marks the season. 


