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Welcome to worship with the First Baptist Church of Christ.  
Whatever road has brought you here and wherever you should go once we depart, know that  
you are welcome in this space fully and completely, and that the image of God we all bear  
together this hour is more complete because you are here as a part of it. 

Things to Know 
Restrooms can be found through the double doors on the side near the elevator, one flight of 
stairs up or one flight down. 
Participate in the service as much or as little as you like. Stand when others stand, or remain 
seated. Sing when others sing, or enjoy the way this old sanctuary fills with sound. Invitations 
to stand as you are able are marked with an asterisk (*). Invitations to respond in word or 
song are noted in bold.  

For Those With Children 
Thank you for bringing a child to worship! Take a deep breath and know they are welcome  
here. Parents with infants are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary, or ushers can  
direct you down the back stairs to a comfortable room with sound from the sanctuary so all  
can still hear the service. A nursery is provided for children younger than 3. Preschoolers (age  
3-Kindergarten) are invited to leave after “Let the Children Come” for our W.O.W. (Working 
on Worship) experience. 

For Those with Special Needs 
Thank you for joining us for worship! We love our historic buildings, but know they can be a  
challenge for those with mobility needs. Know that we are committed to doing all we can to  
make this space welcoming to everyone. Reserved seating for those in wheel chairs and those 
sitting with them is found near the elevator, and is marked with signs on the walls and on  
the back of the pews. Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher for assistance. If you have special 
hearing needs, please ask one of the ushers to bring you a hearing assistance device from the 
sound booth in the back, or feel free to go back there and get one. An accessible restroom is 
located up one floor across from the office. If you, or someone with you, requires special  
assistance for any reason, please find a minister or an usher.



THE OFFERING OF PRAISE

The Sounding of the Hour 		  Anne Armstrong
	 Andrew Fuller, acolyte

The Prelude 	 "Prelude"	 Norman Warren
Anne Armstrong, organ

The Call to Worship		  Rebecca Pursiful

It hides in every corner, it crosses every boundary;
Your life, O God, ignores limits.

 We know it in the safe ones we love and enjoy; but, if we look, it appears in those who are 
different, challenging, frightening, unknown, strange;

Your life, O God, ignores limits.
It’s easy to see in those who are healthy and comfortable; joyful and have access to  
wonder-inspiring experiences; but, if we look, it appears in those who seem lost to life,  
poor, sick, broken, or unable to move beyond their limited horizons;

Your life, O God, ignores limits.
 And so we celebrate your life, wherever it may be found,

and we commit ourselves to be life-seekers, discerning and acknowledging life in 
every person, every moment and every space.

*The Hymn of Praise 1 	 Holy, Holy, Holy 	 NICAEA

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.



Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth and sky and sea;

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

*The Invocation 		  Rebecca Pursiful

*The Gloria Patri 705 		  GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 

World without end. Amen, amen. 

The Welcome 		  Kelsey Stillwell

“Let the Children Come” 		  Allie Ford

Children in 3K-K are invited to W.O.W., a preschool worship experience! We will meet  
with the W.O.W. Shepherds at the end of “Let the Children Come.” Pick up your children  

there after worship. The W.O.W. leaders this week are Allie Ford and the shepherds this week  
are Lacie Brown and Leanne Summerlin.

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS 

*The Hymn of Offertory 263	 To Worship, Work, and Witness 	 WEBB

To worship, work, and witness, the Good News spread abroad,
We magnify your mission, Church of the living God;

The Father's new creation through Jesus Christ His Son,
The Spirit has empowered to do as Christ has done.

Be yours the Master's purpose to seek and save the lost,
To ransom those in bondage, to dare not count the cost;
To love and lift the lowly, to heed the prisoner's groan,
To take up others' burdens and bear them as your own.

As members of Christ's body, hold fast to Christ your Head;
Become Christ's open letter, by others to be read;

Bear witness as Christ's temple, Himself the cornerstone,
And be Christ's living altar whereon His love is shown.
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*The Offertory Prayer 		  Kerri Thompson

The Offertory Anthem	  “For I Know the Plans I Have for You”	 David Schwoebel
Ben Barkley, Colby Pitts, David Buchanan, Ethan Dorr

*The Offertory Response 	 “Doxology” 	 OLD 100TH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

THE OFFERING OF THE WORD

The First Lesson 	 Matthew 22:34-40	 Steven Wallace

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and 
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment 
in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “'You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first com-
mandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
 For the Good News of God,

Thanks be to God. 

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 		  Scott Dickison

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy  
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And  

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead  
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

The Anthem	 “I Will Be a Child of Peace” 	 Shaker Tune
	 The Chancel Choir	 arr. Elaine Hagenberg

O Holy Father, I will be
A child of peace and purity

For well I know Thy hand will bless
A seeker after righteousness.



The Second Lesson 	 Acts 2:42-47	 Scott Dickison
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 
done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they 
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and 
ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all 
the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
For the Word of God in Holy Scripture,

Thanks be to God.

Sermon	 "The Mission(s) of the Church"	 Scott Dickison	

OFFERING OF COMMITMENT 

*The Hymn	 They’ll Know We Are Christians	  ST. BRENDAN
	 of Commitment 272

We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.
We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord. 

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.

Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 
We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand.
We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand. 

And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land.
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.

Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 
We will work with other; we will work side by side.
We will work with other; we will work side by side.

And we'll guard each one's dignity and save each one's pride.
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.

Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 
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All praise to the Father, from whom all things come.
All praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son.

And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one.
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.

Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

*The Benediction 		  Scott Dickison

The The Response	  “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”	  John Rutter
The Chancel Choir

Postlude	 "Voluntary in C Major" 	  Phil Lehenbaue
	 Anne Armstrong, organ
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VBS Registration Now Open!

At Food Truck Party VBS, your "chefs" will enjoy an interactive, energizing, Bible-based good 
time as they get on a roll with God! They will discover how we can turn to God in prayer  
every day to meet our needs and how we can join God in providing for the needs of others.

VBS will be on June 12–16 at First Baptist Church in the fellowship hall. We'll be doing the 
Cokesbury curriculum from last year with a Food Truck Party! Due to space restrictions,  
aftercare is only available for families connected to FBCX and Centenary. 

VBS will be in the morning from 9:00 am–12:00 pm and is free. Aftercare will be from 
12:00–5:00 pm and will be $80/child for four days (we won't have aftercare on Friday, as we'll 
be having a noontime celebration). If you want aftercare, please make sure that you sign up 
each child on both links!

Please complete one registration form PER CHILD so that we can best support each "chef " at 
VBS! We especially need some shepherds to guide the groups along with some more hands 
in the aftercare time. For high school and college kids, it's a great way to earn some volunteer 
hours! We're looking forward to a great week together this summer! 
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	    Our Life Together

ALL OF OUR LINKS ARE IN ONE 
PLACE! Scan this QR code to access 
links for all of our event sign ups, 
online payments, and social media.

Sunday, April 30
9:45 am 	 Joint Sunday School
11:00 am 	 Worship
Wednesday, May 3
9:30 am	 Language Ministry
5:30 pm 	 Youth Choir
5:30 pm 	 Family Dinner
6:00 pm 	 Children's choir
6:15 pm 	 Youth “Unplugged”
6:00 pm 	 Language Ministry
6:30 pm	 Adult Bible Study
	 Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, May 5–Sunday, May 7
Men's Retreat
Sunday, May 7
9:45 am	 Sunday School
11:00 am 	 Worship
1:00 pm	 VBS planning session

Deacon of the Week 
April 27	 Julie Long
May 4	 Mary Jane Johnson
Birthdays
April 30 	 Erika Houser
May 1 	 Charlie Grisamore

May 2 	 Joan Godsey
	 Kerri Thompson
May 3	 Ben Mitcham
	 Kathleen Newton
May 4	 Jim Hunt
	 Marina Spears
May 5	 Annette Chambers
May 6	 Ciera Eason
	 Maxine Keoughan
May 7	 Carol Martin
Condolences
We grieve with the family of Bob Sanders 
who passed away on April 2. 
We grieve with the family of Gaye Nunn, 
mother of Elliott Wall, who passed away 
on April 12.

We grieve with the family of Frances  
VanHorn, grandmother of Angela  
Windham, who passed away on April 17.  

Save the Date:
May 11	 Hannah Service
May 21	 Graduate Sunday
May 21	 Women's Book Club
May 28	 Pentecost
June 12–16 	 VBS
June 19–24	 Youth Passport
July 8–5	 High School Mission Trip
July 16–19 	 PassportKids

The Record Speak
As of 3/31/2023
Monthly Budget: 	 $50,200
Receipts:	 $54,708
Expenses:	 $50,645
Year to Date:	 $(428)
Year to Date Missions Giving: 	 $20,650



10  |  FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

Wednesday Night Supper
Please make reservations this afternoon 
for Wednesday night, May 3. 
Menu:
May 3: Spaghetti, salad, chocolate chip 
cookies
Adult Bible Study: The Poetry of Easter

Hannah Service May 11, 6:00 pm
As much as we celebrate the gift of  
mothers in our lives, this day can bring 
feelings of grief for some people. This 
service is a space to gather with those who 
know the grief of infertility, miscarriage, 
death of an infant or child, adoption, loss, 
death of a mother, and family estrange-
ment. The Hannah Service is for people 
who grieve in these ways and loved ones 
who want to support them. We will offer 
space to lament and speak honestly about 
our grief, as well as offer hope and comfort 
to one another.

Sanctuary Flowers
To sponsor sanctuary flowers, please 
contact Mary Leonard at 478-737-4171 or 
michael.leonard1@cox.net. 

VBS  Planning Session
May 7 1:00 - 3:00 pm
IMPORTANT UPDATE: We are still  
trying to gather more volunteers for VBS, 
so in an effort to keep everything  
condensed to one collective meeting, 
 we are moving our planning session (orig-
inally scheduled for April 30th) to May 
7th. This will include background checks, 
policy training, and planning. 

Please save toilet tissue tubes for us and 
drop them by the office.
Women's Book Club
The next meeting of our book club will 
be May 21 at 134 Cross Creek Circle. The 
book will be You Shall Not CONDEMN - A 
story of Faith and Advocacy on Death Row 
by Jennifer M. McBride. Jenny plans to 
be with us, in person, We will also set up 
a ZOOM option for anyone interested 
and in case something, last minute, keeps 
Jenny from being able to drive down from 
Atlanta.

Graduate Recognition Sunday
May 21
11:00 am Worship 
12:00 pm Graduate Celebration and  
Spaghetti Lunch
Join us for worship as we recognize our 
graduates! All are invited to a spaghetti 
lunch and graduate celebration following 
worship. If you or someone you know is 
graduating please get in touch with Kelsey 
to ensure they are included.

YOUTH NEWS

Youth Passport Camp
Converse College, Spartanburg, SC
June 19-24
Cost: $468 (Fundraising opportunities will 
supplement a portion of this cost. Scholar-
ships are available.)

High School Mission Trip
July 8 -15 in New York City
Leading CLUE Camp at Rauschenbusch 
Metro Ministries
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CHILDREN'S NEWS 

Children’s Ministry Dates:
May 20: End of school celebration
June 12-16: VBS
July 16-19: Passport

Note About Passport from LeAnn: 
We have filled all of our spots for girls 
going to PassportKids camp. Please let me 
know if someone you know would like 
to attend. I can contact Passport about 
adding a spot.
We have one more spot left for a boy. I'll 
need to know by this Sunday if you have 
someone who would like to attend. If not, 
I'll need to drop the registration spot.



Anne Armstrong 
ORGANIST 

Kirstine Buchanan 
JOHNSON MUSIC FELLOW  

David Cooke 
CHAIR OF CHURCH 

COUNCIL 

Rev. Scott Dickison 
PASTOR 

Allie Ford 
MINISTRY INTERN 

Erika Houser
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF 

CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES

Tierra Johnson 
CUSTODIAN 

Camille Kittrell
BOOKKEEPER

Connie Pursiful 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Rebecca Pursiful 
MINISTRY INTERN  

Dr. Stanley L. Roberts 
MINISTER OF MUSIC

Eric Spears 
CHAIR OF DEACONS   

Rev. Kelsey Stillwell 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR 
YOUTH AND MISSIONS 

Tricia Whitby
VICE CHAIR OF DEACONS

Signs of the Season
The paraments on the pulpit and communion table along with the ministers’ stoles are visual 
reminders of the current season of the church year. The season of Easter marks the fifty days 
between Easter Sunday and Pentecost. Eastertide is traditionally a time of reflection on the 
significance of the resurrection of Christ for our life and faith. The color white symbolizes the 
hope of the resurrection.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Roy and Marion O’Neal 

on their anniversary by Al and Sharon Bailey. Sharon's parents were a loving pair and enjoyed 
sixty four happy years together.  
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