
Sunday, April 10, 2022
Palm Sunday

“Jesus Enters Jerusalem in Procession (Palm Sunday)” by 
Elizabeth Wang, 2001



Welcome to worship with the First Baptist Church of Christ. 
Whatever road has brought you here and wherever you should go once we depart, know that 
you are welcome in this space fully and completely, and that the image of God we all bear 
together this hour is more complete because you are here as a part of it.
Things to Know
Masks are now optional on the church campus. We understand there are those within the 
congregation who will need or want to continue to wear masks, and we will continue to keep 
masks around the church for those who may want to use them. 
Restrooms can be found through the double doors on the side near the elevator, one flight of 
stairs up or one flight down.
For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-Kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.
For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on 
the back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance.  If you have special 
hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to bring you a hearing assistance device from the 
sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back there and get one. An accessible restroom is 
located up one floor across from the office. If you, or someone with you, requires special assis-
tance for any reason, please find a minister or an usher.
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THE OFFERING OF PRAISE 

The Sounding of the Hour   Anne Armstrong
 Pippa Kirby, acolyte
The Prelude “The Palms”    Jean-Baptiste Faure
 Anne Armstrong, organ

The Procession of Palms
The Call to Worship  Phoebe Capps

We gather remembering those who spread their cloaks on the road,
And we ask ourselves what we can do to serve Jesus.

We gather remembering those who praised God joyfully and loudly,
And we add our joyful and loud voices to their cries!

We gather remembering voices of power who sought to silence the nuisance,
And we follow Jesus above the comfort of the powerful. 

Hosanna! Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!

*The Hymn of Praise 175 All Glory, Laud, and Honor ST. THEODULPH

  Text:  Theodulph of Orleans (ca. 821);  
  tr. John Mason Neal, 1854

All glory, laud, and honor  
To Thee, Redeemer, King,  

To whom the lips of children  
Made sweet hosannas ring.  
Thou are the King of Israel  

Thou David’s royal Son,  
Who in the Lord’s name cometh,  

The King and Blessed One.
The company of angels  

Is praising Thee on high;  
And we with all creation  

In chorus make reply.  
The people of the Hebrews  

With palms before Thee went;  
Our praise and prayer and anthems  

Before Thee we present.

To Thee before Thy passion  
They sang their hymns of praise;  

To you, now high exalted,  
Our melody we raise.  

Thou didst accept their praises 
Accept the praise we bring,  
Who in all good delightest,  

Thou good and gracious King!
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*The Invocation  Kelsey Stillwell

*The Gloria Patri 705  GLORIA PATRI

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end. Amen, amen.

The Welcome  Kelsey Stillwell

 “Let the Children Come”  JD Granade

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will meet  with  
the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come.” Families, please come pick up  

your children immediately after worship. The W.O.W. shepherds this week are Luke McBrayer 
and Sara Binet

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory 172  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna ELLACOMBE

Hosanna, loud hosanna 
the little children sang; 

through pillared court and temple 
the lovely anthem rang. 

To Jesus, who had blessed them, 
close folded to his breast, 

the children sang their praises, 
the simplest and the best.
From Olivet they followed 
among the joyful crowd, 

the victor palm branch waving, 
and singing clear and loud. 

The Lord of earth and heaven 
rode on in lowly state, 

nor scorned that little children 
should on his bidding wait. Text; Jennette Threlfall, 1873

“Hosanna in the highest!” 
That ancient song we sing, 
for Christ is our Redeemer, 

the Lord of heaven, our King. 
O may we ever praise Him 

with heart and life and voice, 
and in His blissful presence 

eternally rejoice. 
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*The Offertory Prayer  Julie Long
  Deacon of the Week

The Offertory Anthem “Ride On, King Jesus” Moses Hogan
 The Chancel Choir
 Caroline Cooke, soprano

*The Offertory Response 186 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross HAMBURG

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 Nate Myrick
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
    his steadfast love endures forever! 
Let Israel say, 
    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
    that I may enter through them 
    and give thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 
I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the chief cornerstone. 
 This is the Lord’s doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 
    O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
The Lord is God, 



    and he has given us light. 
Bind the festal procession with branches, 
    up to the horns of the altar. 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
    you are my God, I will extol you. 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever.
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God

The Call to Confession  Scott Dickison

Almighty and everlasting God, 
we thank You for all that is good,  
for our creation and for our humanity,  
for the stewardship You have given us of this planet earth,  
for the gifts of life and of one another,  
for Your love which is unbounded and eternal, 
O Thou, most holy and beloved,  
our Companion, our Guide upon the way. 
We repent the wrongs we have done:

The Discipline of Silence

The Response 399 “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”          Jacques Berthier
 (choir sings first time, congregation second time)

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:
When I call answer me.

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.
Come and listen to me.

Assurance of Pardon  Scott Dickison

We have wounded Your love. 
O God, heal us.

We stumble in the darkness. 
Light of the world, transfigure us.

We forget that we are Your home. 
Spirit of God, dwell in us.
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Eternal Spirit, living God,  
in whom we live and move and have our being,  
all that we are, have been, and shall be is known to You,  
to the very secret of our hearts  
and all that rises to trouble us.  
Living flame, burn into us,  
cleansing wind, blow through us,  
fountain of water, well up within us,  
that we may love and praise in deed and in truth.

Amen.
The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  Scott Dickison

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  

and ever, Amen.

The Anthem Solo “None Other Lamb” Craig Courtney
 Stanley L. Roberts, baritone

The Second Lesson Luke 19:28-40 Scott Dickison

After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you 
will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here.  If anyone 
asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who were sent 
departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked 
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord needs it.” Then they brought 
it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, 
people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path down 
from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully 
with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying,

“Blessed is the king
    who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
    and glory in the highest heaven!”



Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” He 
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
For the Good News of God,

Thanks be to God

The Sermon “What Would the Stones Say?” Scott Dickison

THE OFFERING OF COMMITMENT

*The Hymn of Commitment 173 Lift Up Your Heads TRURO 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the King of glory waits;
The King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here!

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer, and love, and joy.

Redeemer, come, we open wide our hearts to You; here, Lord, abide:
Your inner presence let us feel; Your grace and love in us reveal.

*The Benediction  Scott Dickison

The Choral Response “Hosanna, Welcome to Our Hearts” Robert H. Young
The Chancel Choir

Hosanna! Welcome to our hearts! for here 
Thou hast a temple, too, as Zion dear;
 O enter in, dear Lord, unbar the door; 
And in that temple dwell forevermore.

Text: Jeremy Taylor (c. 1655)

Postlude   “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”    arr. David Paxton 
 Anne Armstrong, organ 

Live artist: Julianna and Joy Dumas
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 HOLY WEEK 2022: JOIN US FOR WORSHIP AND REFLECTION

*No Wednesday Night Activities on Wednesday April 13

Maundy Thursday, April 14, 6:30 pm
Meal and Service

We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall to share a family-style meal together while having a  
Communion service. Please make reservations online.

Artist: Bread making by Elliott Wall

Good Friday, April 15, 10:00 am–7:00 pm
Prayer Stations and Reflection

The sanctuary will open at 10:00 am.
Music and Scripture reflection will be offered from 5:30–7:00 pm

Artist: Pottery by Kelsey Stillwell

 Saturday Flower Planting
 Saturday, April 16 9:30 to Noon

Easter Sunday, April 17, 11:00 am
Worship

Come for Sunday school at 9:45, then join us as we celebrate the resurrection together in 
the sanctuary!

Please read church emails and check our website for more details. 



 OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

Sunday, April 10
Palm Sunday
9:45 am  Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
12:15 pm Easter Egg Hunt and Lunch

Wednesday, April 13
9:30am  Language Ministry
No Wednesday night activities

Thursday, April 14
4:00 pm  Youth Fundraiser Prep
6:30 pm Maundy Thursday
 Meal and Worship

Friday, April 15 Sanctuary open 
 throughout the day for 
 Good Friday meditation, art 
 and music that night

Saturday, April 16
9:30 am  Flower Planting

Sunday, April 10
Easter Sunday
9:45 am  Sunday School
11:00 am Worship

Deacons of the Week
April 7 Julie Long
April 14 Jennifer Medgull
Birthdays
April 10 Elizabeth Hannah
April 11 Joe Seymour
April 12 Jean Davis
April 12 Brenda Harper
April 12 Adam Lease
April 12 Lorilyn Nable

April 13 Kelsey Stillwell
April 15 Needham Summerlin
April 16 Lowell Clark
April 16 Marla Potts
April 17 Frank Sapp
April 17 Sam Scarbrough

Condolences
We grieve with the family of Connie Horne 
in her death on March 22, 2022.
We grieve with Kim Candler, Tara  
Moscardelli and Robyn in the death of  
Carolyn Bingham on March 30. 
We grieve with Barbara Newton and her 
family in the death of her father, Hank Berry, 
on March 30. 
Save the Date
April 29–May 1 Men’s Retreat

Wednesday Night Supper Menu
Note: Price per plate has increased to $8.
April 14 (Maundy Thursday):  
Mediterranean-inspired family style meal

April 20: Sloppy sliders, green salad, corn on 
the cob, rainbow sugar cookies or fresh fruit

The Record Speaks:
Date:  2/28/2022
Budget to Date: $109,422
Contributions: $64,080
Expenses: $116,508
Missions: $6,408
 ($58,836)
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THE FRIDGE DOOR 

Since the children led worship last week, 
 I’ve heard many words of affirmation and  
gratitude, words which I know have also been 
shared with the children. I also shared a word 
of thanks that this church welcomes and  
empowers children, and I especially noticed 
that last week. In WOW, our young children 
take turns as leader, and part of that  
responsibility is to have the group stand and 
sit for songs. Naturally this was the perfect age 
group to lead hymns on Children’s Sunday. 
I watched as the congregation stayed seated, 
even after Anne had started playing, until the 
child up front raised their arms. It may seem 
like a small example, but this act of solidarity 
connected what we do in WOW with the  
worship traditions of our church and showed 
even our youngest children that they are  
valuable and have something to offer! 

Shared Relief Project with Mercer  
University and Baptists in Republic of 
Georgia 
Craig McMahan and Mercer University are 
partnering with Republic of Georgia Baptist 
leader and friend of the church Bishop 
Malkhaz Songulashvili to provide direct aid 
to refugees from 
Ukraine coming into the  
Republic of Georgia 
during this dreadful war. 
Malkhaz has partnered 
with Craig in various 
Mercer on Mission  
efforts, and has spent 
time with us here in Macon. He is  
coordinating refugee efforts from Georgia 
and will oversee this relief effort.

To support this effort, you may write a 
check to the church and designate it for 
“Ukrainian Relief.” You may also do-
nate using the QR code above or online 
through the church’s platform, by selecting 
“Ukrainian Relief ” on the  
drop-down menu.

These donations are collected through 
FBCX and sent as funds become available. 
Thanks to your generosity, we have been 
able to send aid totaling over $7,500.
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A place to 
 display the 
small moments 
that make up 
the larger story 
of the church 



Maundy Thursday
As we continue to celebrate our ability to 
once again gather around tables together, 
our Maundy Thursday observance this year 
will center on a meal. We will gather in the 
fellowship hall at 6:30pm for a  
Mediterranean-style family supper. We will 
remain at our tables as we move into a time 
of worship, reenacting that holy night.

There will be no childcare and children are 
invited to stay with their families. Please 
make a reservation by following the link in 
the Highlites. Suggested donation will be 
$8 per person.

Flower Planting
Saturday, April 16 

9:30 to Noon

Help us beautify the church for Easter.

Deacon Ordination April 24
After needing to postpone earlier this year, 
our Service of Ordination and Installation 
for new deacons will be held during  
Morning Worship on Sunday, April 24. Join 
us as we bless those whom we have called 
to serve among us.

Note cards to send to new deacons will be 
available in the church office

Easter Egg Your Yard!
Our youth will come to your house and 
hide eggs after dark so your family can 
wake up to a yard full of colorful treat-filled 
eggs. 

30 eggs $20 
50 eggs $30
70 eggs $40
90 Eggs $50
110 eggs $60
Eggs will arrive after dark on Friday, April 15 
or Saturday, April 16th. Deadline to register is 
April 13th. Money raised will help with youth 
summer trip costs.

Men’s Retreat, April 29–May 1
Cloudland Canyon State Park
Men’s Retreat returns! After a two-year  
hiatus, we will once 
again gather for a 
weekend of  
communing with each 
other and with  
creation. We will 
return to Cloudland 
Canyon State Park, 
staying in the group lodge. All ages and 
comfort levels in the outdoors welcome and 
valued. Cost is $50. Sign up on the FBCX 
website. or scan the QR code above. 

Women’s Book Club 

May 1, 2022 at 6:00 pm at the home of  
Sharon Bailey, 538 Byars Dr. We have selected 
“The Woman’s Hour” by Elaine Weiss. Reviews 
describe the book as inspirational, intriguing, a 
page turner, and ripe for book club discussion. 
Anita Gustafson and Shereé Keith have agreed 
to co-lead the discussion. These two ladies 
have unique knowledge and experiences with 
the book and the subject. We are in for a treat!
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CHILDREN’S NEWS

Save the Dates
June 20-24-- VBS
July 17-20-- PassportKids Camp (3-5 grades)

YOUTH NEWS:
Egg Hiding Fundraiser 
Thursday, April 14th at 4:00-6:15pm
 
Youth will meet in the youth room to finish 
stuffing and preparing eggs before going to the 
Maundy Thursday service. Youth families are 
asked to donate $10 of candy. Drivers will pick 
up their assigned houses and eggs.
Friday, April 15th and Saturday, April 16th 
starting at 8:00pm 
Drivers and youth will hide eggs at assigned 
houses.
*If you haven’t already, let Kelsey know if your 
student can help hide eggs on Friday or Satur-
day. This allows us to know how many houses 
we can accept.

Pickleball Clinic with Paul Midkiff
Thursday, May 26th at 6:00 at Tattnall Square 
Park

Save the Date
May 15: Graduate Recognition Sunday
June 4: Macon Bacon Game
June 5-10: Appalachian Mission Immersion
July 18-23: Passport Camp
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NOTES AND DOODLES



Now. Here. This.

In his beautiful book, Telling the Truth, 
Frederick Buechner writes that the  
gospel is “tragedy, comedy, and fairy tale,” 
all wrapped into one.
“The gospel is bad news before it is good 
news,” he writes. Tragedy is that “we are 
sinners,” and that when we look in the  
mirror we see that we are “at least eight 
parts chicken, phony, slob.”
The comedy is that, despite all of this, we 
are loved anyway. “Cherished, forgiven, 
bleeding to be sure, but also bled for.”
But this movement of tragedy and comedy, 
brokenness and beauty, plays out in the 
lives of real people—you and I—sometimes 
in ways that seem too fantastic to be true. 
A person comes into your life.
A mother’s love sustains you. A teacher. A 
friend.
You find you can keep living—abundantly, 
even—after a terrible loss.
A child is born.
It feels like a miracle, because it is.
“It is impossible for anybody to leave  
behind the darkness of the world he carries 
on his back like a snail, but for God all 
things are possible. This is the fairy tale. All 
together they are the truth.”
Tragedy, comedy, fairy tale. This is the week 
we remember that all together they are the 
truth. 

Alone they are not the full truth. The 
tragedy of it all is true, but only in part. The 
comedy of life and of love is true, but only 
in part. That the miraculous is possible is 
so very true, but it only makes sense against 
the backdrop of the previous two. The 
gospel tells us that the whole truth must 
include all of it—the tragedy, the comedy, 
and the fairy tale. To focus too much on 
any one part is to risk distorting the whole. 
And we need the whole.
All of this is on full display in the story we 
tell over Holy Week. 
We begin in the wild fanfare and hope of 
Palm Sunday, reveling in the anticipation 
that good things are on the way. But this 
celebration is short lived, for as the week 
progresses we’re reminded that the real 
hope for these good things is only  
accessed through our sorrow. Through 
pain. Through failure, rejection, and  
disappointment. 
The joy we find on Easter morning is  
proportional to the darkness we allow  
ourselves on Good Friday. That there is 
light beyond darkness feels like the stuff of 
fairy tales. And yet this story only has the 
power to transform it when we see  
evidence of it in our own lives. 
All of it is there in the story we tell together 
in the week to come. But it is up to us to tell 
it all. I hope you’ll join us as we do. 
 SHD
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Staff and Leadership

Ms. Anne Armstrong
ORGANIST

Ms. Phoebe Capps
MINISTRY INTERN

Rev. Scott Dickison
PASTOR

Mr. David Cooke
CHAIR OF CHURCH COUNCIL

Mrs. Harriet Eason 
CHAIR OF DEACONS

Rev. JD Granade
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR CHILDREN 

AND CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Ms. Tierra Johnson
CUSTODIAN

Mr. Bradley Lott
FACILITIES MANAGER

Mrs. Connie Pursiful
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Dr. Stanley L. Roberts
MINISTER OF MUSIC

Dr. Eric Spears
VICE CHAIR OF DEACONS

Rev. Kelsey Stillwell
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR YOUTH 

AND MISSIONS

511 High Place Macon, GA 31201 •(478) 742-6485 • email: office@fbcxmacon.org
• www.fbcxmacon.org • Wifi: fbcx-Guest  Password is: welcome511

Signs of the Season
The paraments on the pulpit and communion table along with the ministers’ stoles are visual 

reminders of the current season of the church year. The season of Lent lasts forty days,  
beginning with Ash Wednesday and ending with Easter Sunday. It is traditionally a time of 
fasting, penitence, and prayer. The color purple, symbolizing repentance, marks the season. 

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Winford 

Atkins (Blanche) by their daughter Carol Taylor and her family. 


