
Sunday, January 15, 2023
Baptism of Christ

Ivanka Demchuk (Ukrainian, 1990–), Baptism of Christ, 2015.  
Mixed media on canvas and wood, 30 × 40 cm. 



Welcome to worship with the First Baptist Church of Christ.  
Whatever road has brought you here and wherever you should go once we depart, know that  
you are welcome in this space fully and completely, and that the image of God we all bear  
together this hour is more complete because you are here as a part of it. 

Things to Know 
Restrooms can be found through the double doors on the side near the elevator, one flight of 
stairs up or one flight down. 
Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or remain 
seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. Invitations 
to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to respond in word or 
song are noted in bold.  

For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome  
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can  
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all  
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age  
3-Kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience. 

For Those with Special Needs 
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a  
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to  
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on  
the back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance. If you have special 
hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to bring you a hearing assistance device from the 
sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back there and get one. An accessible restroom is 
located up one floor across from the office. If you, or someone with you, requires special  
assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an usher.



THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour 		  Hunter Godsey
	 Andrew Fuller, acolyte

The Prelude 	 “Plein Jeu à la Couperin"	 Gordon Young
Hunter Godsey, organ 

The Call to Worship		  Rebecca Pursiful	
Beginning here we glimpse the Three-in-one; the river runs, the clouds are torn apart,

The Father speaks, the Spirit and the Son reveal to us the single loving heart
That beats behind the being of all things and calls and keeps and kindles us to light.

The dove descends, the spirit soars and sings ‘You are belovèd, you are my delight!’
In that quick light and life, as water spills and streams around the One like quickening rain,

The voice that made the universe reveals the God-in-us who makes it new again.
God calls us too, to step into that river

To die and rise and live and love forever.
Adapted from “The Baptism of Christ,” by Malcolm Guite

*The Hymn of Praise 33 	 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 	 CWM RHONDDA

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; hold me with Thy powerful hand;

Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,
Feed me till I want no more, feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through;

Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
be Thou still my strength and shield, be Thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside:
Bear me through the swelling current, land me safe on Canaan's side;

Songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to Thee, I will ever give to Thee.

*The Invocation 		  Kelsey Stillwell



*The Gloria Patri 705 		  GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without end. Amen, amen. 

The Welcome 		  Kelsey Stillwell

“Let the Children Come” 		  Rebecca Pursiful

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will meet with 
the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come.” Pick up your children there  

after worship. The W.O.W. leader this week is Rebecca Pursiful and the shepherds this week are 
Doug and Danielle Barnes.  

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS 

*The Hymn of Offertory 450 	 With Water Freely Flowing 	 MERLE’S TUNE

With water freely flowing we celebrate new birth, 
 In sacred sign expressing God's love for all on earth.
The Well of Living Water springs up for us this day;

Engulfed by love's acceptance, our fears are washed away.
The Spirit, swiftly soaring, descending as a dove,

Conveys the startling Presence on whose vow is love.
The Breath of God within us enlivens and sustains,
Beyond this rite of passage with us always remains.

 By water freely and the Spirit baptized in Christ, we rise
To walk new paths unfolding before our opened eyes. 

We journey from this moment, faith's pilgrimage embrace.
By Spirit and by water we feel and sense God's grace. 

	
*The Offertory Prayer 		  Tricia Whitby
		  Deacon of the week

The Offertory 	 “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” 	 arr. Robert Powell
Hunter Godsey, organ



*The Offertory Response 1 	 Holy, Holy, Holy 	     NICAEA
	 (stanza 4)

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea;

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD 

Mission Moment 		  Julie Long

The First Lesson 	 Isaiah 42:1-9	 Fay Boie
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he 
will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed 
until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out 
the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those 
who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the 
hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to 
open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison 
those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor 
my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,
Thanks be to God. 

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 		  Scott Dickison
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy  
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And  

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead  
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 
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The Anthem 	 By the Gentle Waters 	 Cindy Berry
The Chancel Choir

By the gentle waters, You will safely lead me,
In green pastures feed me, knowing what is best.

Though I often stray, wander far away,
I can hear You say, “Come to me and rest.”

Though the path be rough and rugged,
Though the trail be dark and steep,

Still the gentle Shepherd watches o’er His sheep.
There’s no need to fear when the Shepherd’s near.

When your voice I hear, I find comfort sure.
Free from all alarm, sheltered from all harm,

Safely in Your arms, I can rest secure.
With the flock abiding, all my needs supplying,

Comforting and guiding, leading all the way.
Jesus, loving Shepherd, You’ll forsake me never.

In Your flock forever, I am not alone.
Though the darkness hide me, You are close beside me.

Gentle Shepherd, guide me ‘til I’m safely home.

The Second Lesson 	 Matthew 3:13-17	 Scott Dickison

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 
up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This 
is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
For the Good News of God,

Thanks be to God.
The Sermon	 The Former Things Have Passed Away	 Scott Dickson
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OFFERING OF COMMITMENT 

*The Hymn of 	 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 	 NETTLETON
	 Commitment 295

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise:

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of Thy redeeming love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by Thy help I’m come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home:

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee:

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above.

*The Benediction 		  Scott Dickison

*The Congregational Response 512 “We Go in Peace” 	 Keith Christopher

We go in peace, we go in love,
We go with grace and mercy from the Lord above

To tell the world this very thing:
That Jesus Christ is Lord and King!

Postlude	 "Toccatta on 'Ein Feste Burg'"	  arr. Hunter Godsey
Hunter Godsey, organ
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       OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Sunday, January 15
9:30 am 	 Sunday School
11:00 am 	 Worship
12:15 pm	 Youth committee

Monday, January 16
Office closed for MLK Day	

Wednesday, January 18

9:30 am	 Language Ministry
5:30 pm 	 Youth Choir
5:30 pm 	 Family Dinner
6:00 pm 	 Young Musicians and 
	 Music Makers
6:15 pm 	 Youth “Unplugged”
6:30 pm 	 Language Ministry
	 Choir Practice
	 Adult Bible study
6:45 pm 	 Kids on Mission

Sunday, January 22
9:00 am	 Deacon breakfast
9:00 am	 Finance committee
9:30 am 	 Sunday School
11:00 am 	 Deacon Installation
12:15 pm 	 Making disciples

Deacon of the Week 
January 19	 Eric Spears
January 26	 David Cooke

Birthdays
January 15	 Merle Mendheim
	 Agnes Donaldson
	 Gladys Keith
	 Joe Saturna
	 Ford Myrick

January 16 	 Peg McCann
	 John Pattillo
January 18	 Jessica Northenor
January 22	 Ruth Bentz

Condolences
We grieve with Al and Sharon Bailey on the 
death of Al's mother, Lou Bailey, on  
December 24.

Save the Date:
January 29: Church Council

Wednesday Night Supper 
This week's menu is Zaxby's. Please use this 
QR code to make reservations this afternoon 
for Wednesday night, January 18.

Join us for Wednesday Bible Study. This 
small group, discussion-based time is a  
wonderful midweek respite.
January 18: The Poetry of Epiphany
January 25: Evening Prayer
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Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
March
Monday, January 16 at 11:00am
Macon-Bibb County will host its annual 
memorial march on Monday. The march 
starts from four different locations and 
ends in front of City Hall. We will meet 
at the Booker T. Washington Community 
Center to walk together. 
Book Club
January 22, 6:00 pm
116 Waterford Place
We will discuss SAVING US: A Climate 
Scientist’s Case for Hope and Healing in 
a Divided World by Katharine Hayhoe. 
This is a multilayered look at science, 
faith, and human psychology, from an 
icon in her field. According to the New 
York Times, United Nations Champion of 
the Earth, climate scientist, and  
evangelical Christian Katharine Hayhoe 
changes the debate on how we can  
save our future in this nationally  
bestselling “optimistic view on why  
collective action is still possible—and 
how it can be realized”.  

THE FRIDGE DOOR

Thanks to all of our Read United  
volunteers that read with children in the 
elementary schools each week: Sharon  
Bailey, Drew Brown, Sandé Day, Rodney 
Goff, Mary Leonard, Julie Long, Ruth 
Rowell, Kelsey Stillwell, and Paula Strozier.

A place to 
 display the small 
moments that 
make up the 
larger story of the 
church 
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CHILDREN'S NEWS 

Wednesday Night Activities 
5:30 Dinner 
6:00 pm Children’s Choir
6:45 pm Kids on Mission 

Making Disciples
Our next meeting for 3rd-5th graders and 
their mentors will be Sunday, January 22, 
from 12:15-1:45 in the Fellowship Hall.  
Lunch will be provided.  Class participants 
will participate in a prayer of blessing over 
them at the end of the worship service on 
that same day.

Save the date: 
VBS: June 12-16
PassportKids: July 16-19

YOUTH NEWS

Wednesday Night Activities
5:30 Dinner and Youth Choir*

*Youth come down to the Fellowship Hall to 
eat after choir. After everyone is done, we 
walk up to the youth room together. 
6:30-7:30 Youth Unplugged
Wednesday Night Chaperone Sign up
Additional adults are needed during "Youth 
Unplugged" on Wednesday nights. Please 
sign up for a week that you are available 
using the link in the newsletter.
Save the Date:
Youth Super Bowl Party: February 12       
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NOTES AND DOODLES



Anne Armstrong 
ORGANIST 

Kirstine Buchanan 
JOHNSON MUSIC FELLOW  

David Cooke 
CHAIR OF CHURCH 

COUNCIL 

Rev. Scott Dickison 
PASTOR 

Allie Ford 
MINISTRY INTERN  

Tierra Johnson 
CUSTODIAN 

Connie Pursiful 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Rebecca Pursiful 
MINISTRY INTERN  

Dr. Stanley L. Roberts 
MINISTER OF MUSIC

Eric Spears 
CHAIR OF DEACONS   

Rev. Kelsey Stillwell 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR 
YOUTH AND MISSIONS 

Tricia Whitby
VICE CHAIR OF DEACONS

Signs of the Season

The paraments on the pulpit and Communion table are visual reminders of the current season of 
the church year. Winter Ordinary Time begins after Epiphany and ends with the Tuesday before 

Ash Wednesday. During this season, we celebrate the “ordinary” events of our Christian lives. 
The liturgical color for this season is green, symbolizing life, freshness, and hope.

511 High Place Macon, GA 31201 • office: (478) 742-6485 • fax: (478) 742-2112
• www.fbcxmacon.org • Wifi: fbcx-Guest  Password is: welcome511

Staff and Leadership


