
SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2022
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Love Your Fellow, by Yoram Raanan



WELCOME TO WORSHIP WITH THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

Whatever road has brought you here and wherever you should go once we depart, know that 
you are welcome in this space fully and completely, and that the image of God we all bear 
together this hour is more complete because you are here as a part of it.
Things to Know
Masks are now optional on the church campus. We understand there are those within the 
congregation who will need or want to continue to wear masks, and we will continue to keep 
masks around the church for those who may want to use them. 
Restrooms can be found through the double doors on the side near the elevator, one flight of 
stairs up or one flight down.
Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or  
remain seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. 
Invitations to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to  
respond in word or song are noted in bold. 
For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome 
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can 
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all 
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age 
3-Kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience.
For Those with Special Needs
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a 
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to 
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on 
the back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance.  If you have special 
hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to bring you a hearing assistance device from the 
sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back there and get one. An accessible restroom is 
located up one floor across from the office. If you, or someone with you, requires special  
assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an usher.
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THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour   Anne Armstrong
 Reece Huston, acolyte

The Prelude “Trumpet Tune in A Major”    Michael McCabe
Armstrong, organ

The Call to Worship  Rebecca Pursiful

With open hearts and minds, we gather to worship together.
Nurturing God, loving Christ, affirming Spirit refresh our sense of calling.

Attentive to your presence in our lives as individuals and as a community, we listen carefully.
Nurturing God, loving Christ, affirming Spirit guide us in our discernment.

Within these walls and in the world beyond them God is at work and we want to join in.
Nurturing God, loving Christ, affirming Spirit grant us the wisdom to understand your 
mission.

As a community of faith, we hear and respond to God’s call,
To nurture authentic faith and belonging, to love and serve courageously, and to affirm 
the image of God in all people. 

(Inspired by the FBCX Vision Statement)

*The Hymn of Praise 310  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  HYMN TO JOY

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away;

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays,

Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,

Singing bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee.
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,

Well-spring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ, our Brother -all who live in love are Thine;

Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.
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Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning stars began;
Love divine is reigning o’er us, bringing all within its span.

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music leads us sunward, in the triumph song of life.

*The Invocation  Kelsey Stillwell

*The Gloria Patri 705  GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end. Amen, amen.

The Welcome  JD Granade

“Let the Children Come”  JD Granade

There will be no W.O.W. through the month of July. Children 3k-Kindergarten are  
welcome to stay with their families for all of worship or spend the rest of the service in  
childcare in the nursery area. JD will walk them over at this time; please find JD at the  

end of worship if you need directions to childcare. 

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS

*The Hymn of Offertory  376 For the Fruit of All Creation AR HYD Y NOS

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
For His gifts to every nation, thanks be to God.

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God.

In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done.

In our world-wide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,
In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done.
For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us,
Most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.
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*The Offertory Prayer  Shannon Hart
  Deacon of the Week

The Offertory Anthem  “Awake, My Heart, and Render” Jane Marshall
The Chancel Choir

Awake, my heart, and render to God thy sure defender,
Thy Maker, thy preserver, a song of love and fervor.

Confirm my deeds and guide me: my day, with Thee beside me,
Beginning, middle ending, will all be upward tending.

My heart shall be Thy dwelling, with joy and gladness swelling;
Thy word my nurture, giv’n to bring me on toward heaven.

Awake, my heart, and render to God thy sure defender,
Thy Maker, thy preserver, a song of love and fervor.

 Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676)

*The Offertory Response 131  “Doxology” OLD 100TH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God, for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson Psalm 42:1-8 Rachel Green

As a deer longs for flowing streams, 
    so my soul longs for you, O God. 
My soul thirsts for God, 
    for the living God. 
When shall I come and behold 
    the face of God? 
My tears have been my food 
    day and night, 
while people say to me continually, 
   “Where is your God?”
These things I remember, 
    as I pour out my soul: 
how I went with the throng 
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    and led them in procession to the house of God, 
with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, 
    a multitude keeping festival.
Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
    and why are you disquieted within me? 
Hope in God, for I shall again praise him, my help 
     and my God.
My soul is cast down within me; 
    therefore I remember you 
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, 
   from Mount Mizar.
Deep calls to deep 
    at the thunder of your torrents; 
all your waves and your billows 
    have gone over me. 
By day the Lord commands his steadfast love, 
    and at night his song is with me, 
    a prayer to the God of my life. 
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture, 

Thanks be to God

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  Scott Dickison

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our  

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory forever and ever, Amen.

The Second Lesson Leviticus 19:15-18, 33-34 Scott Dickison
“You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to 
the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer 
among your people, and you shall not stand idly by when the blood of your neighbor is at 
stake: I am the Lord.

“You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you 
will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your 
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.
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“When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. The alien who 
resides with you shall be to you as the native-born among you; you shall love the alien as 
yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture, 

Thanks be to God

The Sermon “Love”  Scott Dickison
Second in the series: Nurture. Love. Serve. All.

THE BREAD AND CUP OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Musical Meditation   Jackie Riley, piano

THE OFFERING OF COMMITMENT

*The Hymn of Commitment 264  Where Charity and Love Prevail  RESIGNATION

Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found;
Brought here together by Christ’s love, by love we are thus bound.

With grateful joy and holy fear true charity we learn;
Let us with heart and mind and strength now love Christ in return.

Forgive we now earth other’s faults as we our faults confess;
And let us love each other well in Christian holiness.

Let strife among us be unknown, let all contention cease;
Be Christ the glory that we seek, be ours His holy peace. 

* The Benediction  Scott Dickison

*The Congregational  Go to the World!  SINE NOMINE
      Response 481 (stanza 4)

Go to the world! Go as the ones I send,
For I am with you ‘til the age shall end,
When all the hosts of glory cry “Amen.”

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude   “Jubilation”    Jason Payne  
 Anne Armstrong, organ



     OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

Sunday, July 17
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am  Worship with Communion
12:00 pm Children Leave for Passport

Monday, July 18
9:00 am  Youth leave for Passport

Tuesday,  July 19
Children and Youth at Passport

Wednesday, July 20
Children return from Passport
Youth at Passport

Thursday, July 21
Youth at Passport

Friday, July 22
Youth at Passport

Saturday, July 24
Youth return from Passport

Sunday, July 24 
9:45 am  Sunday school
11:00 am  Worship 

Deacons of the Week
July 14 Shannon Hart
July 21 Kay Shurden

Birthdays
July 17 Suzy McCullough
 Clara Spears
 Evan Thompson

Condolences:
We grieve with Richard, Jan, and Rachel 
Green on the death of Richard’s mother,  
Louise Pinkham, on June 21.

We grieve with Mary Tribble on the death of 
her brother, Michael Goslin, on June 22.

We grieve with the family of Jan Taylor on 
her death on June 26. 

Save the Date
July 30: Summer wrap up for children, youth, 
and their families
August 7: Back to School Sunday 
August 10: Wednesday Night Kick-Off
August 28: Ice Cream Social
September 16-18: Women’s Retreat 

Sanctuary Flowers
Would you like to honor someone or a  
special event? You can do this by  
sponsoring the sanctuary flowers on a  
Sunday. The following dates are open for the 
rest of 2022: July 3; August 21 and 28;  
September 11, 18, and 25; October. 2, 23 and 
30. To sign up, contact Mary Leonard, or 
follow the link in the Highlites!
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Summer Sunday School
July 24, and 31
Fellowship Hall
Join us in the during the Sunday school hour 
for our combined summer series. Each week 
we will explore a different highlight from  
our church vision statement, “The First 
Baptist Church of Christ at Macon nurtures 
authentic faith and belonging, loves and 
serves courageously, and affirms the image of 
God in all people.” Or as we often shorten it, 

“Nurture. Love. Serve. All.” 
A panel of speakers from within the  
congregation who will reflect on their  
understanding of these words from the  
content of their own life, faith, and time in 
our church. It will be a wonderful  
opportunity to get to know longtime  
members and newer members alike!  
Breakfast and coffee will be served.
An Invitation from Language Ministry to 
you:
The Language Ministry staff invites you to 
join us in informing the Macon community 
about our language school. Our flyers are 

“hot off the press” and ready for distribution.
If you so choose, pick up several flyers from 
the tables in the foyer of the education 
building, in the office entrance, and the two 
entrances to the sanctuary.
As you go about our fine city, ask for  
permission to post a flyer and/or hand out to 
individuals. Restaurants and stores are often 
eager to help.

It is with appreciation that we say a big 
THANK YOU for your participation.
 The Language Ministry Staff

YOUTH AND CHILDREN

Our children leave for Passport Kids camp 
after worship today and return on  
Wednesday, July 20. The youth will be at 
camp the same week, July 18-23. Pray for 
them and their chaperones as they learn how 
big the love of God is.

PassportKids Campers at Passport:
Abby Ingoldsby Lorelai Wall
Maddie Meyer Reece Huston
Sam Northenor Jillian Dumas
Andrew Fuller Ramelo Duran
Parker Johns Robyn Candler
Brenna Tarpley Olivia Brock
Pippa Kirby Marianne Kell
Chaperones:
JD Granade Brett Northenor
LeAnn Johns Rebecca Pursiful

Passport Youth Campers:
Merrill Long Eleanor Kell
Maddie Cooke Leanne Summerlin 
Stella Johansen Annabel Ingoldsby
Teddrick Carter Hiro Jones
Chaperones: 
Kelsey Stillwell  Jody Long
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NOW. HERE. THIS. 

Credits: NASA, ESA, CSA, and STScI

This past Sunday we began a worship  
series focusing on the four words we lift up 
from our church vision statement that have 
become something of our mantra or motto: 
Nurture. Love. Serve. All.
In a combined Sunday School class down 
in the Fellowship Hall we enjoyed breakfast 
together and heard testimonies from three 
members, Gloria Bass, Jennifer Graham, and 
DeWayne Moore, reflecting on the word 

“nurture” and  
how they have 
experienced it 
in church. It was 
moving and  
challenging. 
We continued this 
theme in worship, 
hearing from Jesus 
in chapter four 
of Mark’s gospel 
where he compares 
the Kingdom of 
God to seed  
being planted and 
growing into plants 
that produce fruit.
We talked about 
how a nurturing 
approach to faith 
and community is 
woven throughout 
the Bible,  

beginning all the way back at the  
beginning—in the creation story in Genesis 
when God creates humanity from the soil of 
the earth and places them in the garden with 
the charge to till and to keep it. To help it 
grow and flourish and produce. This was our 
first calling as human beings: to be  
gardeners, nurturers of creation.
This approach to faith and community  
is rooted, so to speak, in creation, in the 
natural processes of growth and maturity. 
No where in the natural world do things 
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reach their full potential in an instant. This is 
not how God works. There is always growth, 
there is always a process.
But this kind of growth also doesn’t just  
happen. As our sower learns, support is 
needed. Nutrients in the soil. Enough  
sunlight, enough water. Space to grow and 
thrive. Otherwise life isn’t possible.
Growth doesn’t happen all at once, and it 
doesn’t happen all on its own. Life always and 
only happens with others.
This past week we saw yet another example 
of just how deeply this rhythm of growth is 
woven into the universe with the release of 
the first images from NASA’s James Webb 
Space Telescope.
The images are truly breathtaking, and take 
us—in vivid color—closer to the dawn of 
creation than we’ve ever been. 
One image in particular, known as Webb’s 
First Deep Field, has been widely shared, and 
is the sharpest infrared image of a distant 
universe to date. But I was taken by another 
image showing a group of galaxies known as 
Stephan’s Quintet.
It shows 5 galaxies, 4 of which interact—that 
are, in the words of NASA, “colliding” with 
each other, and “pulling and stretching each 
other in a gravitational dance.”
You read that right. We have an image of 
galaxies pulling and stretching and dancing 
with each other.
Church, this is the rhythm of life. A rhythm 
of interaction and connection and even 
dance. 

It is a rhythm woven into the literal fabric of 
creation since the beginning, and a rhythm 
that we cannot help but live into, sometimes 
colliding and other times, beautifully, humbly, 
mysteriously, dancing. 
Let’s be a people who dance.

 SHD
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Mr. Zack Jackson 
MINISTRY INTERN

Ms. Tierra Johnson
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AND MISSIONS

511 High Place Macon, GA 31201 •(478) 742-6485 • email: office@fbcxmacon.org
• www.fbcxmacon.org • Wifi: fbcx-Guest  Password is: welcome511

SIGNS OF THE SEASON

The paraments on the pulpit and communion table are visual reminders of the current  
season of the church year. Ordinary Time begins after Pentecost and ends with Advent. 
During this season, we celebrate the “ordinary events” of our Christian lives. The liturgical 
color for this season is green, symbolizing life, freshness, and hope. 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY

The flowers are given in loving memory on the birthdays of Betty Ann Wilson, July 17,  
Virginia Lloyd, July 19, and Christine Parks, July 21 by Rick Wilson and Lucy Parks Wilson
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