
Sunday, April 3, 2022
The Fifth Sunday in Lent

Children’s Sunday

“Something New,” Marianne Kell (2022)



Welcome to worship with the First Baptist Church of Christ. 
Whatever road has brought you here and wherever you should go once we depart, know that 
you are welcome in this space fully and completely, and that the image of God we all bear 
together this hour is more complete because you are here as a part of it.
Things to Know
Masks are now optional on the church campus. We understand there are those within the 
congregation who will need or want to continue to wear masks, and we will continue to keep 
masks around the church for those who may want to use them. 
Restrooms can be found through the double doors on the side near the elevator, one flight of 
stairs up or one flight down.
For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-Kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.
For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on 
the back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance.  If you have special 
hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to bring you a hearing assistance device from the 
sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back there and get one. An accessible restroom is 
located up one floor across from the office. If you, or someone with you, requires special assis-
tance for any reason, please find a minister or an usher.
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THE OFFERING OF PRAISE 

The Sounding of the Hour   Anne Armstrong
 Kelsey Stillwell, acolyte

The Prelude “Sonatina in C Major,”  Clementi
 Pippa Kirby, piano

Choral Call to Worship “Jesus Loves Me” Anna Warner 
 3-4 Year & Pre-K Choir  music: William Bradbury
 Amy Alderman, director

The Call to Worship  Lorelai Wall

When dry ground is found in the sea and rivers flow through deserts, we know God is doing 
a new thing.

We see how our past has formed us and give praise to God.
When cold gives way to warmth and sorrow turns to laughter, we know God is doing a new 
thing.

We know Christ is among us now and give praise to God. 
When new generations lead the way and we see God’s Truth with fresh eyes, we know God 
is doing a new thing.

We hear the call to a transformative future and give praise to God!

*The Hymn of Praise 344 Glorious Is Thy Name GLORIOUS NAME
Tripp Barnes, leader

Blessed Savior, we adore Thee, we Thy love and grace proclaim;
Thou art mighty, Thou art holy, glorious is Thy matchless name!

Refrain:
Glorious, glorious, glorious is Thy name, O Lord!
Glorious, glorious, glorious is Thy name, O Lord!

Great Redeemer, Lord and Master, Light of all eternal days,
Let the saints of every nation sing Thy just and endless praise! [Refrain]

From the throne of heaven’s glory to the cross of sin and shame,
Thou didst come to die a ransom, guilty sinners to reclaim! [Refrain]

Come, O come, immortal Savior, come and take Thy royal throne;
Come, and reign, and reign forever, be the kingdom of Thine own![Refrain]
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*The Invocation  Billy Dickison

*The Gloria Patri 705  GLORIA PATRI
 Sid Dickison, leader

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end. Amen, amen.

The Welcome  Parker Johns

The Call to Confession  Sam Northenor

Almighty and everlasting God, 
we thank You for all that is good,  
for our creation and for our humanity,  
for the stewardship You have given us of this planet earth,  
for the gifts of life and of one another,  
for Your love which is unbounded and eternal, 
O Thou, most holy and beloved,  
our Companion, our Guide upon the way. 
We repent the wrongs we have done:

The Discipline of Silence

The Response 399 “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”          Jacques Berthier
 (choir sings first time, congregation second time)

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:
When I call answer me.

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.
Come and listen to me.

Assurance of Pardon  Brenna Tarpley

We have wounded Your love. 
O God, heal us.

We stumble in the darkness. 
Light of the world, transfigure us.

We forget that we are Your home. 
Spirit of God, dwell in us.
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Eternal Spirit, living God,  
in whom we live and move and have our being,  
all that we are, have been, and shall be is known to You,  
to the very secret of our hearts  
and all that rises to trouble us.  
Living flame, burn into us,  
cleansing wind, blow through us,  
fountain of water, well up within us,  
that we may love and praise in deed and in truth.

Amen.

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory 603 Jesus Loves Me CHINA
Mac Dickison, leader

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.

Refrain:
Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me,

Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me! this I know, as he loved so long ago,

Taking children on His knee, saying, “Let them come to Me.” [Refrain]
Jesus loves me still today, walking with me on my way,

Wanting as a friend to give light and love to all who live. [Refrain]
Jesus loves me! He will stay close beside me all the way;

If I love Him, when I die He will take me home on high. [Refrain]

The Offertory Prayer  Pippa Kirby 

The Offertory  “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  William B. Bradbury
 Robyn Candler, violin Carol Troutman Wiggins
 Anne Armstrong, piano

*The Offertory Response 186 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross HAMBURG
Were the whole realm of nature mine,

That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine

Demands my soul, my life, my all.



THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson  Psalm 126  Jennings Tarpley
When the Lord changed Zion’s circumstances for the better, 
    it was like we had been dreaming. 
Our mouths were suddenly filled with laughter; 
    our tongues were filled with joyful shouts. 
It was even said, at that time, among the nations, 
    “The Lord has done great things for them!” 
 Yes, the Lord has done great things for us, 
    and we are overjoyed.
 Lord, change our circumstances for the better, 
    like dry streams in the desert waste! 
 Let those who plant with tears 
    reap the harvest with joyful shouts. 
 Let those who go out, 
    crying and carrying their seed, 
    come home with joyful shouts, 
    carrying bales of grain!  From the Common English Bible
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God

Meditation  Jillian Dumas

The Pastoral Prayer  Maddie Meyer

The Lord’s Prayer  Rita Brown
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  
and ever, Amen.

The Anthem “Wake Up to a World of Light!”           Allen Pote
 Music Makers and Young Musicians

Rebecca Rowell Cooke, director
Karen Summerlin, director

 Ruth Rowell, piano
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The Second Lesson Isaiah 43:16-21 Patrick Johns
The Lord says—who makes a way in the sea 
    and a path in the mighty waters, 
     who brings out chariot and horse, 
    army and battalion; 
    they will lie down together and will not rise; 
    they will be extinguished, extinguished like a wick. 
 Don’t remember the prior things; 
    don’t ponder ancient history. 
Look! I’m doing a new thing; 
    now it sprouts up; don’t you recognize it? 
I’m making a way in the desert, 
    paths in the wilderness. 
 The beasts of the field, 
        the jackals and ostriches, will honor me, 
    because I have put water in the desert 
    and streams in the wilderness 
    to give water to my people, 
    my chosen ones, 
     this people whom I formed for myself, 
        who will recount my praise.  From the Common English Bible

For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,
Thanks be to God

Meditation  JD Granade

THE OFFERING OF COMMITMENT

*The Hymn of Children are a Gift from Heaven  HARLAN 
       Commitment 685

Children are a gift from heaven, each soul trusting and unique—
 God’s example of faith’s journey for all people who will seek. 

Refrain:
Children are a priceless treasure, sent from heaven like a dove;

Poetry yet to be written, they bring laughter, joy, and love! 
Children help us to discover how our lives should be each day; 

Joy unbounded grace, forgiveness are the lights that mark the way. [Refrain]



They surprise us as we listen to each question, thought, and plea: 
Unexpected pleasures find us through their innocence and glee. [Refrain]
Children need our care and guidance, teaching with each word and deed; 

for they watch our actions closely, learning how to serve and lead. [Refrain]

*The Benediction  Cal Northenor

*The Congregational Response 512      “We Go in Peace” Keith Christopher
 We go in peace, we go in love,
 We go in grace and mercy from the Lord above
 To tell the world this very thing:
 That Jesus Christ is Lord and King!

Postlude   “Postlude”   Edward Broughton 
Anne Armstrong, organ

Altarscape

During a recent Worship Arts rotation Audrey Dickison led the children in “Up-cycled Art,” 
where we explored how old things can be made new by turning trash into sculptures. On the 
altar this morning is an upcycled art garden created by Audrey Dickison, Billy Dickison, Sid 
Dickison, Andrew Fuller, Cindy Fuller, Emery Fuller, JD Granade, Logan Hall, Gideon Hall, 
Reece Huston, Rowan Huston, John Thomas Long, Ford Myrick, and Lorelai Wall.

Greeters/Ushers:

Tripp Barnes, Harper Brown, Billy Dickison, Mac Dickison, Jameson Graham, Hasley Myrick, 

A/V assistant:

Parker Johns
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 HOLY WEEK 2022: JOIN US FOR WORSHIP AND REFLECTION

Palm Sunday, April 10, 11:00 am
Worship with Palm Processional.

Followed by children’s Easter Egg Hunt in High Street Park with First Baptist Church!

*No Wednesday Night Activities on Wednesday April 13

Maundy Thursday, April 14, 6:30 pm
Meal and Service

We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall to share a family-style meal together while having a  
communion service. 

Good Friday, April 15, 10:00 am–7:00 pm
Prayer Stations and Reflection

The sanctuary will open at 10:00 am.
Music and Scripture reflection will be offered from 5:30–7:00 pm

Easter Sunday, April 17, 11:00 am
Worship

Come for Sunday school at 9:45, then join us as we celebrate the resurrection together in 
the sanctuary!

Please read church emails and check our website for more details. 



 OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

Sunday, April 3
Children’s Sunday
9:45 am  Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
12:15 pm FBCX+ Lunch and Show
Wednesday, April 6
9:30am  Language Ministry
3:00 pm  Open Time in youth room
 and children’s center
4:45 pm  Children Worship Arts
 Workshops
5:30 pm  Youth Choir
5:30 pm  Family Dinner
6:00 pm  Children’s Choir
6:15 pm  Youth “Unplugged”
6:30 pm  Language Ministry
6:30 pm  Choir Practice
6:30 pm  Lenten Vespers
6:45 pm  Flex time for children
Sunday, April 10
Palm Sunday
9:45 am  Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
12:30 pm Easter Egg Hunt
 in High St. Park
Deacons of the Week
March 31 Fred Bongiovanni
April 7 Julie Long
Birthdays
April 4 Shereé Keith
April 4 Jonathan Lease
April 4 Sarah McCommon
April 6 Richard Chambers
April 6 Rick Wilson
April 7 Thomas Bullington 
April 10 Elizabeth Hannah

Condolences
We grieve with the family of Connie Horne 
in her death on March 22, 2022.
We grieve with the Kim and Robyn Candler 
and Tara Moscardelli in the death of Carolyn 
Bingham on March 30. 
We grieve with Barbara Newton and her 
family in the death of her father, Hank Berry, 
on March 30. 
Save the Date
Thursday, April 14 Maundy Thursday
 Meal and Worship
Friday, April 15 Sanctuary open 
 throughout the day for 
 Good Friday meditation, art 
 and music that night
Sunday, April 17 Easter Sunday Worship
April 29–May 1 Men’s Retreat

Wednesday Night Supper Menu
Note: Price per plate has increased to $8.
April 6: Savory beef/turkey hamburger 
steaks, steamed mixed veggies, golden rice, 
brown-n-serve rolls, and iced chocolate sheet 
cake or vanilla ice cream cups
April 14 (Maundy Thursday):  
Mediterranean inspired family style meal

The Record Speaks:
Date:  2/28/2022
Budget to Date: $109,422
Contributions: $64,080
Expenses: $116,508
Missions: $6,408
 ($58,836)
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Shared Relief Project with Mercer  
University and Baptists in Republic of 
Georgia 
Craig McMahan and Mercer University are 
partnering with Republic of Georgia Baptist 
leader and friend of the church Bishop 
Malkhaz Songulashvili to provide direct aid to 
refugees from Ukraine 
coming into the  
Republic of Georgia 
during this dreadful war. 
Malkhaz has partnered 
with Craig in various 
Mercer on Mission  
efforts, and has spent 
time with us here in Macon. He is  
coordinating refugee efforts from Georgia and 
will oversee this relief effort.

To support this effort, you may write a check 
to the church and designate it for “Ukrainian 
Relief.” You may also donate using the QR code 
above or online through the church’s platform, 
by selecting “Ukrainian Relief ” on the  
drop-down menu.

These donations are collected through FBCX 
and sent as funds become available. Thanks to 
your generosity, we have been able to send aid 
totaling over $7,500.

Wednesday Night Lenten  
Vespers in the Park at 6:30 pm
On most Wednesday nights through the 
Lenten season we will gather in High St. 
Park across the street from the church for 
this time of midweek sunset prayer. Seating 
is available in the amphitheater, but you are 
welcome to bring a lawn chair. In case of 
weather we will move to the fellowship hall. 
This service will not be live-streamed.

Men’s Retreat, April 29–May 1
Cloudland Canyon State Park
Men’s Retreat returns! After a two-year  
hiatus, we will once 
again gather for a 
weekend of  
communing with each 
other and with  
creation. We will 
return to Cloudland 
Canyon State Park, 
staying in the group lodge. All ages and 
comfort levels in the outdoors welcome 
and valued. Cost is $50. Sign up on the 
FBCX website. or scan the QR code above. 
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Easter Lilies  
As with so many things right now, we are 
unable to acquire our usual number of lilies 
for Easter this year. The price has gone up 
and they will be $14.00. Please sign up on 
the FBCX website and follow the link to 
pay for the lilies or let the church office 
know that you would to purchase one and 
put your check in the mail or in the  
offering plate marked lily. Once we have 
sold the ones we have ordered, we will not 
be ordering any more. 

Easter Eggs Needed 
Please drop off filled Easter Eggs for our 
annual Palm Sunday egg hunt! If you 
would like to have some to fill, please find 
them in the education or office lobbies 
or contact JD (jd@fbcxmacon.org). You 
can fill them with small candies, stickers, 
erasers, etc.  Please stay mindful of allergies 
and other dietary restrictions if possible. If 
you’re unable to bring filled eggs, you can 
also donate a bag of individually wrapped 
candy. 

Women’s Book Club 
May 1, 2022 at 6:00 pm at the home of  
Sharon Bailey, 538 Byars Dr. We have 
selected “The Woman’s Hour” by Elaine 
Weiss. Reviews describe the book as  
inspirational, intriguing, a page turner 
and ripe for book club discussion. Anita 
Gustafson and Shereé Keith have agreed 
to co-lead the discussion. These two ladies 
have unique knowledge and experiences 
with the book and the subject. We are in 
for a treat!

CHILDREN’S NEWS

Family Lent Devotion
Any families with children (or anyone who 
wishes to embrace a childlike faith) are  
welcome to grab a copy of “God is Still with 
Us” from the education lobby (or download it 
from the weekly Highlites). This weekly 
 resource includes reflections, discussion,  
activities, and coloring pages for each week of 
Lent. 

YOUTH NEWS:

Youth & Families Forum 
Today 5:00-7:00pm
Youth and their families are asked to attend 
this forum at FBCX. We will talk about  
fundraisers, the summer schedule and our 
hopes and plans for the youth ministry.  
Students will stay for a portion of the  
conversation and then hang out in the youth 
room while adults continue to meet. Youth 
ministry is always changing, but even more so 
through the pandemic. 

We hope you will make this gathering a 
priority, because this ministry depends on 
your support. We want to hear from  
everyone as we continue to strive for an  
inclusive, sustainable, and strong youth  
community.

Save the Date
May 15: Graduate Recognition Sunday
June 4: Macon Bacon Game
June 5-10: Appalachian Mission Immersion
July 18-23: Passport Camp
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NOTES AND DOODLES
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Now. Here. This.
 By Andrea Meyer Stinson
 chair, Childrens’ Committee

Children’s Sunday is always one of my 
favorite worship services of the year. I 
love watching our children step up to the 
front of the church and share their views 
and beliefs. Children have a profound way 
of presenting the world full of hope and 
overflowing with God’s love. In honor of 
Children’s Sunday, I ask that we all take 
a moment to explore how we can ensure 
that all children in our community grow 
up with a sense of belonging, safety, and 
connection. 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, 
which is a time to recognize the  
importance of working together to 
strengthen families and communities while 
preventing child abuse and neglect.  
Everyone can play a role in this important 
cause by building awareness, becoming 
educated, and taking steps in the larger 
community to stop childhood adversity. 
Researchers that study childhood  
adversity have consistently found that 3 out 
of 5 adults (about 60%) report experiencing 
at least one adverse childhood experience 
in their youth. In Georgia approximately 
21% report one adversity, 20% report 2-3 
adversities, and 17% report 4 or more. In 
Bibb County, about 33% of all children live 
in poverty, which is a form of toxic stress 
that is often associated with other  
childhood challenges.

Families need to feel supported and safe in 
their communities to be able to raise  
resilient children and lower the risk of 
experiencing childhood adversity. We can’t 
expect individual children to become  
resilient on their own. That is not a  
reasonable expectation. We also cannot 
expect parents and caregivers to help build 
resilience in their children if they are  
surrounded by toxic stress and lack support 
for their own resilience.

Trauma and family adversity can occur in 
all families, however for families that live 
in communities with challenges such as 
violence and poverty, it can be extremely 
difficult to build resilience. Creating a  
community environment for families that is 
safe, nurturing, and caring can happen. We 
can provide families with resources, such 
as parenting support, safe and affordable 
housing, good schools, access to healthy 
foods, and adequate mental and physical 
healthcare. When children grow up in the 
same environment as their parents with 
the same community challenges, it is hard 
to prevent those children from having the 
same adverse and toxic experiences.

Adversity is only one aspect of a child’s 
experience.  Providing positive experiences 
is essential and can help foster health and 
well-being later in life. Positive experiences 
can include nurturing relationships, living, 
developing, learning, and playing in safe 
and stable environments, having  
opportunities for social interactions and 
connectedness, and learning how to 
manage emotions. A few examples of this 
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include sharing family meals, spending time 
together, and caregivers participating in  
children’s activities.  This can extend to the 
larger community. There is substantial  
evidence that shows just having one caring 
adult makes a significant difference in a child 
life.

For two years I have been working with Jill 
Vanderhoek on the Resilient Middle  
Georgia initiative. Resilient Middle Georgia is 
a trauma-informed, community-building  
organization which seeks to empower the 
cities and counties in Middle Georgia to face 
our challenges with empathy and bravery, 
and in turn, to enact long-term change and 
build resilience in our families and larger 
community. Currently we have over 80  
coalition members and have recently been 
funded to continue this work for an  
additional two years.

One of the primary reasons I joined FBCX is 
because it provides a strong sense of  
belonging and love for my children and 
family. When times get difficult, I can find 
support. However not all families in our 
community have these types of support and 
resources to depend upon when in need. I 
challenge FBCX members to apply our vision 
(Nurture, Love, Serve, ALL) to those  
families beyond our church walls that are 
most in need in order to help prevent  
childhood adversity and support resilience!

Today I invite all members of FBCX to join 
Resilient Middle Georgia, as well as the 
Georgia Center for Child Advocacy (GCCA), 
in protecting our children. When I say “our 
children”, this includes both the children and 

families in our church as well as the children 
and families in the wider community who 
may be vulnerable or at risk. Resilient  
Middle Georgia and GCCA are offering 
multiple opportunities in April to engage 
and take part in this important discussion. 
For more information about ways to build 
a more resilient community during Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, visit the Resilient 
Middle Georgia website at www.resilientmid-
dlegeorgia.org or join our Facebook group @
resilientmiddlega.
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Signs of the Season
The paraments on the pulpit and communion table along with the ministers’ stoles are visual 

reminders of the current season of the church year. The season of Lent lasts forty days,  
beginning with Ash Wednesday and ending with Easter Sunday. It is traditionally a time of 
fasting, penitence, and prayer. The color purple, symbolizing repentance, marks the season. 

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Bob Milam, on the  

occasion of his and Sonya’s 29th wedding anniversary on this day by Sonya and their sons.

 


