
Sunday, May 29, 2022
Ascension Sunday

"The Ascension,” Frederick J. Brown, 1982



Welcome to worship with the First Baptist Church of Christ
Whatever road has brought you here and wherever you should go once we depart, know that 
you are welcome in this space fully and completely, and that the image of God we all bear 
together this hour is more complete because you are here as a part of it.
Things to Know
Masks are now optional on the church campus. We understand there are those within the 
congregation who will need or want to continue to wear masks, and we will continue to keep 
masks around the church for those who may want to use them. 
Restrooms can be found through the double doors on the side near the elevator, one flight of 
stairs up or one flight down.
Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or  
remain seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. 
Invitations to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to  
respond in word or song are noted in bold. 
For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-Kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.
For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on 
the back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance.  If you have special 
hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to bring you a hearing assistance device from the 
sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back there and get one. An accessible restroom is 
located up one floor across from the office. If you, or someone with you, requires special  
assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an usher.



THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour   Anne Armstrong
 Brenna Tarpley, acolyte

The Prelude "Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise"   arr. Mary Ellen Kerrick
 Anne Armstrong, organ

The Call to Worship  Kelsey Stillwell

God is the ruler of all, clothed in majesty, strong with compassion and grace.
The creator of the universe, expansive and mysterious.

God has gone up with a shout, with trumpets blaring and angels singing.
So we will sing our praises to the risen and ascended one; songs of gratitude and love.

It is God who rules the earth, not us.
We gather before the One in whom we live and move and have our being.

From Psalm 47

*The Hymn of Praise 219 Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise LLANFAIR

Hail the day that sees Him rise, Alleluia!
To His throne beyond the skies; Alleluia!

Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, Alleluia!
Enters now the highest heaven. Alleluia!

There for Him high triumph waits, Alleluia!
Lift your heads, eternal gates, Alleluia!

He has conquered death and sin. Alleluia!
Take the King of glory in! Alleluia!

See! the heaven its Lord receives, Alleluia!
Yet He loves the earth He leaves. Alleluia!
Though returning to His throne, Alleluia!
Still He calls the world His own. Alleluia!

See! He lifts His hands above! Alleluia!
See, He shows the prints of love! Alleluia!
Hark! His gracious lips bestow, Alleluia!
Blessings on His church below. Alleluia!
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*The Invocation  JD Granade

*The Gloria Patri 705  GLORIA PATRI

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end. Amen, amen.

The Welcome  Kelsey Stillwell

“Let the Children Come”  JD Granade

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will meet  
with the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come.” Parents, please come pick  

up your children immediately after worship. 

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory 687 Would You Bless Our Homes and Families NETTLETON

Would you bless our homes and families, source of life who calls us here;
In our world of stress and tension teach us love that conquers fear.

Help us learn to love each other with a love that constant stays:
Teach us when we face our troubles, love's expressed in many ways.

When our way is undemanding, let us use the time that's ours
To delight in simple pleasures, sharing joys in gentle hours.
When our way is anxious walking and a heavy path we plod,
Teach us trust in one another and in You, our gracious God.

From the homes in which we're nurtured, with the love that shapes us there,
Teach us God, to claim as family every one whose life we share.

And through all that life may offer, may we in Your love remain;
May the love we share in families be alive to praise Your name.

Let us reach beyond the boundaries of our daily thought and care 
'Til the family You have chosen spills its love out everywhere.

Help us learn to love each other with that constant stays;
Teach us when we face our troubles, love's expressed in many ways. 

*The Offertory Prayer  Bryan Whitfield  
  Deacon of the Week

4  |  FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST  |  5 

Offertory "Duet for Oboe and Piano” Robert Schumann
 Nestor Jaenz, oboe
 Anne Armstrong, piano

*The Offertory Response 341 “For the Beauty of the Earth” DIX

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies:

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.
Text:  Folliott S. Pierpoint

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson Ephesians 1:15-23 Sonya Milam
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers,  that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and  
revelation as you come to know him,  so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power.  God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under 
his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all.
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  Scott Dickison

Our prayers this morning will be offered in the form of “collects,” or the “collected prayers” of the 
congregation. After each collect, you will be invited to respond by the prompt, “Lord, in your 

mercy.” Your response will be, “Hear our prayer.”

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  

and ever, Amen.



The Anthem “Jesus, My All to Heaven Is Gone Howard Helvey
 The Chancel Choir
 Nestor Jaenz, oboe

Jesus, my all, to heaven is gone, I’ll never turn back no more;
He whom I fix my hopes upon, I’ll never turn back no more.

No more, no more, no more, my Lord; I’ll never turn back no more.
His path I see, and I’ll pursue, I’ll never turn back no more.

The narrow way, till Him I view. I’ll never turn back no more.
No more, no more, no more, my Lord;

I’ll never turn back no more.
John Cennick (1791)

The Second Lesson Acts 1:1-11 Scott Dickison

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach until the 
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them 
by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; or 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will  
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God

Sermon "When, Lord?” Scott Dickison
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The Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling HYFRYDOL
         of Commitment 281

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down,
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling; all Thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast!
Let us all in Thee inherit, let us find the promised rest.
Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all Thy grace receive;
Suddenly return, and never, nevermore Thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing, serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, glory in Thy perfect love.

Finish, then, Thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see Thy great salvation perfectly restored in Thee:

Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.

The Benediction   Scott Dickison

The Congregational Response   "May the Road Rise to Meet You"     Lee Turner

 May the road rise to meet you,
 May the wind blow at your back,
 May the sun shine warmly on your face,
 May the rain fall soft upon your field,
 And until we meet again, (until we meet again)
 May God hold you in the palm of his hand.  Amen.

Postlude    "Rejoice"   Colin Mawby
 Anne Armstrong, organ
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Our Life Together

Sunday, May 29
9:45 am Sunday school
11:00 am Worship
Monday, May 23
Office closed for Memorial Day
Wednesday, June 1
6:00 pm  Youth Hangout
Sunday, June 5
Youth Mission Immersion
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am Worship

Deacons of the Week
May 26 Bryan Whitfield
June 2 Doug Thompson

Birthdays
May 29 Matthew Milam
May 31 Barbara Turner
June 1 Lew Sapp
 Doug Thompson
June 2 Bruce Conn
June 4 Rita Brown
 Cindy Taylor
June 5 Deann Duke
 Stella Johansen
 Rebecca Scarbrough

Condolences
We grieve with Claire and Dan Davis is the 
death of Claire's father, Charlie Skinner, on 
Friday, May 6.
We grieve with Megan and Ben Sapp in the 
death of Megan's mother, Carol Stranburg, 
on Saturday, May 14.

A Note From Stanley
Friends, I can’t even begin to express the  
fullness of my heart and the joy that we  
experienced on Sunday. The cards, letters, 
texts, FB messages, emails, gifts, “price tag 
notes” and Love Offering…all are simply 
overwhelming and truly treasured. There are 
so many people who gave life to the  
celebration, and I know that by attempting to 
start “the name list” I will fail, but I  
particularly want to thank our celebrities 
Grandpa Jones, Porter Wagoner, Patsy Cline, 
Johnnie Cash, George Jones, Minnie Pearl, 
and Elvira. I know that there were many 
hands involved with decorations, food, and 
production—but I want to extend a special 
gratitude to Anita Gustafson, Jackie Riley, 
DeWayne Moore, Jonathan & Amy  
Alderman, Hal Collier, Anne Armstrong, and 
the Chancel Choir.  Marie and I are deeply 
grateful for your love and support these 30 
years.  The words “Thank You” are too  
limited to truly express the joy, laughter, and 
love that we experienced on Sunday.

FBCX Night Out with Macon Bacon
Saturday, June 4 at 7:00 pm
Luther Williams Field
Deadline to get tickets has passed, but you 
may call the box office. 
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Vacation Bible School Volunteers Needed
June 20-24 from 9:00-12:15
We're excited to once again offer Vacation  
Bible School to the children of our church 
and community! We'll be using Compassion 
Camp from Illustrated Ministry as our theme 
as children learn from Scripture how to  
show compassion not just to others but to  
themselves. It takes a village to pull off VBS, 
so anyone who is willing to help is welcome! 
There are roles during the week as well as 
before and after, and some that don't require 
working directly with children. If you'd like 
to help or want more information, please fill 
out the form in the Highlites or contact JD. 
Please save your single serve plastic bottles,  
and glass and plastic jars for the craft room. 
You can drop them off in the box near the 
office. 

Women’s Book Club 
Sunday, June 26 at 6:00 pm
5377 White House Plantation
Our next meeting will be at the home of Kerri 
Thompson. We have selected The Secret of 
Magic by Deborah Johnson.  Kathy  
McCollum will facilitate our discussion. 

MISSIONS

On the Move - Together for Hope
May 15-August 15
A virtual event through the summer to  
support Together for Hope.
Walk, run, ride, or swim wherever and when-

ever you want (or paddle, hike, trail run, dog 
walk, etc.). Sign up and start logging your 
miles today. Go at your own pace! Cost: $30 
includes a t-shirt and donation to  
Together for Hope partner of your choice.  
For more information and to sign up, please 
see the sign up in the Highlites. When  
you sign up, select the  “Sign-up with a 
Group” option and enter “First Baptist 
Church of Christ, Macon”. 
After you have signed up, scan this QR code   
to join the FBCX GroupMe to stay  
connected with other “On 
the Move”  
participants. Text the 
group to arrange times to 
meet up as you get your 
miles in. You do not have 
to register for the race to 
join the GroupMe and 
meet with friends to walk.

YOUTH

Wednesday Night Hang Out
Topic: Together for Hope, Appalachia
Wednesday, June 1, 6:00-8:30 pm 
FBCX youth room
We will watch a documentary about  
Appalachian culture. Snacks and drinks will 
be provided. After, we will walk a mile route 
together for “On the Move” and end with ice 
cream. Wear clothes and shoes you can walk 
in. Students who will be attending the  
mission trip are highly encouraged to come. 
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CHILDREN

Compassion Camp VBS
June 20-24, 9:00am-12:15 pm

This summer children who have completed 
PreK-5th grade are invited to Compassion 
Camp as we explore how to "Be loved, Be 
kind, Be you!"  Scan 
the QR code to register 
children and receive 
more information  
closer to the week of 
VBS. 

Kids' Summer Kickoff
June 11, 2:00-5:00 pm
Amerson River Park playground pavilion
As we look forward to a summer of  
gatheing together again, we want to celebrate 
the community that our children will  
develop. Children and their families are 
invited to Amerson River Park where we have 
booked the playground pavilion to enjoy 
popsicles and fun together!

Save the Dates:
July 2: Children's ministry pool party
July 30: Summer Wrap-up event

I was a sophomore in high school when two 
teenage boys killed 13 students at Columbine 
High School. I still remember the collective 
shock that something like that could have 
happened. 
It seemed to expose something ugly and 
deeply disturbing about us as a people, and 
yet even so I remember that much of our 
attempts to understand focused on the two 
young men themselves and what possibly 
could have been their motive.
In the time since, there have been fourteen 
mass shootings at schools in our country, 
totaling 169 victims.
These can no longer be mistaken for isolated 
events, with our focus directed at the  
assailant. This is our problem. 
The largest happened in December of 2012 
when a young man killed 20 children and 6 
adults at the Sandy Hook Elementary School. 
I remember thinking then that surely this will 
be what moves us as a people, and especially 
our politicians, to address this problem/sick-
ness/scourge in some meaningful way.
When nothing happened—not gun safety 
measures or even anything concerning  
“mental health,” which is lifted up by some 
(in my mind wrongly) as an alternative root 
issue—I began to wonder what could possibly 
move us to action? If not 20 dead  
kindergartners, then what?
I did not have children then. So this week 
is when Audrey and I joined the ranks of 
parents who feel this special vulnerability and 
this rage so acutely.
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And yet, I was also reminded this week that 
there are many entry points to being touched 
by our nation’s idolatry of violence. 
In our staff meeting this week during our 
prayer time, I asked, as I always do, who we 
must be mindful of as we gather and what 
prayers or concerns we would offer to the 
group.
Tierra Johnson, our wonderful custodian, 
shared that she was carrying a great weight 
this week. She said she didn’t know if we 
had felt it in the same way, but at least in 
the Black community in Macon, it seems 
every day they learn of another young man 
or woman lost to gun violence. Bradley Lott, 
our facilities manager, shook his head. Just a 
few weeks ago he lost one of his friends to a 
drive-by shooting.
Perhaps you are like me and have noted the 
increase in violent crime in our community 
and so many communities across the country 
over the past two years during the pandemic. 
But I will confess I have not felt close to it, or 
especially threatened by it. At least not in the 
same way as the shooting in Uvalde.
Different concerns, in a sense. And yet, I 
believe, springing from the same fount. 
So what do we do?
Wednesday night we made space to offer 
prayers of lament for the victims in Uvalde, 
as well as Buffalo and so many other  
shootings around the country of late, and our 
community here in Macon. We lifted prayers 
for us as a nation, of confession for our  
failure to address these systemic issues. We 
lifted prayers of hope that now would be the 
time for change.

I also invited further conversation about 
these things. There is good work being done 
here in Macon with violence prevention. I 
hope we will seek to be a part of it.
These are moral issues. They are matters of 
faith, and so we must move ourselves to see 
the ways they have to do with us.
And, as always, while talking is an important 
part of the process, action is the true  
currency. Faith without works is dead, the 
letter of James tells us, a truth that feels  
especially close at the moment.
Dead as a young man on Log Cabin Drive. 
Dead as a child in Uvalde at her school desk.
God give us the strength and the courage to 
truly be people of new life.

 SHD
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STAFF AND LEADERSHIP

Ms. Anne Armstrong
ORGANIST

Mr. David Cooke
CHAIR OF CHURCH COUNCIL 

Rev. Scott Dickison
PASTOR

Mrs. Harriet Eason 
CHAIR OF DEACONS

Rev. JD Granade
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
FOR CHILDREN AND 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Mr. Zack Jackson 
MINISTRY INTERN

Ms. Tierra Johnson
CUSTODIAN

Ms. Camille Kittrell
BOOKKEEPER

Mr. Bradley Lott
FACILITIES MANAGER

Mrs. Connie Pursiful
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Miss Rebecca Pursiful
MINISTRY INTERN

Dr. Stanley L. Roberts
MINISTER OF MUSIC

Dr. Eric Spears
VICE CHAIR OF DEACONS

Rev. Kelsey Stillwell
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR YOUTH 

AND MISSIONS

511 High Place Macon, GA 31201 •(478) 742-6485 • email: office@fbcxmacon.org
• www.fbcxmacon.org • Wifi: fbcx-Guest  Password is: welcome511

Signs of the Season

The paraments on the pulpit and communion table along with the ministers' stoles are visual 
reminders of the current season of the church year. The season of Easter marks the fifty days 
between Easter Sunday and Pentecost. Eastertide is traditionally a time of reflection on the 
significance of the resurrection of Christ for our life and faith. The color white symbolizes 
the hope of the resurrection. 

The American Flag

The American flag is placed in the Sanctuary on the Sundays nearest Presidents' Day, Memorial 
Day, Independence Day, and Veterans' Day as an expression of our gratitude to God for the 
freedom we enjoy as Americans.

+++ 


