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Welcome to worship with the First Baptist Church of Christ
Whatever road has brought you here and wherever you should go once we depart, know that 
you are welcome in this space fully and completely, and that the image of God we all bear 
together this hour is more complete because you are here as a part of it.
Things to Know
Masks are now optional on the church campus. We understand there are those within the 
congregation who will need or want to continue to wear masks, and we will continue to keep 
masks around the church for those who may want to use them. 
Restrooms can be found through the double doors on the side near the elevator, one flight of 
stairs up or one flight down.
For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-Kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.
For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on 
the back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance.  If you have special 
hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to bring you a hearing assistance device from the 
sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back there and get one. An accessible restroom is 
located up one floor across from the office. If you, or someone with you, requires special assis-
tance for any reason, please find a minister or an usher.



THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour   Anne Armstrong
 Lorelai Wall, acolyte

The Prelude  "Intrada"  Stanley Van
Anne Armstrong, organ

The Call to Worship "Alleluia" from  Exulate, jubilate W.A. Mozart
Caroline Cooke, soprano

*The Hymn of Praise 307 All Creatures of Our God and King LASST UNS ERFREUN

All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing
Alleluia, alleluia!

Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam,
Refrain:

O praise Him, O praise Him, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Thou rushing wind that art so strong, ye clouds that sail in heaven along,

O praise Him, alleluia!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, ye lights of evening, find a voice, [Refrain]

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia, alleluia!

Thou fire so masterful and bright, that givest us both warmth and light, [Refrain]
All ye who are of tender heart, forgiving others, take your part,

O sing ye, alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, praise God and on Him cast your care, [Refrain]

Let all things their Creator bless, and worship Him in humbleness,
O praise Him, alleluia!

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, Three in One, [Refrain]

*The Invocation  JD Granade

*The Gloria Patri 705  GLORIA PATRI

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end. Amen, amen.
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The Welcome and Recognition of Graduates  Kelsey Stillwell

A list of graduates can be found on page 8.

“Let the Children Come”  Ken Medema

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will meet  
with the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come.” Parents, please come pick  

up your children immediately after worship. The W.O.W. shepherds this week are  
Ben and Rachel Huston.

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory 368  We Praise You with Our Minds, O Lord CLONMEL

We praise you with our minds, O Lord, kept sharp to think Your thought;
Come Holy Ghost with grace out-poured, to teach what Christ has taught.

In all our learning may we seek that wisdom from above
Which comes to all; the brave, the meek, who ask in faith and love. 

We praise You through our bodies, Lord, kept strong to do Your will;
Your Spirit's temples, which afford a means to praise You still. 

We give ourselves a sacrifice, to live our lives for You; 
For You alone have paid the price to bring salvation true. 

We praise you in our hearts, O King, kept pure to know Your ways; 
And raise to You a hymn to sing eternally Your praise. 
Although adoring hearts will bowl as age on ages roll; 

We praise You in our beings now, mind, body, heart and soul. 

*The Offertory Prayer  Marina Spears
  Deacon of the Week

The Offertory Anthem  Ken Medema 

*The Offertory Response 341 “For the Beauty of the Earth” DIX

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies:

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.
Text:  Folliott S. Pierpoint
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THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson John 13:31-35 Kathy Myers

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I 
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”

Reflection  Zoie Thompson

Musical Response  Ken Medema

Reflection  Kathryn Scoggins

Musical Response  Ken Medema

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  Scott Dickison
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  

and ever, Amen.

The Second Lesson Revelation 21:1-6 Luke McBrayer

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them and be their God; 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.”



And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water as 
a gift from the spring of the water of life.

Reflection  Phoebe Capps 

Musical Response  Ken Medema

THE OFFERING OF COMMITMENT

*The Hymn of Commitment 272 They'll Know We Are Christians ST. BRENDAN'S 

We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.
We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.

Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 
We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand. 
We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand. 

And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land. 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.

Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 
We will work with each other; we will work side by side.
We will work with each other; we will work side by side.

And we will guard each one's dignity and save each one's pride.
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.

Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 
All praise to the Father, from whom all things come.

And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son.
And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one. 

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

*The Benediction  Scott Dickison
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*The Congregational Response   “May the Road Rise to Meet You”     Lee Turner

 May the road rise to meet you
 May the wind blow at your back
 May the sun shine warmly on your face
 May the rain fall soft upon your field
 And until we meet again, (until we meet again)
 May God hold you in the palm of his hand.  Amen

Postlude   "Joy"   Garrett Parker  
 Anne Armstrong, organ
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Graduates

Zoie Thompson is the daughter of Doug 
and Kerri Thompson. She is graduating from 
Howard High School. She will be attending 
Mercer University this fall and majoring in 
psychology

Sara Binet is graduating from Mercer  
University with a B.S.E. in  
Environmental Engineering and minors in 
Chemistry, Engineering for Development, 
and French. She will be interning at Vestavia 
Hills Baptist Church this summer.

Phoebe Capps is graduating from Mercer 
University with a B.S.E. in Environmental 
Engineering. She will be moving to the DC 
Metro area to work for a year before  
attending graduate school.

Jolie Clark is graduating from Middle 
Georgia State University with a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing.

Caroline Cooke is graduating from Mercer 
University with her Bachelor’s Degree in  
Vocal Performance. In the fall she will attend 
the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, 
New York to get her Master's in Vocal  
Performance and Literature.

Karl Gustafson is graduating from Wake 
Forest University with a B.A. in  
Environmental Science and a minor in  
History. He will be attending graduate school 
at the University of Helsinki studying Global 
Sustainability.

Luke McBrayer is graduating from Mercer 
University with a B.S.E. in Environmental 
Engineering with a minor in Chemistry and 
Engineering for Development. He will start 
working as an engineer this summer here in 
Macon.

Douglas Barnes III graduated from the  
University of Georgia in August with a  
Master of Business in Administration.

Carrie Ingolsby graduated from Mercer  
University with a Ph.D. in Educational  
Leadership.

Kathryn Scoggins graduated from Mercer 
University in December with a Master of 
Family Therapy.



From the time he was born in Grand  
Rapids, Michigan (1943), Ken has been 
visually impaired. His sight has been limited 
to distinguishing between light and darkness 
and seeing fuzzy outlines of large objects. “I 
spent a lot of time by myself as a kid. Because 
I lived with some degree of being an outsider 
all my life, I identify with people who have 
been disenfranchised, whether they have 
been isolated, disabled, or oppressed.”
“For me, music made all the difference. I 
started banging on the piano when I was five 
years old, making up crazy little pieces on 
my mom’s piano. When I was eight years old 
my parents got me a wonderful teacher who 
taught me the classics with Braille music and 
encouraged me to play by ear. My teacher 
helped me to develop improvisation skills. 
Every time I learned a new piece, she would 

tell me, ‘Now, you improvise in that style.’ So, 
music became a second language.”
He studied music therapy at MSU in Lansing, 
where he concentrated on performance skills 
in piano and voice. He worked as a therapist 
at the State Hospital in Fort Wayne, IN, then 
returned to Michigan State to do a master’s 
program. He worked for four years as a music 
therapist at Essex County Hospital in New 
Jersey. It was while employed there that he 
began writing his own songs.
In 1973, Ken left his work as a therapist and 
began a career as a performing and  
recording artist. In 1985, he founded Brier 
Patch Music. Brier Patch is a small  
independent recording, publishing,  
performance, and booking company with 
headquarters in Michigan. It is named after 
Br’er Rabbit’s home in the legendary Uncle 
Remus stories. “Br’er Rabbit lived in a place 
not comfortable for anyone else,” Ken says, 
“and we decided to follow him there.” 
Ken Medema and his wife, Jane, have been 
married since 1965 and live in the San  
Francisco Bay area of California, close to 
their two grown married children and four 
grandchildren. Ken has not begun to slow 
down. He is on the road about 50% of the 
year. When at home, he and Jane work 
together on commissioned projects and the 
development of material for concert  
performances. They remain active in a local 
church, and are invested in good food, good 
books, good movies, and good friends.
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Ken Medema



Donate to the FBCX Youth Lunch 
Fundraiser online

Scan the QR code and choose "Youth Spaghetti Lunch"
Thank you for your generosity and for supporting our 

youth!
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Our Life Together

Sunday, May 15
Graduate Recognition Sunday
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
12:00 pm Youth Spaghetti 
 Lunch Fundraiser

Wednesday, May 18
9:30 am  Language Ministry
3:00 pm  Open Time in youth room
 and children’s center
4:45 pm  Children Worship Arts
 Workshops
5:30 pm  Family Dinner
6:00 pm  Children’s Choir
6:15 pm  Youth “Unplugged”
6:30 pm  Language Ministry
6:30 pm  Choir Practice
6:30 pm  Adult Bible Study
6:45 pm  Flex time for children

Sunday, May 22
9:00 am Finance Committee meeting
9:45 am  Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
5:00 pm Church picnic in the park

Deacons of the Week
May 12 Marina Spears
May 19 Laura Lease

Birthdays
May 15 Gail Mann
May 16 Julie Long
 Tricia Whitby
May 19 Claudia Mitcham
 Ian Wiles
May 20 Zachary Potts

Save the Date:
June 20-24: VBS

Condolences
We grieve with the family of Mildred  
Chapman in her death on April 27. 
We grieve with Claire and Dan Davis is the 
death of Claire's father, Charlie Skinner, on 
Friday, May 6.
Wednesday Night Supper
5:30 pm
Fellowship hall
Note: New meal pricing is $8 for adults, $4 for 
children and $24 max per family. 
May 18: Sausage or bacon and cheesy grits 
hash brown tots bowl, Hawaiian rolls and 
yogurt or fresh fruit.
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FBCX Night Out with Macon Bacon
Saturday, June 4 at 7:00 pm
Luther Williams Field
Tickets are $15 and include admission, an all 
you can eat buffet, a hat, and a portion will go 
toward FBCX youth trips! Order tickets with 
the link in the Highlites and pay for tickets 
online. Deadline to get tickets is May 20th! 
Pick up tickets outside the gate before the 
game. 

Sanctuary Flowers
May 29; June 5, 12 and 26; and July 3 and 31.
FBCX Sanctuary
Would you like to honor someone or a  
special event? You can do this by  
sponsoring the sanctuary flowers on a  
Sunday. The following dates are open for the 
next three months:  To sign up, contact Mary 
Leonard, or follow the instructions in the 
Highlites. You’ll need to contact a florist, and 
Mary would be happy to give you  
recommendations. 

Vacation Bible School Volunteers Needed
June 20-24 from 9:00-12:15
We're excited to once again offer Vacation  
Bible School to the children of our church 
and community! We'll be using Compassion 
Camp from Illustrated Ministry as our theme 
as children learn from Scripture how to show  
compassion not just to others but to  
themselves. It takes a village to pull off VBS, 
so anyone who is willing to help is welcome! 
There are roles during the week as well as 
before and after, and some that don't require 
working directly with children. If you'd like 

to help or want more information, please fill 
out the form in the Highlites or contact JD. 

Please save your single serve plastic water 
and soda bottles, glass jars (no larger than 10 
ounces) and unused drinking straws for the 
craft room. You can drop them off in the box 
outside the office. 

Women’s Book Club 
Sunday, June 26 at 6:00 pm
5377 White House Plantation,
Our next meeting will be at the home of Kerri 
Thompson. We have selected The Secret of 
Magic by Deborah Johnson.  Kathy  
McCollum will facilitate our discussion. 

MISSIONS

Youth Appalachian Mission Immersion 
Trip
June 5-10
Where: FBC Middlesboro, KY
Cost: $150 We will leave after worship on 
Sunday, June 5. During the week we will 
volunteer at local non-profits, and visit the 
Lend-A-Hand center and the Coal Mining 
Museum. We will have the opportunity to eat 
with church members and learn about  
Appalachian culture and how Together for 
Hope is working with communities in per-
sistent rural poverty.

We will be housed at FBC’s lodging facility 
which includes bunk beds, showers, a gym, 
and a kitchen. The youth are signed up but we 
have space for more. If you are interested in  
joining us, contact Kelsey for more details. 
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On the Move - Together for Hope
May 15-August 15.
A virtual event through the summer to  
support Together for Hope
Walk, run, ride, or swim wherever and when-
ever you want (or paddle, hike, trail run, dog 
walk, etc.). Sign up and start logging your 
miles today. Go at your own pace! Cost: $30 
includes a t-shirt and donation to TFH  
partner of your choice.  For more  

information and to 
sign up, scan this 
QR code. 
When you sign up, 
select the “Sign-
up with a Group” 
option and enter 
“First Baptist 
Church of Christ, 
Macon”. 

After you have signed up, scan the QR code 
below to join the FBCX GroupMe to stay 
connected with other “On the Move” par-
ticipants. Text the group to arrange times 
to meet up as you get your miles in. You do 
not have to register for the race to join the 
GroupMe and meet with friends to walk.

Churchwide Day of Missions
Saturday, June 18th 

We will gather for a day of mission visioning 
and engagement. Participants will meet in 
groups to engage with our various ministry 
partners. There will be options available for 
all ages and interests including; hands-on 
work, advocacy conversations, and Global 
missions. More details and registration will 
be available soon. If you are interested in 
helping with this event, joining the planning 
team, or assisting the day of, please contact 
Kelsey. 

YOUTH

Pickleball Clinic with Paul Midkiff 
Thursday, May 26th at 6:00 pm 
Tattnall Square Park

CHILDREN

Save the Dates:
June 11: Summer Kickoff event
June 20-24: Compassion Camp VBS
July 2: Children's ministry pool party
July 30: Summer Wrap-up event
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One of my favorite bits of liturgy comes from 
the prayers for Compline, the evening prayer 
service, in the Episcopal Book of Common 
Prayer:

“Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who 
work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 
your angels charge over those who sleep. 
Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the 
weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, 
pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for 
your love's sake. Amen”

There are so many lines and phrases that 
speak to me, but perhaps what I find most 
meaningful is simply the litany of all the  
different states of being included:

Those who work, or watch or weep.

The sick, the weary, the dying, the afflicted. 
Even “the joyous” (who are to be “shielded,” 
so that their joy may not be interrupted, a 
line that I love).

A humane reminder of the varied experience 
of human life. 

So often our prayers face inward, with the 
aim being to open ourselves and all that we 
carry and are going through to God. And this 
of course can be a fine and worthy approach 
to prayer, especially if it opens us to our own 
vulnerabilities and all we work so hard to 
protect or ignore or deny.

But this inward facing approach to prayer 
can often come at the expense of an outward 
facing posture. An approach to prayer that 
opens us to the lives and needs and hopes 

and fears and joys of others.

The ultimate goal or aim of prayer—which is 
the ultimate goal or aim of faith and religion 
in general—is compassion. Compassion 
toward ourselves and compassion toward 
others. This is what Jesus and the prophets 
before him meant when they said to “love our 
neighbor as ourselves.”

Compassion literally means to “suffer with.” 
To “bear each other’s burdens,” as Paul puts it. 
It’s a commitment to a kind of mutual living 
that must begin by looking beyond our own 
and  imagining or taking note of another’s 
experience.

I think we access the depth and possibility of 
this Compline prayer—and all prayer—not 
when we “find ourselves within it,” but when 
we imagine all the people whose lives and 
circumstances are named. When we call them 
to mind and to heart as we ask God’s blessing 
upon them just before we go to sleep.

This is the kind of prayer the world needs, 
maybe especially in these days when our 
sense of community is so fractured and 
frayed. Prayer that invites us to see each other 
in all our fullness instead of the flat  
caricatures that are so ubiquitous. 

This is how God’s dream becomes our dream, 
new again each night.

SHD

NOW. HERE. THIS.
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STAFF AND LEADERSHIP

Ms. Anne Armstrong
ORGANIST

Ms. Phoebe Capps
MINISTRY INTERN

Rev. Scott Dickison
PASTOR

Mr. David Cooke
CHAIR OF CHURCH COUNCIL

Mrs. Harriet Eason 
CHAIR OF DEACONS

Rev. JD Granade
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR CHILDREN 

AND CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Ms. Tierra Johnson
CUSTODIAN

Ms. Camille Kittrell
BOOKKEEPER

Mr. Bradley Lott
FACILITIES MANAGER

Mrs. Connie Pursiful
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Dr. Stanley L. Roberts
MINISTER OF MUSIC

Dr. Eric Spears
VICE CHAIR OF DEACONS

Rev. Kelsey Stillwell
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR YOUTH 

AND MISSIONS

511 High Place Macon, GA 31201 •(478) 742-6485 • email: office@fbcxmacon.org
• www.fbcxmacon.org • Wifi: fbcx-Guest  Password is: welcome511

Signs of the Season

The paraments on the pulpit and communion table along with the ministers' stoles are visual 
reminders of the current season of the church year. The season of Easter marks the fifty days 
between Easter Sunday and Pentecost. Eastertide is traditionally a time of reflection on the 
significance of the resurrection of Christ for our life and faith. The color white symbolizes 
the hope of the resurrection. 

Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Bill Tribble.

+++ 


